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REV PM-OPED
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that reservation for women in
legislative bodies is the need of the hour to make Indian democracy more
vibrant and participative. Expressing his thoughts in an Op-Ed, Mr Modi said
that any delay in bringing this reservation will be deeply unfortunate. He said



that Parliament has been convened on 16th of this month to discuss and pass
an important bill that advances women'’s reservation.
(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said that it is imperative that the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections and the Assembly elections to the various states in the coming times
are conducted with women'’s reservation in place. He said, over the decades,
there have been repeated efforts to provide women with their rightful place
in democratic institutions by the previous governments. Mr Modi said,
Committees were made, bill drafts were introduced but they never saw the
light of day. He said, in September 2023, Parliament passed the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam with the same spirit of consensus.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister said that the women constitute nearly half of India’s
population and their contributions to the nation are vast and invaluable. In his
Op-Ed, Mr Modi said that the reservation for women in legislative bodies is a
reflection of the aspirations of crores of women across India and affirmation
of the principle, that society progresses when women progress. Highlighting
the contribution of women, the Prime Minister said women are at the
forefront of the country’s progress across every field, from science and
technology to entrepreneurship, from sports to the armed forces and from
music to the arts. He added, when women participate in administration and
decision-making, they bring with them experiences and insights that enrich
public discourse and improve the quality of governance.

<><>DIPENDRA/RISHU/1047
NEELAM DP-I 09.04.2026

VIKRAM MISRI-US VISIT

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri discussed the ongoing developments in
the Indo-Pacific region and West Asia with US Under Secretary of War for
Policy, Elbridge Colby at the Pentagon. Mr Misri met the Under Secretary
today after their recent meeting in New Delhi, on the sidelines of the India-US
Defence Policy Group meeting. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri is on a
three-day visit to Washington D.C. in the United States. The visit follows the
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar’ s visit to Washington D.C. in
February this year and is in keeping with the regular high-level exchanges
between the two sides.

<><>RISHU/1045



SHUKLA :: GOPAL DP-I 09.04.2026
LPG VESSEL ASHA

An India-flagged LPG vessel, Green Asha, arrived in Mumbai today and
berthed at the liquid terminal of Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority, JNPA. The
vessel crossed the Strait of Hormuz carrying 15,400 tonnes of LPG. It is the
first such vessel to reach JNPA since the onset of the conflict involving Iran,
the United States and Israel. All crew members on board are reported safe,
and the cargo is secure.
<><><>ANKITA APTE/MUMBAI/MAIL/1042 HRS

NEELAM : PAWAN DP-I 09.04.2026
TN - LAST DATE WITHDRAWAL

In Tamilnadu today is the last date for withdrawal of nomination. Of the
7 thousand 5 hundred 99 nominations received, 5 thousand 24 nominations
were valid and accepted, 2 thousand 4 hundred 70 nominations were
rejected and till now 105 nominations have been withdrawn for the single
phase of polls to be held on the 23rd of this month. A total of five Crore 73
lakh voters will be electing 234 representatives for their constituencies in
Tamilnadu.
<><><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1040 HRS

NEELAM : PAWAN DP-1 09.04.2026
WB - PM MEETING

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address public
meetings in Haldia, Asansol and Suri in Birbhum district. BJP leader and Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will join a meeting with farmers at Singur of
Hooghly district followed by a conclave in Kolkata. BJP president Nitin Nabin
will address public meeting at Chakulia in North Dinajpur. TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee will address public rallies in several places in North 24
Parganas district. Veteran Congress leader former Minister Abu Hasem Khan
Chowdhury passed away.
<><><>RNU KOLKATA/MAIL/1032 HRS

NEELAM : PAWAN DP-I 09.04.2026
HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT

Union Cabinet has today approved Investment Proposal for
construction of 1200 MW Kalai-II Hydro Electric Project in Anjaw District of



Arunachal Pradesh with an outlay of 14105.83 crore rupees and completion
period of 78 months. Additionally, Cabinet has also approved Investment
Proposal for construction of 1720 MW Kamala Hydro Electric Project in Kamle,
Kra Daadi & Kurung Kumey Districts with an outlay of 26,069.50 crore rupees
and completion period of 96 months.

<><><>MANOJ KUMAR SHARMA/ITANAGAR/MAIL/1033 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 09.04.2026
AMIT SHAH - NAVKAR MANTRA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that Navkar Mahamantra is a
powerful medium to adopt peace and spirituality for Jainism as well as the
entire human society. Addressing the saints and devotees in New Delhi today
on World Navkar Mahamantra Day, Mr Shah said that India is home of many
communities and religions. He said that mantra gives life vigour and it
awakens the consciousness. Mr Shah congratulated Jain International Trade
Organization for chanting the peaceful Navkar Mantra from Delhi for the
welfare of the entire world, especially at a time when the whole world is bent
upon war to impose its will upon one another.

(Byte - Amit Shah)
<><>DIPENDRA/1141

WORLD BANK INDIA

The World Bank has raised India’s growth forecast from 6.3 percent to 6.6
percent for the current financial year, owing to strong domestic demand and
free trade agreements. World Bank expects India to remain the primary
engine of growth in South Asia. In India, growth is estimated to have
accelerated from 7.1 percent in Financial year 2025 to 7.6 percent in Financial
Year 26, owing to strong domestic demand and export resilience.

NEELAM DP-1 09.04.2026
ASIAN INDIA - OFFICIALS MEET

The 28th ASEAN-India Senior Officials’ meeting was co-chaired by
Secretary (East) at the Ministry of External Affairs, P Kumaran and
Undersecretary for Policy at Department of Foreign Affairs of Philippines Leo
M Herrera-Lim, in Manila, Philippines today. In a social media post, the
Ministry of External Affairs said that in the meeting, progress in the
implementation of decisions of the ASEAN-India Summit held in October last
year was reviewed. He added that they discussed ways to strengthen the



Comprehensive Strategic Partnership as the year 2026 mark as ASEAN-India
Year of Maritime Cooperation.
<><>SAKLEN/1155



