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S N DAS::SUSHMA NP-I

02.04.2026
WB-CBI INVESTIGATION

Election Commission has decided to entrust the investigation to the
CBI in connection with the incident of harassment of a judges in Malda
district of West Bengal. The decision has been taken in compliance with the
directive of the Supreme Court. They will submit their preliminary report to

the apex court on 6th April.



Meanwhile, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has
expressed strong displeasure and anguish over the law-and-order situation
in the state following the incident in Kaliachak, Malda, where judicial
officers were intimidated and attacked. According to Commission sources,
he delivered a stern warning to the state’s top administrative and police
officials during an emergency virtual meeting today. The meeting, which
lasted for several hours, was attended by the Chief Secretary, the Director
General of Police (DGP), the Chief Electoral Officer, the Commissioner of
Kolkata Police, as well as all District Magistrates and Superintendents of
Police. The CEC made it clear that recurrences of such incidents will draw
strict action against the responsible officials, stressing that mere transfers
do not constitute punishment. He also questioned the role of the Malda
District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police, expressing strong
dissatisfaction that no senior officials were present at the scene despite
unrest continuing for hours. He further asked the state DGP why
preventive measures had not been taken in advance.

Meanwhile, Mohammad Gulam Ali Ansari, Principal Secretary of the
Urban Development Department, has been appointed Commissioner of the
Malda Division. The Commission has also taken a tough stance on
providing security. It has directed that security should only be provided
when genuinely necessary. Commission said that security will be
withdrawn immediately from the leaders against whom non-bailable
warrants are pending . At the same time, the Commission has ordered that
the security of judicial officers be strengthened. If required, additional

protection or safe shelters must also be arranged for them and their



families, according to sources in the Chief Electoral Officer’s office.
<><>SANDIPON/AVIRUP/KOLKATA/MAIL/0055 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
02.04.2026

PM DENIS MANTUROV

First Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, Denis Manturov, called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi today. During the meeting, Mr
Manturov briefed the Prime Minister on the progress in various areas of
mutually beneficial cooperation, including trade and economic partnership,
fertilizers, connectivity and people-to-people ties. Mr Modi recalled the
successful visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin to India in December
last year for the 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit. Mr Modi expressed
satisfaction at the sustained efforts being made by both sides towards
implementation of the outcomes from the Annual Summit, aimed at further
strengthening the India- Russia Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership.

<><>BHANU/1943

S N DAS::SUSHMA NP-I

02.04.2026
JAISHANKAR MANTUROV

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar and Russia's First DPM
Dennis Manturov exchanged views on regional and global developments
including the conflict in West Asia in a meeting in Delhi today. Dr

Jaishankar said in a social media post that they had in-depth conversation



on India-Russia bilateral cooperation focusing on trade, industry, energy,
fertilizers, connectivity and mobility. They also discussed new opportunities
in technology, innovation and critical minerals.

<><>SUPARNA/0110 HRS
S N DAS NP-I
02.04.2026
NEW RAIJNATH-IGOM MEETING

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today chaired the second meeting of
the Informal Group of Ministers (IGoM) in New Delhi. In a social media
post, Mr Singh underlined the importance of Round-the-Clock monitoring of
the situation and the need to respond in a calibrated manner to deal with
any eventuality. The Minister informed that IGoM was apprised of the
measures being taken by the Government in the wake of the ongoing West
Asia conflict. During the meeting, the seven Empowered Groups of
Secretaries briefed the IGoM on the steps being taken to tackle
the situation. The Defence Ministry said that the measures will
reduce cost pressures on downstream sectors including textiles,
packaging and pharmaceuticals, facilitate supply stability in the
country and provide requisite clarity for investors contemplating
investments in India. The IGoM was informed that there have
been no reports of dry-out at LPG distributorships, and delivery of
domestic LPG cylinders continues as per the normal schedule. The
IGoM was apprised that industrial requirements dependent on
commercial LPG are being met, with over 80 percent of pre-crisis

supply levels being maintained to ensure continuity of operations.



It was informed that the number of LPG deliveries per day has
been increased significantly to cater to the surge in demand
caused by panic buying, ensuring that there is no shortage for
consumers. They also deliberated upon the next steps to be taken by the
Government to mitigate any adverse impact arising due to the ongoing
conflict.

The IGoM has been set up to monitor the evolving situation in West
Asia. Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar, Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
Power Minister Manohar Lal, New and Renewable Energy Minister Pralhad

Joshi, Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh also attended the

meeting.

<><>BHANU/RISHU/0030 HRS
MK MP-11 03.04.2026
MORN. IPL

In Indian Premiere League (IPL) cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH)
defeated Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) by 65 runs at the Eden Gardens in
Kolkata last night. Chasing a victory target of 227, KKR were bundled out
for 161 in just 16 overs.

Earlier, put into bat, Hyderabad scored 226 for 8 in stipulated 20
overs. Heinrich Klaasen scored 52 off 35 for Hyderabad while Angkrish
Raghuvanshi contributed 52 off 29 for Kolkata. Jaydev Unadkat picked up 3

wickets for Hyderabad while Blessing Muzarabani picked up 4 wickets for



Kolkata.
Nitish Kumar Reddy contributed 39 off 24 and picked up 2 wickets for
Kolkata. Nitish was adjudged player of the match.
Today, Chennai Super Kings will take on Punjab Kings at M. A.
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai at 7.30 pm.
<><><>NET/0450HRS
MK::CR MP-I 03.04.2026
PUDUCHERRY-PM VISIT
Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi will arrive in
Puducherry this afternoon to take part in election campaign.Our
Correspondent reports that Mr Modi will hold a roadshow and address party
workers and the pubilic.
(V/C- BIBIN S. NATH)
The Prime Minister will arrive in Puducherry airport around

4:15 pm. From there, the Prime Minister will proceed to Ajanta

Signal junction, the starting point of the roadshow. The roadshow
will pass through a stretch of about 1.2 kilometres in Anna salai

and conclude near the Kamarajar statue. NDA leaders and
candidates will accompany the Prime Minister. He will interact
with party workers and supporters alonqg the route, and urging
them to support the NDA. Around 30,000 people are expected to
participate in the event.Elaborate security arrangements have
been put in place for Prime Minister's visit. Over 1,000 police
personnel have been deployed, along with paramilitary forces
brought in for election duty. Barricades have been erected along




the route for crowd management and tree branches along the
road show stretch have been trimmed to ensure clear movement,

.- Bibin S. Nath, Akashvani News, Puducherry.

BIBIN S. NATH/ PUDUCHERRY/ MAIL/0516
MK::CR MP-I 03.04.2026
KERALAM-CAMPAIGNING

With just five days remaining for the conclusion of the public

campaign, candidates across all 140 constituencies in Keralam are
intensifying their efforts and planning last minute strategies to strengthen
their positions. Our correspondent has the details:

(V/C-SMITHY M PALLURUTHY)

"The release of election manifestos by all major fronts has

added momentum to campaign discussions in Keralam. Following
the earlier release of the NDA manifesto, both the UDF and LDF

unveiled their manifestos yesterday, heating up debates on
campaign platforms across the state. As part of the NDA
campaign, senior BJP leader and Union Minister J. P. Nadda will

arrive in Thiruvananthapuram today, accompanied by other
national leaders. Meanwhile, senior BJP leader Smriti Irani will

participate in a roadshow at Aruvikkara in support of the BJP

candidate. On the LDF side, CPM State Secretary M. V. Govindan

will attend campaign events in the Vamanapuram constituency
near Thiruvananthapuram. CPI State Secretary Binoy Viswam will

also take part in campaign programmes for LDF candidates in
Thiruvananthapuram. For the UDF, Congress Working Committee




member Deepender Singh Hooda will participate in campaign
activities in Thiruvananthapuram. Senior Congress leader and
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D. K. Shivakumar will attend

UDF campaign in Vattiyoorkavu. Campaigning continues to gain
intensity as all fronts make their final push ahead of polling day.

Smithy M Palluruthy, Akashvani News, Thiruvananthapuram."
SMITHY M PALLURUTHY/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/ MAIL/
S0516HRS

GAURAV EP-I 02.04.2026
GOYAL - WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today briefed
the media on the outcomes of the 14th Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) held in Yaoundé, Cameroon between 26th to
29th of the previous month. Addressing the media in New Delhi, Mr Goyal
said that the four-day conference witnessed intensive deliberations on key
global trade issues including WTO reforms, fisheries subsidies, investment
facilitation for development, e-commerce, agriculture, and other
developmental concerns. He informed that three key decisions were
announced during the conference, including measures aimed at
strengthening the integration of small economies into the multilateral
trading system, with a focus on improving trade logistics, connectivity, and
border processes to enhance their participation in global trade.

PM- SELF ENUNERATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has completed his self-enumeration for Census
2027. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that this is the first time data

collection is being done through digital means. He added, self-enumeration also
empowers the people of the country to self-enumerate their household details.
The Prime Minister also appealed to citizens to self-enumerate their household
details themselves and participate in the Census process.



