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The campaigning for assembly polls in Four States and One Union Teritory
have entered a high-voltage phase, with top leaders crisscrossing the state to
woo voters. Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed a
massive public meeting at Cooch Behar in West Bengal today. Mr Modi said
people of West Bengal want a change. He claimed Trinamool Congress (TMC)
syndicate is afraid of the rising support for BJP in the state. The Prime
Minister said, massive crowd in Cooch Behar proves that TMC's time is up in
West Bengal. He alleged that women are not safe under Mamata Banerjee
government. (S/B-PM) Trinamool Congress Chief and state Chief Minister



Mamata Banerjee is addressing rallies in different parts of West Bengal in
support of party candidates. She held a public meeting in Bhawanipur
assembly constituency. Senior Trinamool Congress leader Abhishek Banerjee
held an election rally at Raina in Purba Bardhaman district. Congress and Left
and other political parties are intensifying their campaigns through small
public meetings across the state.
<><><>

KERALAM-CAMPAIGINING: In Keralam, the campaigning for assembly
polls has entered a high-voltage phase, with top leaders crisscrossing the
state to woo voters. Senior BJP leader Amit Shah addressed a public meeting
in Kunnathunad constituency in the Ernakulam district. Mr Shah said the
upcoming Keralam assembly polls are not merely for changing the
government, but to improve the state's future. He noted that NDA's vote
share in the state increased since 2014 Lok Sabha polls and its time for a
government of the BIP-led front in the state. Mr Shah further said that justice
for all and appeasement of none is the stand of the BJP-led NDA across the
country. Earlier in the day, Mr Shah held a huge roadshow in Beypore
assembly constituency in Kozhikode district where thousands of people
turned up to greet the senior BJP leader. He held the roadshow from
Mathottam Bijith Junction to Naduvattom as hundreds of BJP workers and
supporters lined both sides of the route carrying party flags. Polling in
Keralam will be held in a single-phase on Thursday.

<><><>
The Election Commission has said that the seizures related to cash,
liquor, drugs and other inducements have crossed 650 crore rupees ahead of
the upcoming assembly elections and bypolls across multiple states. The
seizures include cash, liquor, narcotics, precious metals and other freebies
aimed at influencing voters. In a statement, the poll panel said, state-wise
data shows that West Bengal recorded the highest total seizures at 319 crore
rupees, followed by Tamil Nadu with 170 crore, Assam with 97 crore, Kerala
with 58 crore, and Puducherry with 7 crore rupees.
<><><>
The Government is making all efforts to ensure the availability of Petrol,
Diesel and LPG across the country. It has advised citizens to use digital
modes for booking LPG cylinders and avoid visiting distributors unless
necessary. Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas informed that Delivery
Authentication Code based LPG deliveries have increased from 53 percent in



February 2026 to 90 percent yesterday to prevent diversion at the distributor
level. The ministry said that yesterday, more than 90 thousand 5Kg FTL
cylinders have been sold. The 5 Kg FTL cylinders are available at nearby LPG
Distributorships and can be purchased by showing any valid ID proofs and
without address proof.

EVE JITENDRA SINGH-SADHANA SAPTAH: Minister of State for
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Jitendra Singh today said that
capacity building must move beyond rule-based functioning towards a
role-based approach, enabling officials to adapt quickly across domains.
Addressing a special session on ongoing Sadhana Saptah in New Delhi, Dr
Singh said that capacity building plays a crucial role in achieving the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047 and strengthening a future-ready civil service. He
suggested Capacity Building Commission to create a focused course on
answering Parliamentary Questions to strengthen procedural understanding
among officials. Dr Singh also called for designing short-format orientation
modules for early-career civil servants and assistant secretaries to familiarise
them with governance systems. He added that integration of technology in
governance is essential for ensuring transparency, objectivity and effective
service delivery. The Minister also highlighted that Mission Karmayogi has
completed five years, marking significant progress in reforming civil services
through continuous learning and competency-driven training. During the
event, Dr Singh launched several key initiatives, including the programme on
Administrative Capacity Building for Scientists and Academicians, revamped
UNNATI portal and the roadmap for national rollout of the Karmayogi
Kartavya Karyakram. A Memorandum of Understanding was also exchanged
between the Capacity Building Commission and the Research and
Information System for Developing Countries aimed at fostering global
knowledge partnerships in capacity building. Sadhana Saptah, being
observed from 2nd to 8" of this month under Mission Karmayogi, is a
week-long learning initiative aimed at promoting continuous skill
development and adoption of emerging technologies among civil servants.
The programme seeks to create a future-ready, efficient and citizen-centric
governance system through enhanced capacity building.
<><><>

Major ports in the country recorded 915 million tonnes Cargo in Financial



Year 2025-26, surpassing the annual target with over 7 percent growth. In a
statement, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways said, the
achievement reaffirms the sector’s strong recovery, enhanced efficiency, and
sustained growth trajectory. Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal said, the record cargo handling of country's
major Ports is a testament to the government’s unwavering commitment to
strengthening India’s maritime sector.

WEST ASIA-UPDATE: The West Asia conflict has intensified, with Iranian
drone strikes targeting key infrastructure across the Gulf region. In Bahrain,
Iranian drones struck the Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company today,
triggering fires in several operational units. The attack follows recent strikes
by the United States and Israel on Iran’s largest petrochemical complex in
Mahshahr. Local reports said the fire in Bahrain has been brought under
control, with no casualties reported. Authorities are assessing the damage. In
Kuwait, two power generation units were shut down after Iranian drone
attacks on power and water desalination plants. According to Kuwait's
Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy, emergency teams have
been deployed to maintain electricity and water supply. A separate drone
strike also caused a fire at the Shuwaikh Oil Sector Complex. Iran has also
reportedly carried out attacks in the United Arab Emirates. Meanwhile, the
Israeli Air Force has struck over 120 targets in Iran in the past 24 hours. The
Israeli military also claimed that around 90 people have been killed in
southern Lebanon since the conflict began on 28th of Februar, including two
Hezbollah militants killed in the last 24 hours.

<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad have set a target of 157 runs for
Lucknow Super Giants in Hyderabad. In reply, Lucknow Super Giants were 67
for one in 8 overs, when reports last came in. Earlier, put into bat, Sunrisers
Hyderabad posted 156 runs for the loss of nine wickets in their allotted 20
overs. Heinrich Klaasen was the top scorer with 62 runs off 41 balls, while
Nitish Kumar Reddy contributed 56 runs. For Lucknow, Mohammed Shami,
Avesh Khan and Prince Yadav picked up two wickets each. In the
another match, Royal Challengers Bengaluru will face Chennai Super King at
M.Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru this evening. The match is scheduled
to begin at 7:30 PM.



