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SANJIO::RZ EP-I 24-04-2026
EVE. PM-WB CAMPAIGNING

Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi today asserted that
change in West Bengal is imminent. Addressing an election rally at Baruipur
in South 24 Parganas district, Sri Modi claimed that the voting trend in the
first phase indicated setbacks for the ruling Trinamool Congress in several
districts. He appealed to voters to strengthen this trend in the second phase
and help build a developed Bengal. Sri. Modi alleged that ruling party
sponsored infiltration had forced many youths of the state to seek jobs
outside Bengal. He said the issue could be resolved only through political
change in the state.
The Prime Minister also accused the present government of being
anti-women and said women’s safety remained a matter of concern.
Referring to Jadavpur University, he alleged that academic activities were
being affected and questioned the steps taken by the state government to
protect the institution. He alleged that the ruling Trinamool Congress had



failed to work for backward communities in West Bengal but BJP if brought to
power would continue to serve people belonging to these sections.

He said that under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, eleven lakh LPG
connections had been provided in the district, including three lakh to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. He added that several other welfare
measures had also been implemented by the Centre for these communities.
Mr. Modi further alleged that the Trinamool Congress is anti-Dalit and
creating obstacles in the implementation of Central welfare schemes in the
state.

<><><> SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1600

SANJIO::RZ EP-I 24-04-2026
SHAH-WB-CAMPAIGN

Union Home Minister Amit Shah expressed confidence of forming the
next government in West Bengal after the first phase of assembly elections.
Speaking at a rally in Hingalganj, in North 24 parganas Shri Shah claimed the
Bharatiya Janata Party is poised to win around 110 of the 152 seats in the first
phase. He accused the ruling Trinamool Congress of corruption and misrule,
and promised to reopen the cases against those accused of atrocities on
women if BJP comes to power. The Home Minister also pledged to end
practices such as cut money and nephew tax, and vowed to deliver
development projects within five years that he said had stalled for the past
15. He further alleged that vote-bank politics had allowed illegal infiltration
into the state, and warned of tough measures nationwide if his party is
elected.
<><><> SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1651



SANJIO::RZ EP-I 24-04-2026
MAMATA-ABHISHEK CAMPAIGN

Trinamool Congress supremo and Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
accused the Centre of withholding two lakh crore rupees owed to West
Bengal. Addressing an election rally in Howrah today, she claimed that the
state remains in safe hands under her leadership, while suggesting that the
BJP should focus its attention on Manipur and Noida. Banerjee also claimed
that the BJP would secure less than half the number of seats it won in the
previous election. Meanwhile, Trinamool Congress’s All India General
Secretary Abhishek Banerjee, speaking at a rally in Jagatballavpur, Howrah,
launched a sharp attack on the BJP-led central government. He emphasized
that the development initiatives undertaken by the party in West Bengal
would continue in the coming days and highlighted the state’s record of
welfare projects.
<><><> SANDIPON DASGUPTA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1739

SANJIO EP-I 24-04-2026
REV AAP MPs RESIGN

In a big jolt to Aam Aadmi Party, three of its Rajya Sabha MPs Raghav
Chadha, Sandeep Pathak and Ashok Mittal have announced to quit the party.
Briefing media in New Delhi today, Mr Chadha announced that he will join the
BJP along with several other AAP MPs in the Upper House of Parliament. He
said, they have decided that the two-third members belonging to the AAP in
Rajya Sabha will merge with the BJP.

(Byte - Raghav Chadha)

Mr Chadha alleged that the Aam Aadmi party, which was formed with a
pledge to end corruption, is now trapped in the hands of corrupt and
compromised individuals. He said that they will work together under the
leadership of Prime Minister Modi for the nation. He said, in the Rajya Sabha,
the Aam Aadmi Party has ten MPs and more than two-thirds of them are with
their decision to join BJP. Mr Chadha said that they have already signed and
submitted all the documents to the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

(Byte - Raghav Chadha)
<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1624
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NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today stressed that
meaningful progress can be achieved only when global expansion is aligned
with local needs, especially in the banking sector. She was speaking at the
inauguration of the Maharashtra regional local head office of State Bank of
India (SBI) in Pune. Highlighting the role of banks, Sitharaman said that even
as institutions grow in scale, maintaining close connections with customers
remains essential. While digital banking and artificial intelligence (AI) are
transforming the sector, she emphasized that direct human interaction and
emotional understanding should not be lost.

Speaking on the Indian economy, she noted that its strength lies in a
large domestic market with strong consumption. Although exports are crucial
for generating value and revenue, current global challenges have impacted
them. However, she appreciated Indian exporters for identifying new
markets and continuing operations. She underlined that sustained economic
growth depends on consistent support to key sectors such as agriculture,
manufacturing, services, tourism, and information technology. In this
process, banks have a vital role in providing financial backing and stability.

Referring to the vision of “Developed India 2047,” Sitharaman said the
banking system must evolve to meet future demands. She announced that a
committee would be formed to guide necessary reforms and preparedness.

<><><> MADHAV JAYBHAYE/ PUNE/ MAIL/ 1744

SANJIO EP-1 24-04-2026
GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEFING

Government has said domestic LPG supply across the country is smooth
and no dry out has been at any distributor. Addressing an inter-ministerial
briefing in New Delhi, Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Sujata Sharma that Government is ensuring that supplies of domestic LPG
continue without any disruption amid the evolving situation in West Asia. She
said that home delivery of LPG cylinders are being facilitated and advised
consumers to opt online book and avoid rushing to distributor showrooms
directly Ms Sharma added that commercial LPG supply has been restored up
to 70 percent, and in April so far, over 1.47 lakh LPG cylinders have been sold.
She noted that as of yesterday, more than 81 thousand 5 kg cylinders were
sold and over 1.33 lakh 5 kg cylinders have been sold so far through



awareness camps.
S/B- SUJATA SHARMA

Director in the Ministry of Ports and Shipping and Waterways Mandeep
Singh Randhawa said that the Government continues to engage with every
stakeholder to ensure the welfare of all Indian seafarers and uninterrupted
maritime operations. He informed that Indian seafarers in the gulf region are
safe and no incident involving any Indian flagged vessels has been reported
in the past 24 hours.

S/B- MANDEEP SINGH RANDHAWA

Additional Secretary (Gulf) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Assem R.
Mahajan said that Government’s efforts are focused on ensuring the safety,
security and welfare of the Indian community in the region. He said the
Ministry is in constant touch with state governments and Union Territories for
information sharing. He further added that the safety of Indian seafarers in
the region is of high priority to the government.

S/B- ASSEM R MAHAJAN

Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal said
the Ministry is closely following all developments in regard to the West Asia
crisis.

PRIYA/ANAND/1551
SANJIO EP-1 24-04-2026

EVE PANCHAYATI RAJ-BAGHEL

Union Minister of State for Panchayati Raj S P Singh Baghel today
said that the vision of a 'Viksit Bharat' cannot be realized without the
comprehensive development of villages, farmers, panchayats, and the
broader rural landscape. He made these remarks while addressing the
gathering on the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day today. The Minister
said that inclusive growth at the grassroots level remains essential for
national progress.

BYTE-S P SINGH BAGHEL

He also noted that the government has undertaken substantial efforts to



improve efficiency and governance delivery. The Minister noted that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the benefits of various
government schemes are increasingly reaching the grassroots. Mr Baghel
added that mechanisms such as Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) have ensured
that assistance is delivered directly to beneficiaries, enhancing transparency
and reducing leakages.

BYTE-S P SINGH BAGHEL

In the celebration of National Panchayati Raj Day today, elected
representatives of the Panchayat from various states also participated. A
Gram Panchayat Pradhan from Bergani, Tehri Garhwal of Uttarakhand
Yudhveer Singh Rawat said that the Panchayati Raj Ministry is providing
handholding support to the Panchayats and its representatives. He added
that the Direct Benefit Transfer of the schemes has brought transparency and
removed corruption.

BYTE-YUDHVEER SINGH RAWAT (NSD GROUP)

Another gram Panchayat Pradhan from Kuttha, Chamba Block,
Uttarakhand Bhupendra Rawat said that the government through workshops
and seminars are strengthening them. He added that these initiatives are
improving their efficiency at the village level.

BYTE-BHUPENDRA RAWAT (NSD GROUP)
SAKLEN/1746



