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REV DAY PM - UAE VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked on a six day visit to
UAE, Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, and Italy this morning. On the first leg
of his five nation visit, Mr Modi will reach UAE today, where he will meet
the President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. The two leaders will
exchange views on bilateral issues, in particular energy cooperation, as
well as regional and international issues of mutual interest. They will also
discuss ways to advance the bilateral Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
underpinned by strong political, cultural, economic and people-to-people
links. Energy security is expected to remain a central theme of the
engagement.

Briefing media prior to the visit, Additional Secretary (West) in the
Ministry of External Affairs, Aseem Mahajan, said energy remains a key
pillar of the relationship. He noted that the UAE was India’s fourth-largest
source of crude oil last year, meeting around 11 percent of India’s
requirement. He added that Indian firms have secured long-term LNG
contracts with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company Gas, totalling about 4.5
million metric tonnes per annum. According to him, India is now the largest
buyer of LNG from the UAE.

In second leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will reach the
Netherlands today and call on King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima.
He will also hold talks with Prime Minister Rob Jetten. Prime Minister’s visit
will build on the momentum of high-level engagements and close
cooperation spanning diverse sectors, including defence, security,
innovation, green hydrogen, semiconductors and a Strategic Partnership on
Water.

For the third leg of the visit, Mr Modi will travel to Gothenburg, Sweden on
Sunday and hold bilateral talks with his Swedish counterpart, UIf



Kristersson. They will review the entire bilateral relationship and explore
new avenues of cooperation.

The two Prime Ministers will also address the European Round Table for
Industry, a leading pan-European business leaders forum, along with
President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen.

In the fourth leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will reach Norway on 18" of
this month for the 3rd India-Nordic Summit and bilateral engagements.
Prime Minister will call on King Harald V and Queen Sonja and hold bilateral
talks with Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre. Mr Modi will also address the
India-Norway Business and Research Summit along with the Norwegian
Prime Minister.

As part of the final leg of his visit, the Prime Minister will undertake an
official visit to Italy on 19" May. During the visit, Mr Modi will call on the
Italian President Sergio Mattarella and hold talks with Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni. The visit takes place in the backdrop of a strong
momentum in bilateral ties with both sides proactively implementing the
Joint Strategic Action Plan 2025-2029.

<><><>ANKIT/ CB/ 0944HRS
REV. PRADHAN-BRIEFING

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today said that
students are the priority of the government and the government is
sensitive towards them. Briefing Media in New Delhi, Mr Pradhan stated
that the National Testing Agency (NTA) has announced the 21st of next
month as the date for the re-examination of NEET UG 2026. He added that
appearing students will receive the admit card for the examination by the
14th of next month. The Minister added that NEET UG examination will be
conducted in Computer Based Test (CBT) mode from next year instead of
existing OMR based mode.

BYTE-DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

The Education Minister admitted that NTA requires definite reforms
and said that the steps will be taken to strengthen the examination system
to prevent future irregularities. Mr Pradhan noted that the government did
not want any deserving student to be deprived of their rights due to the
mechanisation of fraudulent candidates or the conspiracies of the



education mafia.
BYTE-DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
PRIYA/PH/SAKLEN/1120 HRS

SHUKLA:BK MP-1 15.05.2026
KERALAM GOVT FORMATION

In Keralam, the new UDF Ministry will be sworn in on Monday.
Meanwhile, discussions on the members of the new Ministry are
continuing. More from our correspondent:
V/C

"V. D. Satheesan will be sworn in_as the Chief Minister of
Keralam on Monday. UDF sources in Thiruvananthapuram
informed that the entire Ministry will be sworn in along with the
Chief Minister. At the same time, intensive discussions are

continuing among the constituent parties of the UDF regarding

the new ministers and their portfolios. It may be noted that the
decision on the Chief Minister was taken only after ten days of

continuous discussions in Thiruvananthapuram and New Delhi
following the election results on May 4. The Congress and other

constituents of the UDF are trying to complete the discussions on
the new Ministry by tomorrow."’

Smithy M Palluruthy/Thiruvananthapuram/MAIL 0742
SHUKLA:BK MP-I 15.05.2026
SIKKIM - SCINDIA

Union Minister of DoNER and Communications Jyotiraditya Scindia
arrived in Namchi district last night on a 3-day visit to Sikkim. Today, the
Union Minister is scheduled to visit Sikkim State University at Temi Tarku.
The Minister is also scheduled to monitor places, projects including
proposed Namchi Tourism Circuit Sites, Skywalk Project at Bhaledunga
under PM DevINE and Orchaderium at Gangtok. Tomorrow, Mr Scindia is
scheduled to reach Nathula and to visit project for the development of
Tourist Infrastructure for Kailash Mansarovar Yatra.

MANAS/GANGTOK/MAIL/0758

TAPAN DP-I 15-
05-2026
YADAV-ARTICLE



Union Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupender
Yadav today said that world today looks at India not just with interest, but
with admiration. Sharing an article written by former Norwegian Minister
Erik Solheim, in a Norway’s newspaper, Mr Yadav said that the article
highlights India’s economic and green growth and democratic strength
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership. He noted that India’s rise
under Mr Modi is earning global recognition.

SAKLEN/1157 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 15.05.2026
REV. PETROL DIESEL HIKE

Oil companies have raised the petrol and diesel prices by 3 rupees
per litre each amid spike in global energy prices. The petrol price has risen
from 94.77 rupees to 97.77 rupees per litre, while diesel prices have
increased from 87.67 rupees to 90.67 rupees per litre in New Delhi.
Similarly, the petrol price in Mumbai will now cost 106.68 rupees per litre
while the diesel price has been hiked to 93.14 rupees per litre. In Kolkata,
the petrol price has been increased to 108.74 rupees per litre, while the
diesel price will now be 95.13 rupees per litre. Meanwhile, in Chennai, the
petrol price has been raised to 111.90 rupees per litre and diesel price has
been increased to 95.35 rupees per litre.

<><>BHANU/0744

SHUKLA:BK MP-1 15.05.2026
PM RURAL HOUSING SCHEME

A beneficiaries” convention of the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas
Yojana and the state-level award distribution ceremony of the Maha Awas
Abhiyan will be held in Satara, Maharashtra today. Union Minister for Rural
Development and Agriculture Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and
Sunetra Pawar will attend the programme. Under the Pradhan Mantri
Gramin Awas Yojana, five lakh houses constructed for beneficiaries will be
handed over during the event. Keys of the houses will also be symbolically
presented to six beneficiaries. So far, three crore houses have been



constructed under the scheme across the country. On the occasion, Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will announce approval of central
assistance worth 8 thousand 368 crore and 50 lakh rupees for Maharashtra
under the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojana for the financial year 2026-
27. In addition, approval will be granted for 35 road projects worth 122
crore and 98 lakh rupees under Phase Four of the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana. Thirty-five rural habitations in the state are expected to
benefit from these projects.
MADHAYV JAYVHAYE/RNU/PUNE/MAIL 0710
TAPAN DP-I 15-05-2026
JAISHANKAR-IRAN FM
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today met the Foreign
Minister of Iran Abbas Araghchi in New Delhi. In a social media post, Mr
Jaishankar said that both leaders discussed the situation in West Asia and
its implications. He said that they also exchanged views on bilateral issues
of mutual interest. Dr Jaishankar also appreciated Mr Araghchi's
participation in BRICS Foreign Minister's meeting 2026.
AKSHIT/1126

TAPAN DP-I 15-05-2026
DAY IPL

In IPL Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants will take on Chennai Super
Kings in Lucknow this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 7.30
PM. Earlier, Mumbai Indians defeated Punjab Kings by 6 wickets at
Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium in Dharamsala last night.
Chasing 201 for victory, Mumbai Indians overhauled the target with 6
wickets in hand and 1 ball to spare. Earlier, put into bat, Punjab Kings
scored 200 for 8 in stipulated 20 overs. Unbeaten Tilak Varma contributed
brilliant 75 off 33 while Shardul Thakur picked up 4 wickets for Mumbai.
Prabhsimran Singh scored highest 57 off 32 for Punjab. Tilak Varma was
adjudged player of the match.
NEELAM/CB/0404



