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SJ:BK MP-1 21.04.2026
PREZ VISIT ROURKELA
President Droupadi Murmu will visit Rourkela in Odisha today to
inaugurate a series of key development projects. The President is



scheduled to arrive in the Steel City at around 11:05 this morning. She will
inaugurate the Rourkela One Project at Civil Township, which includes an
Integrated Command and Control Centre, a tribal museum, and an
auditorium. She will also virtually inaugurate a mega recreational park at
Koel Nagar and a planetarium at Chhend Colony. During her visit, the
President will meet representatives of various organisations at the Panposh
Circuit House before departing at around 4:05 this afternoon. Elaborate
arrangements have been made by the district administration and the
Rourkela Municipal Corporation. A multi-layered security cover has been
put in place, with senior police officials reviewing the preparedness.
Cultural programmes will be held during the visit of the President, with
participation expected from over one lakh people, including a large number
of students from Sundargarh district in Odisha..

Prakash Dash/Bhubaneswar/MAIL 0715HRS

WB-TN CAMPAIGN

Campaigning for assembly elections in Tamil Nadu and first phase in West
Bengal will end this evening. Single-phase polling in Tamil Nadu and first
phase of voting in West Bengal is scheduled for 23rd of April. The second
phase of polling in West Bengal will be conducted on 29th of April, with the
counting of votes for all polling States and Union Territories to take place
on 4th of May.

In West Bengal, major political parties are making their last push
before 152 constituencies in 16 districts head to the polls on Thursday. BIP
leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah will address public rallies in
Siliguri, West Bardhaman, West Medinipur and East Medinipur districts in
support of party candidates today. Trinamool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee will address public rallies in Haldia of Purba Medinipur,
Barrackpore and Jagatdal of North 24 Parganas district, and Jorasanko of
Kolkata in support of party candidates. Political Leaders of other parties are
also expected to join public meetings today.

Meanwhile, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has
asserted that the Election Commission will leave no stone unturned in
holding free, fair and transparent polls in West Bengal. Interacting with
officials involved in poll management, the CEC said the elections will be
fear-free, violence-free and intimidation-free.



SJ):BK MP-1I
21.04.2026
RAJNATH-GERMANY VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will embark on a three-day visit to
Germany from today to further strengthen the strategic defence
partnership between the two countries. The Defence Ministry said, the visit
will provide an opportunity to review the ongoing defence cooperation
initiatives and identify new avenues for collaboration between the defence
industries of both countries. During his visit, Mr Singh is scheduled to hold
bilateral talks with his German counterpart Boris Pistorius. The discussions
will focus on enhancing defence industrial collaboration, strengthening
military-to-military engagements, and exploring opportunities in emerging
domains such as cyber security, artificial intelligence, and drones.

A Defence Industrial Cooperation Roadmap and Implementing
Arrangement for Cooperation in UN Peacekeeping Operations Training are
likely to be signed in the presence of both Defence Ministers. The Defence
Minister is also expected to interact with key representatives of the German
defence industry, with a view to promoting joint development and co-
production under the Make-in-India initiative. The visit aims to further
deepen bilateral ties and contribute to regional and global peace, stability,
and prosperity.

India and Germany share a strong and multifaceted strategic
partnership, anchored in democratic values, rule of law, and a shared
commitment to a rule-based international order. Defence and security
cooperation has emerged as an important pillar of this partnership in
recent years.

<><>CB/SAKLEN/RISHU/0447/

VISHNU DP-I 21.04.2026
PREZ-CIVIL SEVICE DAY

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have extended their
greetings to all civil servants on National Civil Service Day today. In a social
media post, President Murmu said that the commitment of Civil Servants
continues to strengthen responsive governance and reinforce public
institutions. She noted that from the formulation of innovative, future-



oriented and citizen-centric policies, to their effective implementation on
the ground, Civil Servant’s work significantly impacts the quality of life of
millions. She asserted that as Bharat advances with renewed aspirations,
the integrity and empathy of Civil Servants will be instrumental in bridging
gaps, fostering inclusivity, and strengthening trust between the State and
its citizens. She further wished the Civil Servants of the country to continue
upholding the highest standards of public service and contribute
meaningfully to the building of a more equitable and progressive nation.

In a social media post, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan has
appreciated the Civil Servants for their dedication and exemplary service to
the nation. While Describing them as the enduring pillar of India’s
administrative framework, Mr Radhakrishnan said that their efforts in
strengthening governance and delivering public services are of immense
significance. He also noted that the theme for this year, Viksit Bharat:
Citizen-Centric Governance and Development at the Last Mile, aligns with
the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 and underscores the Government’s
commitment to transparent, accountable, and citizen-centric governance,
with a strong emphasis on last-mile delivery and inclusive development.

In a social media post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that this is
an occasion to further strengthen the resolve to work towards good
governance and nation building. He emphasized that from the grassroots
to policy-making, the efforts of civil servants touch countless lives and
contribute to India’s progress. Mr Modi further wished the civil servants to
continue serve with excellence, compassion and innovation while upholding
the highest standards of duty.

Home Minister Amit Shah also wished Civil Servants of the nation on
National Civil Servants Day. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that their
dedication to implementing policies, strengthening governance, and serving
citizens with integrity plays a vital role in nation-building. He also expressd
hope that the occasion further fortify their commitment to contribute to the
nation.

<><><> VISHNU/1014 HRS
GAURAV DP-II 21.04.2026
CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION DAY

World Creativity and Innovation Day is being observed today globally.
The United Nations designated this day to raise awareness of the role of
creativity and innovation in all aspects of human development. The United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),



following the 2005 Convention helps countries strengthen their creative
industries and promote artistic freedom. The theme for this year is,
“Harnessing Creativity for Global Progress,” encouraging the use of new
ideas to drive sustainable development and solve real-world challenges.
The day emphasizes moving beyond conventional thinking in technology,
education, and entrepreneurship to create a better, more sustainable
future.

CHIRAG/NET/1016 HRS
GAURAV DP-11 21.04.2026
DAY IPL
In IPL Cricket, Sun Risers Hyderabad will face Delhi Capitals at Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad at 7:30 this evening.
Yesterday, Mumbai Indians defeated Gujarat Titans by 99 runs in a league-
stage match at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. Put into bat
first, Mumbai Indians posted 199 runs for five wickets in 20 overs, riding
on Tilak Varma’s maiden unbeaten century in just 45 balls. In reply,
Gujarat Titans were bundled out for 100 runs in 15.5 overs. Tilak Varma
was named the player of the match.

<>SHAILESH/NET/1052 HRS

SJ):BK MP-I 21.04.2026
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heatwave
conditions over Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, East Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, Punjab and Vidarbha for
next two days. The weather agency has predicted heavy to very heavy
rainfall at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh today. According to IMD,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal will experience hot and humid weather conditions
for next two days.

<>CB/PRIYA/ADITYA/0452

GAURAV DP-I 21.04.2025
PIB FACT CHECK- MUDRA

The Government has debunked a fake approval letter, claiming to
grant a loan of seven lakh rupees under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
on payment of 860 rupees as agreement charges. The Fact Check Unit of
the Press Information Bureau (PIB) has termed the letter as fake. PIB



clarified that the Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA)
does not lend directly to micro-entrepreneurs or individuals. It noted that
MUDRA provides refinancing support to last-mile financiers, including Non-
Banking Financial Companies, Microfinance Institutions, societies, trusts,
Section 8 companies, small finance banks, and regional rural banks, which
in turn extend loans to micro and small business entities engaged in
manufacturing, trading, services, and agri-allied activities.
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