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SWATI MP-1 07.04.2026
CAMPAIGNING-ASSEMBLY POLLS

Campaigning for the Assembly elections in Assam, Keralam, and the
Union Territory of Puducherry draws to a close this evening. In the final
hours today, top leaders from various political parties will be making
concerted efforts to connect with voters and strengthen their support base
across these regions. Polling for 126 seats in Assam, 140 in Keralam and
30 seats in Puducherry will be held in a single phase on Thursday.

Yesterday, Senior BIP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi held
public meetings at Barpeta, Hojai and Dibrugarh in Assam. Mr Modi
expressed confidence that the BJP will form the government in Assam for a
third consecutive term. He reiterated that the development of every district
and region of the state remains a top priority for his party and the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA). He said, the past ten years have been marked
by peace and prosperity in Assam.

The Congress has also intensified its campaign in the state.
Addressing a press conference in Guwahati yesterday, senior party leader
Kumari Selja said the Congress stands for justice and equal rights for all.
Meanwhile, other political parties, including the Asom Gana Parishad,
Assam Jatiya Parishad, and Raijor Dal, have also stepped up their
campaign efforts across Assam.



Puducherry saw hectic campaign activity yesterday, with prominent
leaders addressing rallies and public meetings across the Union Territory.
Senior BJP leader Amit Shah, Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, and
DMK leader and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin were among those
leading the day’s high-voltage campaigning.

In Keralam, the campaign trail remained equally vibrant, with senior
leaders from various political parties holding meetings and roadshows
across the state.

Meanwhile, scrutiny of nominations will be taken up today for single
phase polling in Tamil Nadu and first phase of voting in West Bengal. The
filing of nominations for both concluded yesterday, while candidates can
withdraw their names until Thursday.  Polling for all 234 Assembly seats
in Tamil Nadu, along with 152 constituencies in the first phase in West
Bengal, will be held on the 23rd of this month. Polling for the second phase
in West Bengal will be held on 29th of this month, covering 142 seats.

Counting of votes for all four states and the Union Territory will take
place on the 4th of next month. CB/0417

SWATI MP-I 07.04.2026
RS-LS REJECT MOTION

Rajya Sabha Chairman C P Radhakrishnan and Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla have rejected the notice of motion brought by opposition
Members to remove Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat and the Lok Sabha Secretariat in
separate communications informed that after due consideration of the
notice of Motion and a careful and objective assessment of all relevant
aspects and issues involved, the Chairman, Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha
Speaker have refused to admit the notice of Motion.

In a first, the opposition had submitted notices in both the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha seeking to move a motion to remove the Chief
Election Commissioner from the post, alleging a partisan attitude.

CB/ANUPAM/0511

SWATI MP-II 07.04.2026
MORN IPL

In IPL Cricket, the match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Punjab
Kings was abandoned due to rain at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata last



night. Opting to bat after winning the toss, Kolkata Knight Riders got off to
a disastrous start, reaching 25 for the loss of two wickets in just 3.4 overs
before rain halted play. Punjab Kings pacer Xavier Bartlett dismissed
overseas stars Finn Allen and Cameron Green in the second over. With no
result possible, both teams shared a point each. It was the first point for
the Ajinkya Rahane-led Kolkata Knight Riders, while the Shreyas Iyer-led
Punjab Kings moved to the top of the points table, remaining unbeaten
with two wins and one no-result.

In today’s fixture, Rajasthan Royals will take on Mumbai Indians at
the Barsapara Cricket Stadium in Guwahati at 7:30 PM Indian Standard
Time. Rajasthan Royals are currently placed third on the points table, while
Mumbai Indians are in sixth position. Royal Challengers Bengaluru occupy
the second spot. <><><>

NET/0440 HRS

SKS::SUSHMA NP-I 06.04.2026
CUSTODIAL DEATH-JUDGEMENT

The first additional district and sessions Court in Madurai awarded
death sentence to all the nine police personnel convicted in the custodial
death of P. Jeyaraj and his son J. Beniks in Sathankulam in Tuticorin
district in 2020. The quantum of punishment in the case was announced
today. Jeyaraj and Beniks were taken to the Sathankulam police Station in
Tuticorin district late in the evening of June 19,2020 on charges of having
kept their shop beyond the deadline during the Covid 19 lockdown. They
were brutally assaulted by the policemen at night and were lodged in
Kovilpatti sub jail the next day. Beniks died of brutal injuries at the
Kovilpatti Government hospital on June 22, 2020, while his father Jeyaraj
died the next day. Judge G.Muthukumaran imposed death sentence on all
the nine convicted police then inspector S.Sridhar, Sub inspectors K.
Balakrishnan, P.Raghu Ganesh, head constables S. Murugan and A.
Samadurai and four constables M. Muthuraja, S. Chelladurai, X.Thomas
Francis and S.Valimuthu. The 10th suspect the then Sub inspector Paldurai
who also was arrested died of Covid 19 in August 2020. The Madras High
Court took suo moto cognizance of the custodial deaths on June 24. On
29th June, the High Court handed over the case to the CBI. After the
Tuticorin Principal District Judge who had been closely monitoring the case,
informed that personnel at the police station were not cooperating with the



Kovilpatti judicial magistrate's inquiry, the High Court directed the Tuticorin
District Collector to depute revenue officers for taking control of the police
station for collecting relevant materials. The chargesheet was filed by the
CBI against the nine policemen on 25th September 2020. It filed a
supplementary charge sheet on 12th August 12, 2022.<>
JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/2347 HRS

SWATI MP-II 07.04.2026

REV TRUMP-IRAN

US President Donald Trump has issued a stark warning, saying the
United States could decimate Iran in a single night if Tehran fails to reach a
deal and the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial global energy route, is not
reopened before the deadline. President Trump has set a deadline of 5:30
AM Indian Standard Time tomorrow for reaching an acceptable deal that
ensures the free flow of energy through the Gulf. Speaking at a press
conference at the White House, President Trump said the US could target
Iran’s energy and transport infrastructure if the Strait remains closed. He
warned that Iranian systems could be destroyed swiftly if no deal is
reached, while noting that some Iranian leaders appear to be negotiating
in good faith, though the situation remains uncertain.

(S/B TRUMP)

Meanwhile, Iran has rejected US proposals for a ceasefire,
demanding an end to hostilities, reconstruction assistance, and the removal
of sanctions.

President Trump also criticized Pacific allies, particularly NATO
countries, for not supporting US military efforts in the region. He expressed
frustration that many allies declined to assist in reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, which is vital to the global oil supply, despite US support for them
in the past.

The press conference was held alongside the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Dan Caine, and US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth,
just days after US forces successfully recovered two crew members of an
F-15 fighter jet downed in southern Iran. <><><>

MAYUR/NET/0555 HRS



SWATI MP-1 07.04.2026
PREZ-AP ACT

President Droupadi Murmu has given her assent to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation (Amendment) Act, 2026, officially declaring
Amaravati as the sole and permanent capital of Andhra Pradesh. A Law
Ministry notification said, the President gave her assent to the Act
yesterday. The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha had passed the the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2026 last week during the
Budget session. The new law accords statutory status to Amaravati as the
sole capital of Andhra Pradesh. <><><>

ANUPAM/0633



