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GAURAYV :: KAVITA EP-1 04.04.2026
FUR. REV. EVE. PM - KERALAM VISIT

Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi said the safety of
Indians, especially those from Keralam in the Middle East, is a top priority
of his government. He was addressing a public meeting in Thiruvalla today
as part of the NDA election campaign. Mr Modi said the government’s
strong ties with Gulf countries help protect Indians there during these
difficult times. He added that Keralam is ready for a historic transformation
and that people’s immense faith in the NDA is visible across the state.
Women's empowerment is a priority for the NDA and women have
benefited the most from its policies, he said. Mr Modi also criticised the LDF
and UDF, alleging that both fronts have long neglected the state, and said
that under his government Keralam has received five times more funds
compared to the previous period. NDA candidates and senior leaders are
attending the event at Thiruvalla Public Stadium. This evening, Mr Modi will
also take part in a roadshow in Thiruvananthapuram as part of the poll



campaign.

<>ANILA BALAKRISHNAN/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
MAIL/1710 HRS

GAURAV :: KAVITA EP-1 04.04.2026
RAHUL GANDHI - KERALAM VISIT

Senior Congress leader and Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi today said in Alappuzha that the UDF is ready to bring real change
in Keralam. He criticised both the LDF and the NDA and said the ruling LDF
will lose its relevance after the assembly polls. He also addressed UDF
election meetings in Idukki and Ernakulam districts today. CPI(M) General
Secretary M. A. Baby and Polit Bureau member Subhashini Ali campaigned
for the LDF in various constituencies. Mr Baby said the LDF has taken
Keralam forward in multiple areas and the CPI(M) does not practise
appeasement politics but stands firmly for the rights of minorities.
Prominent leaders, including Union Ministers, Chief Ministers and other star
campaigners, are actively campaigning across the state, as public
campaigning in Keralam will conclude on Tuesday. Senior BJP leader and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend NDA poll campaigns in
Kozhikode, Ernakulam and Thiruvananthapuram districts tomorrow.
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge will attend UDF poll campaigns in
Kollam district tomorrow.

<>ANILA BALAKRISHNAN/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/ MAIL/1727 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 04.04.2026
VAISHNAW-RAILWAYS

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that Indian Railways is
transforming connectivity across the nation with nearly 25 thousand trains
running every day throughout the year. In a social media post, Mr
Vaishnaw underscored the transformative progress of Indian Railways in
the last financial year. He highlighted record freight and passenger
performance, expansion of Vande Bharat services, improvements in safety,
strengthened station and terminal infrastructure, aimed at improving the
passenger experience.

The Railway Ministry informed that freight transportation achieved a
historic milestone, with one thousand six hundred seventy million tonnes of



loading achieved in 2025-26. Indian Railways also strengthened its
Indigenous Manufacturing by producing over fifteen hundred locomotives
and more than six thousand six hundred LHB coaches. To enhance
operational safety, Indian Railways commissioned indigenous Kavach
Automatic Train Protection System over three thousand route kilometers.
Railways also commissioned 35 Gati Shakti Cargo Terminals, facilitating
improved logistics efficiency and multimodal integration. Meanwhile, 119
stations were redeveloped under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, offering
upgraded amenities and improved passenger experience.

<><>DIPENDRA/SAUMYA/1753 HRS

GAURAV :: KAVITA EP-I 04.04.2026
MANDAVIYA-PUDUCHERRY

Union Minister and BJP election incharge for Puducherry Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya said that people stand firmly with the development agenda put
forth by BJP. Addressing a media conference at Mahe, Mr Mandaviya
expressed confidence that the NDA will secure a massive majority in the
Mahe region and will come to power in Puducherry in the upcoming
Assembly elections. The minister also conducted a door-to-door campaign
for NDA candidate in Mahe. Meanwhile, Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam Chief
and actor C. Joseph Vijay criticised both the NDA alliance and the DMK-
Congress alliance for failing to grant statehood to Puducherry despite being
in power at the Centre for several years. Outlining key poll promises, Vijay
said that statehood for Puducherry would be ensured if his alliance comes
to power.
<>BIBIN S NATH/ PUDUCHERRY/MAIL/ 1508 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 04.04.2026
EC - CANDIDATES INFORMATION

Election Commission has said that voters can access details about
their Assembly constituency candidate’s educational qualifications and
criminal antecedents by using ECINET Platform. The voters can also
download the entire affidavit submitted by the candidates. ECINET is the
world’s largest electoral service platform, bringing all electoral services
together in one seamless experience by integrating more that 40 apps and
portals of the Election Commission.

The Election Commission has announced the schedule for the
Assembly election of Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West



Bengal. A total of one thousand 955 candidates are in the fray for the
elections to the legislative assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Puducherry and
bye elections in four states which go to polls on 9th April. The Commission
said that the citizens can use the Know Your Candidates module of ECINet
to get the information about criminal cases, assets and liabilities and
educational qualifications.

<><>DIPENDRA/1454

NEELAM :: LAXMI DP-I 04.04.2026
NEW TN- PM VISIT

With nominations to end on Monday, Prime Minister and senior BIP
leader Narendra Modi had a discussion with senior leaders of the State BIP
in Chennai. Union Minister of State Dr. L. Murugan, Former Governor
Tamilisai Soundarrajan, State President of BJP Nainar Nagendran, Former
State BJP leader Annamalai, and Vanathi Srinivasan were present in the
meeting. Earlier, he met with important persons and senior leaders of the
Party this morning. Mr. Modi also met Ramesh Vinayakam and his family.
Ramesh is a music composer, music teacher, and music therapist. He is
also a playback singer. He has also patented the Gamaka Box, his
invention, and a type of ornamentation in Indian Classical music. Later the
Prime Minister left for Kochi to attend NDA election campaigns in Thiruvalla
and Thiruvananthapuram. Our Chennai correspondent reports that
Electioneering is gaining momentum in the State. Leaders of political
parties are criss crossing the State with roadshows and public rallies.

<><><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1330 HRS
NEELAM :: LAXMI DP-1 04.04.2026
BIHAR-VICE PRESIDENT

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan emphasized the role of education
in nation-building before presiding over the certificate distribution. He was
addressing the the gathering of scholars and faculty on the third
convocation ceremony of Mahatma Gandhi Central University in Motihari
today. The Vice President awarded gold medals to students for their
outstanding academic performance. Following the academic proceedings,
the Vice President Later, the Vice President will visit the Bhitiharwa Gandhi



Ashram in the Gaunaha block of West Champaran, where he will pay
tribute to the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi.

<>Abishek Das/PATNA/MAIL/1324 HRS

GAURAV EP-1 04-04-26
WB-NIA MALDA

The National Investigation Agency, NIA, team visited the Kaliachak-
IT BDO office in Malda, West Bengal, today and questioned pilot car drivers
involved in rescuing seven judicial officials, along with officers present
during the incident. Several suspects have been detained. The agency is
probing the gherao and violence involving judicial officials outside the office
on Wednesday. The Election Commission handed over the case to the NIA
following a Supreme Court directive to have the matter investigated by
either the CBI or the agency.

JPG/KALYAN LAHA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/1554 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 04.04.2026
RAILWAYS- OFC PROJECT

Indian Railways has approved the Optical Fibre Cable Backbone
Project of around three hundred ninety eight crore rupees in Ahmedabad
and Ratlam Divisions. The Ministry of Railways said that under the project
optical fibre cables will be provided over one thousand nine hundred
twenty nine Route Kilometres (RKm) across Western Railway, including
1456 RKm in Ahmedabad Division and 473 RKm in Ratlam Division. The
project has been approved under the umbrella work titled ‘Provision of
Kavach with communication backbone of Long Term Evolution on balance
routes of Indian Railways’. The ministry said that the augmentation of the
communication backbone will enhance capacity, reliability, and efficiency of
railway communication systems. It will also support modern signalling
systems, including the implementation of Kavach, enabling seamless data
transmission across the network.

<><>DIPENDRA/SAUMYA/1604 HRS

GAURAV EP-11 04.04.2026



IPL RESULT-1st MATCH

In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals defeated Mumbai Indians by six wickets
at Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi. Riding on Sameer Rizvi's impressive 90
runs, Delhi Capitals surpassed the target of 163 runs scoring 164 for Four
wickets in 18.1 overs. Put into bat, Mumbai Indians scored 162 runs for six
wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Earlier, Delhi Capitals won the toss and
opted to bowl. In the another match, Rajasthan Royals won the toss and
opted to bat first against Gujarat Titans at Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad.
<><>PARAS/NET/CB/1907 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 04.04.2026
IMD WEATHER - DAY

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall conditions at isolated places over Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Kerala and Mahe today. The Met Department has also issued an orange
coloured warning over Jharkhand for thunderstorms accompanied with
Hailstorm tomorrow. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over Bihar
during the next two to three days. Meanwhile, thunderstorms accompanied
with lightning and gusty winds are also expected over Andhra Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim,
Telangana, Vidarbha and West Madhya Pradesh tomorrow.
<><>DIPENDRA/ROHAN/1343 HRS



