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NSD
GAURAYV : PAWAN EP-I 02.04.2026

ANDHRA PRADESH CM - AMENDMENT BILL

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu welcomed the
unanimous passage of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation (Amendment)
Bill, 2026 in both Houses of Parliament of India, calling it a significant
development for the state. In a statement shared on X, Mr. Naidu said the
legislation reflects the collective will and aspirations of the people of
Andhra Pradesh. He noted that the decision provides clarity on the status
of Amaravati, affirming it as the sole capital of the state. The Chief Minister
expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his continued
support toward Amaravati, highlighting key moments including the
foundation stone laying in 2015 and renewed backing in 2025. He also
acknowledged the role of Union Home Minister Amit Shah and the central
government in facilitating the bill’s passage.

<><><> ALLU MURALI/VIJAYWADA/MAIL/1641 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 02.04.2026
MEA BRIEFING (EARLY)

India today called for ensuring the safety and security of UN
peacekeepers. Briefing media in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry



Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that India condemns the recent attacks
on UN peacekeepers in UNIFIL and has sought accountability for crimes
against peacekeepers. Mr Jaiswal highlighted that there are 600 Indian
troops in UNIFIL which have made significant contribution to global
peacekeeping and security under the aegis of UN mandated peacekeeping
missions.

(BYTE-JAISWAL)

Speaking on the West Asia crisis, Mr Jaiswal informed that the UK
has invited several countries including India for talks on the Strait of
Hormuz. He added that the Foreign Secretary will be attending the
meeting. He further informed that India continues to supply energy
requirements to Bangladesh and has recently supplied fuel to Sri Lanka on
their requests. Mr Jaiswal said, all requests are being examined keeping in
mind the country's needs.

(BYTE-JAISWAL)

<><>SUPARNA/PH/BHANU/1753
GAURAV EP-I 02.04.2026
REV. INTERMINISTERIAL BRIEFING

The government today said that full custom duty exemption will be
provided on critical petrochemical products till 30th June this year amid the
ongoing crisis in West Asia. Addressing the media at the Interministerial
Briefing on Recent Developments in West Asia, Member of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Sanjay Mangal, said that this
measure has been taken as a temporary and targeted relief inorder to
ensure continued availability of critical petrochemicals inputs for domestic
industry and safeguard supply stability in the country. He added that this
exemption is expected to benefit a large number of sectors that are
dependent on petrochemicals and intermediate products like plastics,
textiles, pharmaceuticals among others. He said that this will also provide
relief to consumers of their final products.

(BYTE- SANJAY MANGAL)

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry Lav
Agarwal informed that exporters who hold Advance Authorisations or
Export Promotion Capital Goods authorizations have been given an
additional three months period till 31st August to fulfill their export
commitments. He added that no license will be lapsed and no penalty will
be imposed during this period which will reduce the stress on the



exporters. Mr Agarwal also informed that the Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Export Products which had been cut to 50 percent in February
this year has been restored to 100 percent with effect from 23rd of last
month. He further stated that this will help exporters remain cost-
competitive.

(BYTE-LAV AGARWAL)

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata
Sharma said crude availability in the country is normal and refineries are
operating at maximum capacity. She noted that government has reduced
excise duty, on petrol and diesel to keep prices stable while allowing a
portion of the burden is also be absorbed by the Oil Marketing Companies.
She said that the Government has made arrangements to ensure adequate
crude supply for the next 60 days. The Joint Secretary added that the
country's refineries are operating at optimal capacity, and no instances of
fuel shortages have been reported at retail outlets. She informed that the
country's crude inventory is currently sufficient. Natural gas supply to
domestic consumers is fully assured at 100 percent

(Byte- Sujata Sharma)

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal informed that
around one thousand 200 Indian nationals, including 845 students, have
been assisted in exiting Iran through land borders into Armenia and
Azerbaijan. He said that several Indian nationals have been relocated to
safer areas within Iran in recent days. He added that India Government
has expressed its gratitude to the authorities of Armenia and Azerbaijan for
their support in enabling the safe transit of Indian citizens.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)
<><>BHANU/1718
GAURAYV : PAWAN EP-I 02.04.2026
AMIT SHAH - ASSAM VISIT

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah arrived in
Assam this afternoon on a two-day visit to campaign for Bharatiya Janata
Party and other NDA candidates ahead of the Assembly elections.
Addressing a poll rally in the Kaliabor constituency of Nagaon district, in
support of AGP candidate Kesab Mahanta, the Union Minister said that B]P



is against the infiltrators but not against the original Muslims inhabitants of
Assam. The Home Minister critised the Congress party for neglecting
Assam during its tenure and informed that BJP led NDA government alloted
over 1 lakh 78 thousand crores to Assam during the last 10 years.

<><><>AMINUL HAQUE JWADDER/GUWAHATI/MAIL/1726 HRS

BISHAL:: KAMINI DPP 02.04.2026
ADD RIJIJU - PARLIAMENT
Responding to the opposition, Leader of the House in the Rajya
Sabha J P Nadda said, women reservation bill is about the dignity and
empowerment of women, which has been fulfilled by the NDA government.
He alleged that the bill, which the Congress Party was not able to pass for
30 years, was passed by the Modi government in just two days. Mr Nadda
alleged that the Congress party always tend to see everything from a
political angle. He said, women's reservation is a humanitarian perspective,
and the perspective of a developed India.
<><>ANUPAM/DIPENDRA/1359

GAURAV EP-I1 02.04.2026
GOYAL - WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today briefed
the media on the outcomes of the 14th Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) held in Yaoundé, Cameroon between 26th to
29th of the previous month. Addressing the media in New Delhi, Mr Goyal
said that the four-day conference witnessed intensive deliberations on key
global trade issues including WTO reforms, fisheries subsidies, investment
facilitation for development, e-commerce, agriculture, and other
developmental concerns. He informed that three key decisions were
announced during the conference, including measures aimed at
strengthening the integration of small economies into the multilateral
trading system, with a focus on improving trade logistics, connectivity, and
border processes to enhance their participation in global trade.

(BYTE - PIYUSH GOYAL )

On broader trade principles, Mr Goyal highlighted that India strongly
reiterated the importance of the Most Favoured Nation and Special and
Differential Treatment principles. He also noted that India advocated



bridging the digital divide in the e-commerce domain by strengthening
digital infrastructure and skill development in least developed and
developing countries. On agriculture, the Minister said India has reiterated
the need for a permanent solution on public stockholding for food security
purposes and a Special Safeguard Mechanism to protect farmers’ interests.

Referring to fisheries subsidies, the Minister said that discussions
focused on addressing overcapacity and overfishing, with consensus
among member countries on promoting sustainable practices. He
emphasized that India has consistently followed sustainable fishing
methods and remains committed to supporting small and artisanal
fishermen. He added that the government is monitoring fishing capacities
to curb overexploitation and is seeking an adequate transition period to
further develop its fisheries sector.

(BYTE - PIYUSH GOYAL)

<><>AMAN/ROHAN/1602 HRS

BISHAL DP-II 02.04.2026
DAY IPL

In IPL cricket, Kolkata Knight Riders will take on Sunrisers Hyderabad
at Eden Gardens in Kolkata this evening. The match will begin at 7:30 PM
Indian Time. Yesterday, Delhi Capitals defeated Lucknow Super Giants by
six wickets in the fifth match of the tournament at the Bharat Ratna Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Stadium in Lucknow. Put in to bat first,
Lucknow Super Giants were bowled out for 141, with Abdul Samad top-
scoring with 36. Delhi Capitals pacers Lungi Ngidi and T. Natarajan picked
up three wickets each. In reply, Delhi Capitals chased down the target in
17.1 overs for the loss of four wickets, riding on Sameer Rizvi's unbeaten
70. Rizvi was named Player of the Match for his match-winning innings.
SHAILESH/NET/1100 HRS






