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NEELAM DP-1 08.04.2027
PM FM - MUDRA YOJANA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana has proven to be highly beneficial in promoting self-employment
among the youth. The scheme, which was launched in 2015, has completed
11 years today. In a social media post, Mr Modi stated that the success of the
scheme has shown that when individuals are provided with the right



opportunities, they can become self-reliant and also contribute significantly
to the nation’s progress. On the occasion, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that the scheme has been instrumental in reshaping the
credit landscape for MSMEs and countless individual entrepreneurs in the
country. She highlighted that in the last decade, India witnessed a silent
transformation where crores of ordinary citizens stepped into
entrepreneurship with newfound confidence and agency. Mrs Sitharaman
added that with this initiative, entrepreneurship has become truly
democratised by removing the entry barriers to credit. The Minister said, PM
MUDRA Yojana will continue to empower entrepreneurs to become active
participants in the nation's journey to become Viksit Bharat by 2047.
Around 58 crore loans worth more than 40 lakh crore rupees have been
sanctioned under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana till date. Two-thirds of the
loans have been sanctioned to women entrepreneurs. Approximately
one-fifth of all the loans were extended to first-time entrepreneurs. This
initiative has been designed to bridge the gap in financial accessibility,
offering streamlined, easy collateral-free loans up to 20 lakh rupees to
support small-scale business ventures. MUDRA loans are being offered in four
categories namely, Shishu, Kishor, Tarun and TarunPlus which signifies the
stage of growth or development and funding needs of the borrowers.
<><>DIPENDRA/1023

NEELAM DP-I 08.04.2027
SHAH - MUDRA YOJANA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the PM MUDRA scheme
has played a significant role in empowering small traders, startups, and micro
and small industries by providing collateral-free loans. In a social media post,
Mr Shah noted that over the past eleven years, more than 58 crore loans
worth over 40 lakh crore rupees have been disbursed under the scheme. He
stated that around 12 crore youth have benefited from the initiative,
contributing to the vision of building an Atmanirbhar Bharat. The Minister
pointed out that nearly two-thirds of Mudra loan beneficiaries are women,
which is a historic achievement in the direction of women's empowerment
and self-reliance.

<><>DIPENDRA/1058
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RBI MONETARY POLICY (EARLY)

Reserve Bank of India, RBI kept interest rates unchanged at 5.25
percent. Announcing the first bi-monthly monetary policy for the current
fiscal, RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra said the Monetary Policy Committee has
unanimously decided to retain the repo rate at 5.25 per cent with a neutral
stance. Bi-monthly meeting of the committee began on Monday under the
chairmanship of the Governor. Monetary policy Committee has also expected
that, GDP for last financial year will be at 7.6 per cent while for current fiscal
it will be at 6.9 per cent. Mr. Malhotra said, Recent spike in energy prices has
emerged as a risk to inflation and projected that, CPI inflation for the current
financial year will be at 4.6 percent. He noted that elevated global
uncertainties require continuous vigil.
<><><>Jeevan Bhawasar/Mumbai/mail/1045 HRS
NEELAM DP-I 08.04.2027
POSHAN PAKHWADA

Women and Child Development Ministry will commemorate the 8th
edition of Poshan Pakhwada - 2026 from tomorrow across the country.
Underscoring the importance of nutrition, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
emphasised that a well-nourished child is the foundation of a strong nation.
He said that Poshan Abhiyaan is not just a government programme, but a
people’s movement to ensure holistic nutrition for every mother and child.
The theme for Poshan Pakhwada is - Maximizing brain development in the
first six years of life. This recognise that early childhood, particularly the first
one thousand days, is critical for brain development, physical growth, and
overall well-being. Scientific evidence indicates that over 85 per cent of brain
development occurs by the age of six, underscoring the importance of
optimal nutrition, responsive caregiving, and early learning. During the
Pakhwada, activities will be organized across States and Union Territories
through Anganwadi Centers, with participation from mothers, caregivers,
families, community institutions, and local bodies. These will include Poshan
Panchayats, awareness sessions, early stimulation activities, play-based
learning initiatives, and campaigns promoting healthy lifestyles and reduced
screen time among young children.

<><>DIPENDRA/1035
SHUKLA MP-I 08.04.2026
IRAN-ADVISORY

In view of the rapidly evolving situation in Iran, Ministry of External

Affairs has advised Indian nationals who are currently in Iran to stay put



where they are, shelter in place and avoid further movements. In the
advisory the Ministry said that any movement within Iran and to the border
crossings of Iran may be considered only in close coordination with the Indian
Embassy in Tehran and after obtaining explicit guidance of the Embassy.
Meanwhile, Indian Embassy in Iran advised Indian nationals who are still in
Iran must stay where they are for the next 48 hours. It has urged the citizens
to avoid all electric, military installations and upper floors of multi-storey
buildings, remaining indoors, and coordinating any highway movement
strictly with the Embassy. It added that those who are in Embassy-hired
hotels should stay put indoors while maintaining regular contact with on-site
embassy teams.

CB/SAKLEN/0435

SHUKLA MP-I 08.04.2026
MISRI-US VISIT

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will be on a three day visit to
Washington D.C. in the United States, beginning today. During his visit,
Foreign Secretary will hold discussions with senior officials of the U.S.
Administration on a wide range of issues, including trade, defence, science
and technology, as well as regional and global developments of mutual
interest. The External Affairs Ministry said that this visit will provide an
opportunity to review the full spectrum of India and U.S. bilateral relations
and advance ongoing cooperation across key areas. The visit follows the
External Affairs Minister’s visit to Washington D.C. in February this year and
is in keeping with the regular high-level exchanges between the two sides.
CB/AKSHIT/0450
SJA NP-II 07-04-2026
REV. IPL 2026

In IPL cricket, Rajasthan Royals (RR) defeated Mumbai Indians (MI) by
27 runs at the Barsapara Cricket Stadium in Guwahati. Chasing a target of
151 runs set by RR, Mumbai Indians could manage to score 123 runs losing
9 wickets. RR made 150 runs with the loss of 3 wickets in 11 overs. Mumbai
Indians skipper Hardik Pandya won the toss and opted to bowl first against
Riyan Parag’s Rajasthan Royals in Guwahati. The match was delayed due to
wet outfield. It was 11 overs game due to rains.<><>SJA/PTI/0043 HRS



