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SHUKLA MP-1
16.04.2026
PARLIAMENT SESSION

A three-day special sitting of extended Budget session of Parliament
will begin today. It will continue till 18th of this month and will primarily
focus on Constitutional Amendments to the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
The government will introduce three amendment bills to pave the way for
the operationalisation of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, which was
passed in 2023 proposing 33 percent reservation for women in the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies. These three Bills are - the Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirty-First Amendment) Bill, 2026, the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 and the Delimitation Bill, 2026. The
Constitution (Amendment) Bill seeks to further amend the Constitution of
India, while the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill proposes to
amend the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963, the Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991 and the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019. The Delimitation Bill provides for the
readjustment of the allocation of seats in the Lok Sabha to the States and



Union Territories, the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of
each State and Union Territories and the division of each State and each
Union territory having a Legislative Assembly into territorial constituencies
for elections to the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies of the States and
Union territories. More from our correspondent:

(VC ENG SUPARNA) ALREADY IN DUBBING

The special sitting has been convened to amend the Constitution
so that the women’s reservation Act can be implemented in the
2029 Lok Sabha elections after carrying out the delimitation
exercise. Few days ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had also
written to the floor leaders of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
urging all the parties to come together in one voice to pass
amendments in this regard. Mr. Modi emphasised that it is
imperative that the 2029 Lok Sabha elections and Assembly

elections are conducted with women's reservation in place.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiiu has also assured that

Women Reservation Bill is balanced and takes care of the

aspirations of every state, community and region.
(S/B KIREN RIJIJU)

Several political parties including BJP, JD(U), LIP(R) and
Congress have issued three line whip to all its MPs of both the
Houses to remain present during the proceedings of the House
and support their party stand. With Anand Kumar, Suparna Saikia,

Akashvani News, Delhi.

Meanwhile, Congress President and Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge said opposition parties are in favour of the
Women's Reservation Bill but expressed apprehensions about the way in
which the Bill is being brought. Briefing media in New Delhi after INDIA
bloc meeting, Mr Kharge claimed that the Bill is politically motivated.

(S/B MALLIKARJUN KHARGE)

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh said all opposition parties are
completely against the provisions of delimitation. He said they will
participate in the debate in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha and oppose it.

CB/Anand/Suparna/0350



SHUKLA MP-I 16.04.2026
GOYAL - RECORD EXPORT

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that
India has achieved record exports of 860 billion US dollar in financial year
2025-26. In a social media post, Mr Goyal said that the milestone, achieved
despite global headwinds, reflects the country's resilience and its growing
strength in expanding its global trading footprint. The Minister said that the
nine trade agreements concluded under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are further accelerating this momentum, opening new
markets and unlocking greater opportunities across sectors. He added, the
Government’s efforts to boost ease of doing business and create a business
and investor-friendly environment will continue to power this growth,
strengthening the country’s journey towards a Viksit Bharat.

Meanwhile, ASSOCHAM President Nirmal Minda has hailed the
achievement and said that it reflects the country’s strong resilience amid
severe global headwinds. Mr Minda said the robust performance, led by
services exports and supported by key sectors such as engineering and
electronics, support India’s growing global competitiveness. He said, the
milestone highlights effective policy support and industry efforts,
reinforcing confidence in the country’s export growth trajectory and its
expanding presence across diversified global markets. He expressed hope
that India’s exports will surpass one trillion US dollar in the current financial
year 2026-27, driven by India’s increasing competitiveness in global
markets.

CB/ANAND/RISHU/0425

S)::LAXMI EP-I 15.04.2026
REV EVE TN-CAMPAIGNING

In poll bound Tamilnadu, Prime Minister and Senior leader of the BIP
Narendra Modi today had a roadshow in the evening at Nagercoil. He
garnered votes for the BJP candidates in the fray after paying floral tributes
to the MGR statue at Vadachery Nagercoil. Thousands of people gathered
on the sides of the road and welcomed him . AIADMK general Secretary
Edappadi Palanisamy, State BJP leaders Nainar Nagendran, K.Annamalai,
Pon Radhakrishnan joined along with the Prime Minister. DMK Chief and



Chief Minister M.K Stalin campaigned at Dharmapuri ,youth wing leader of
the Party and Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi campaigned at
Vasudevanallur . TVK founder Actor Vijay also campaigned at Chennai City
when traffic snarled in the roads. NTK founder Actor Seeman is
campaigning at Thiruthuripoondi for his party.
<>Joy/Chennai/MAIL/2012 HRS

SJ EP-I
15.04.2026

EVE IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions over Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, North
Interior Karnataka and Telangana for the next two days. IMD has forecast
hot and humid weather over Andhra Pradesh, Coastal Karnataka, Gangetic
West Bengal, Gujarat, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa, Odisha, Tamil Nadu
Puducherry and Karaikal till the 17" of this month.The weather agency has
predicted thunderstorms and lightning over Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Odisha, Karnataka, Sikkim and the
Northeastern states for the next three days.

Meanwhile, Northwest India will experience gradual rise in maximum
temperatures by three to four degree Celsius during the next three days.

<><>RISHU/ROHAN/2014

SHUKLA MP-II

16.04.2026
INDIA-US TRDAE DEAL

Indian Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra met US Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer and former National Security Adviser
Robert O'Brien in Washington. The meeting held last as India and the US
are negotiating the finer elements of a bilateral trade agreement. A
delegation of Indian officials is expected to visit the US to hold discussions
on the agreement. Mr Kwatra in a post on X said that he was honored to
host Ambassadors Jamieson Greer and Robert O'Brien at India House. In
February, India and the US announced finalisation of a framework for the



first phase of the bilateral trade agreement. According to that framework,
the US had agreed to reduce tariffs on India to 18 per cent. Mr Kwatra said
that they had productive conversation on a range of bilateral cooperation
opportunities and important developments across the world.

Bilateral trade was part of the discussion during the recent visit of
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri to Washington last week.

On February 20, the US Supreme Court ruled that President Donald
Trump's tariffs policies imposed under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act were unconstitutional.

India and the US were initially planning to sign the trade deal in
March, but changes in the tariff landscape following the US Supreme Court
ruling have altered the situation. Official sources have earlier stated that
the agreement will be signed once the new global tariff architecture of
America is in place.

MK/PTI/0533
SHUKLA MP-I1 16.04.2026
IPL

In IPL cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Lucknow Super
Giants by five wickets at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru last
night. Put into bat first, Lucknow Super Giants were bowled out for their
lowest total of the season, 146, with Mitchell Marsh’s 40 being the highest
score. Bengaluru pacer Rasikh Salam Dar claimed a four-wicket haul, while
Bhuvneshwar Kumar took three wickets.

In reply, Royal Challengers Bengaluru overhauled the target for the
loss of five wickets in 15.1 overs, with opener Virat Kohli scoring 49 runs.
Lucknow’s Prince Yadav picked up three wickets, while Avesh Khan took
two wickets.

Bengaluru's Josh Hazlewood was named player of the match.

Today, Mumbai Indians will take on Punjab Kings at the Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai at 7:30 PM.

CB/BAIG/NET/0440

SHUKLA MP-I 16.04.2026
PM - AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR



Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Austrian Chancellor Dr. Christian
Stocker will hold discussions in New Delhi today on strengthening bilateral
cooperation across a wide range of areas. They will also exchange views
on regional and global issues of mutual interest, including cooperation in
multilateral fora. In a social media post, External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar expressed confidence that his discussions with Prime Minister
Modi will open new avenues for greater cooperation across various
domains.

Our correspondent reports that Chancellor Stocker is being
accompanied by a high-level delegation comprising Federal Minister of
Economy, Energy and Tourism Dr. Wolfgang Hattmannsdorfer, senior
officials and business leaders. This is the first visit of Chancellor Stocker to
India. This is also his first official visit to Asia.

India and Austria share warm, friendly and multi-faceted ties, rooted
in shared democratic values. The successful visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Austria in July 2024 substantially elevated the contemporary relations
between the two countries. The visit of Chancellor Stocker also reflects the
shared commitment of both countries to further deepen and expand
partnership in new areas of mutual interest.

CB/Suparna/0417

S)::LAXMI EP-I 15.04.2026
REV KOLKATA-AMIT SHAH

As the election is coming nearer in West Bengal campaigning is
getting more intense. The main contending parties Bharatiya Janata party
and Trinamool Congress is attacking each other with scating political jibes.

Today, BIP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressed a
public meeting virtually in Darjeeling and joined three public rallies in
Jalpaiguri and Coochbehar districts. He said the Gorkha issue in the
Darjeeling hills will be solved within constitutional framework and a
Narayani battalion would be formed in the police forces. Amit Shah
accused the ruling Trinamool Congress for neglecting the tea garden
workers and said land rights would be provided to them. He said Rajbanshi
language would be included in the 8th Schedule. Amit Shah said
development work and connectivity would be boosted in the north Bengal.
AIIMS, cancer hospital, IIT, IIM, Sports University, Tribal University would
come up in the districts of north Bengal and a tourism would be developed
in Darjeeling and other districts.



Trinamool Congress chief West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee referred to the SIR in West Bengal and accused BJP of curtailing
the voting rights of the people in the state. Mamata Banerjee today
addressed a public rally at Islampur town of north Dinajpur district of the
north Bengal in support of party candidates. She alleged that BJP is using
money to lure voters. Mamata Banerjee alleged that BJP used central
agencies to harass TMC. On the issue of tea garden workers she said the
present state government has given land rights to the them and those who
have not been given would be provided after the election. She said welfare
schemes had been introduced for the tea garden workers, farmers,
women, youths of the state.
<>KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/2008 HRS

Houselisting and Housing Census

The Ministry of Home Affairs has announced that field operations for the
Houselisting and Housing Census, the first phase of Census 2027, will
commence across multiple States and Union Territories today. In a
statement, the Ministry said the exercise will begin in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka, Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Odisha and
Sikkim, along with NDMC and Delhi Cantonment Board areas in the
national capital today.
<><><>

Uttar Pradesh Accident
In Uttar Pradesh, 5 people died after being hit by a train in Prayagraj
around 8 pm yesterday. Upon receiving information, police and railway
teams reached the spot and took possession of the bodies, sending them
for post-mortem. According to the police, efforts are being made to identify
the deceased. The accident occurred at Pachdeora Halt in the Karchhana
area.

Accident took place when all the passengers got down to relieve
themselves. At that moment, train coming from the other side, hit five
people, killing all of them.



