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REV. CABINET

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved increase in
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for 14 Kharif Crops for Marketing Season 2026-27.
Addressing media after the Union Cabinet meeting in New Delhi, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the government has increased the
MSP of Kharif Crops to ensure remunerative prices to the growers for their produce.
He said, for the Kharif season, the estimated payout to the farmers will be two lakh
60 thousand crore rupees.

ASHWINI KHARIF
Mr Vaishnaw added that the MSP amount paid to 14 Kharif crops growing famers



during the period 2014-15 to 2025-26 was 18.99 Lakh Crores rupees against the
payment of 4.75 Lakh Crore rupees during the period 2004-05 to 2013-14. The
Union Cabinet has approved a Scheme for Promotion of Surface Coal and Lignite
Gasification Projects with a financial outlay of 37 thousand 500 crore rupees. Mr
Vaishnaw said that the scheme will generate revenue of 6,300 crore rupees per
year only from mining and will also support Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India
initiative amid current geopolitical situation.

SANJIO EP-1 13.05.2026

REV. CABINET-GASIFICATION

The Union Cabinet has approved a Scheme for Promotion of Surface
Coal and Lignite Gasification Projects with a financial outlay of 37 thousand
500 crore rupees. Addressing media, Union Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishanw said, the scheme marks a major step towards
accelerating India’s coal and lignite gasification programme. He said, the
scheme aims to incentivize new surface coal and lignite gasification projects
for production of syngas and its downstream products, targeting gasification
of approximately 75 Million Tonnes of coal and lignite. Mr Vaishnaw said that
the expected investment will be of three lakh crore rupees under the
scheme.

(Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Mr Vaishnaw said that financial incentive will be provided at a maximum
of 20 percent of the cost of Plant and Machinery and selection will be made
through a transparent and competitive bidding process, with an evaluation
framework benchmarking project cost, coal input, and syngas output. Mr
Vaishnaw said that the scheme will generate revenue of 6,300 crore rupees
per year only from mining and will also support Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make
in India initiative amid current geopolitical situation. He added that the
scheme is expected to generate around 50 thousand jobs in coal-bearing
regions.
<><><> ANKIT/PHONE/ANAND/1710

SANJIO : PAWAN EP-1 13.05.2026
ASSAM ASSEMBLY-UCC BILL

The Assam Government will introduce the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill
in the State Legislative Assembly on 26th of this month. Chief Minister



Himanta Biswa Sarma made the announcement while addressing the media
after chairing the first Cabinet meeting of the new term. Dr Sarma took oath
as the Assam Chief Minister for his second consecutive term yesterday.

Chief Minister Sarma said a special session of the Assam Assembly will
be held from 21st to 26th of May, during which the newly elected MLAs will
take oath. He added that the UCC Bill would be tabled on the concluding day
of the session. He said the proposed legislation aims to address issues
including the legal age of marriage, polygamy, inheritance, and live-in
relationships. He clarified that religious practices would remain outside the
scope of the Bill. Tribal communities living in both the hill and plain regions of
the State will also be exempted from the provisions of the proposed law.

The Chief Minister further informed that the State Cabinet approved the
draft Bill during today’s meeting. With this move, Assam is set to become the
third State, after Uttarakhand and Gujarat, to table a Uniform Civil Code Bill.
<><><>
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PM-UAE & EUROPE VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a
six-day visit to United Arab Emirates (UAE), Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, and
Italy on Friday. Briefing media in New Delhi this evening, Secretary (West) in
Ministry of External Affairs Sibi George informed that on the first leg of his
five-nation visit, Mr Modi will reach UAE on Friday, where he will meet the President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. He said, the two leaders will exchange
views on bilateral issues, in particular energy cooperation, as well as regional and
international issues of mutual interest. (BYTE : SIBI GEORGE) Mr George said,
for the second leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will reach Netherlands on the same
day. This will be Prime Minister’s second visit to the Netherlands after his previous
visit in 2017. He said, during the visit, Mr Modi will call on King Willem-Alexander
and Queen Maxima and hold talks with Prime Minister Rob Jetten. (BYTE : SIBI
GEORGE) The Secretary (West) in MEA said, for the third leg of the visit, Mr Modi
will travel to Gothenburg, Sweden on Sunday. Mr Modi will hold bilateral talks with
his Swedish counterpart Ulf Kristersson to review the entire gamut of bilateral
relations and explore new avenues of cooperation to enhance bilateral trade. as
well as collaboration in green transition, AI, emerging technologies, startups,
resilient supply chains, defence, space, climate action and people-to-people ties.
He said, the two Prime Ministers will also address the European Round Table for
Industry, a leading pan-European business leaders forum, along with President of
the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen. (BYTE : SIBI GEORGE) Mr
George said, in the fourth leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will reach Norway on



Monday for the 3rd India-Nordic Summit and bilateral engagements. This will be
the first visit of Prime Minister Modi to Norway, and will mark the first Prime
Ministerial visit from India to Norway in 43 years. He said, the Prime Minister will
call on King Harald V and Queen Sonja and hold bilateral talks with his Norwegian
counterpart Jonas Gahr Stgre. Both Prime Ministers will also address the
India-Norway Business and Research Summit. (BYTE : SIBI GEORGE)

The Secretay said, the 3rd India-Nordic Summit will take place on Tuesday.
Mr Modi will be joined by the Prime Minister of Norway, Jonas Gahr Stgre, Prime
Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen, Prime Minister of Finland Petteri Orpo,
Prime Minister of Iceland Kristrin Frostadéttir and Prime Minister of Sweden Ulf
Kristersson for the Summit. He said, the Summit will impart a more strategic
dimension to India’s relationship with the Nordic countries, especially in technology
and innovation, green transition and renewable energy, sustainability, blue
economy, defence, space and the Arctic. (BYTE : SIBI GEORGE) Mr George
said, in the final leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will undertake an official visit to
Italy on Tuesday. He said, during the visit, Mr Modi will call on the President of Italy
Sergio Mattarella and hold talks with Prime Minister Georgia Meloni. PM Modi will
also visit the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization FAO. India is a
founding member of FAO since 1945.

(BYTE : SIBI GEORGESANJIO EP-1
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AIR INDIA-FLIGHTS

Air India has decided to reduce international flights, temporarily
suspending services on some overseas routes. The decision has been taken
in the wake of airspace curbs, and high jet fuel prices. Air India said,
rationalisation of international services will be in place for June to August this
year. Air India to temporarily suspend services on Delhi-Chicago,
Mumbai-New York, Delhi-Shanghai, Chennai-Singapore, and two other
routes.

<><> Bhupendra/PTI/1558

GOLD PRICES

Gold and silver prices today witnessed a sharp surge of up to six per cent. In the futures
market at the Multi Commaodity Exchange, gold for the June contract was trading nearly six
per cent higher at 1 lakh 62 thousand 597 rupees per 10 grams, while silver for the July
contract was trading around 6.4 per cent higher at 2 lakh 96 thousand 821 rupees per
kilogram, according to latest reports. The government has raised the import duty,
including cess, on gold and silver from 6 per cent to 15 per cent. The import duty on



platinum has also been increased from 6.4 per cent to 15.4 per cent.

NEET PAPER LEAK - AHILYANAGAR CBI ARREST:

In Maharashtra, the Central Bureau of Investigation has detained a man named
Dhananjay Lokhande from Rahuri tehsil in Ahilyanagar district of Maharashtra. He
was taken to the office of Ahilyanagar's Superintendent of Police, where he is being
interrogated by CBI officials. A special CBI team reached Ahilyanagar and arrested
the suspect with the help of local police.

PM - SPG

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has significantly reduced the size of his convoy
during recent domestic visits while retaining all essential security arrangements
mandated under the Special Protection Group (SPG) protocols. According to
sources, the reduction in the number of vehicles in the Prime Minister's convoy was
implemented during his recent visits to Gujarat and Assam.

WEST BENGAL

The government of West Bengal has lifted all restrictions on the inter - state
movement of potato, onion, fruits, vegetables, oil seeds, food grains, animal
products and other essential products. Earlier, restrictions were placed by the
erstwhile TMC government. It is learnt huge losses were incurred by the potato
farmers and other entities by this restriction. Before coming to power BIP had
assured the farmers for the lifting of the restriction. On the other hand, West
Bengal decided to hand over the cases related to the teachers recruitment,
municipal recruitment and cooperative services recruitment scams to the Central
Bureau of Investigation CBI.

IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru will take on Kolkata Knight Riders in
Raipur this evening. The match will begin at 07:30 PM Earlier, Gujarat Titans
defeated Sunrisers Hyderabad by 82 runs to take the top position in the points table
with a compelling all-round show in Ahmedabad last night. Chasing the target of
169 runs, Sunrisers Hyderabad were bundled out for just 86 runs in 14.5 overs.



