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NSD
GAURAV EP-1 01.04.2026

REV INTER MINISTERIAL BRIEFING

The Government today assured that the seeds of all types of crops are sufficiently
available in the country amid the West Asia Conflict. Addressing the Inter Ministerial
Meeting on Recent Developments in West Asia in New Delhi, Additional Secretary of
Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Dr Maninder Kaur Dwivedi informed that
over 185 lakh quintals of Kharif crops seeds are available across the country. She also said
that 46 percent of fertilizers already available as the opening stock for current Kharif
season. The Additional Secretary further said that sufficient quantity of agrochemicals is
also available in the country. Dr Kaur said that the states have also been asked to
encourage biopesticides and other sustainable methods. She said that the prices of the
top crops including tomato, onion, and potato, are in the range with an improving trend
at the wholesale level

(BYTE- Maninder Kaur Dwivedi)



Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Civil Aviation, Asangba Chuba Ao informed that the
aviation industry has welcomed the Government's decision to implement the limited
increase of 25 percent on aviation turbine fuel prices for domestic schedule carriers on
domestic routes. He added that this measure provides critical relief as global energy
markets face unprecedented surges due to the disruptions in West Asia. He said, this
intervention will ensure that the domestic operational costs of Indian carriers remain
manageable.

(BYTE- ASANGBA CHUBA AO)

Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma said
that country’s crude inventory is currently sufficient. She said that the Government has
made arrangements to ensure adequate crude supply for the next two months. The Joint
Secretary also informed that country’s refineries are operating at optimal capacity, and no
instances of fuel shortages have been reported at retail outlets. She noted that to shield
domestic consumers from international price volatility, the Government has reduced
excise duty on petrol and diesel so that consumers are protected and prices do not rise.

(Byte- Sujata Sharma)

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that the Indian
Embassy in Tehran has so far assisted 1 thousand 171 Indians in their movement. This
includes 818 students who exited Iran via land borders into Armenia and Azerbaijan and
are returning to India by air. He said that out of these, 977 have crossed over into Armenia
and 194 into Azerbaijan.

(BYTE- RANDHIR JAISWAL)
SHIVANG/BHANU/1701 HRS

PM ASSAM CAMPAIGNING:
Campaigning has intensified for Assembly elections in Assam, Keralam and Puducherry.
Single phase polling for 126 constituencies in Assam, 140 seats in Keralam and
30-member Puducherry assembly will be held on the Sth of this month. Prime Minister and
Senior BJP leader Narendra Modi addressed rallies at Gogamukh and Biswanath in Assam
today. Speaking at Gogamukh, Mr. Modi said that in the last ten years of NDA rule in
Assam, the state has witnessed significant progress.
[S/B-PM ASSAM DEVELOPMENT-21 SECS]

Senior Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra addressed public meetings during
his day-long visit to Assam today. Speaking in Sivasagar district, Priyanka said rising living
costs are burdening citizens and termed the BJP’s policies anti-people.

GAURAV EP-1 01-04-2026
PRADHAN- AI CT CURRICULUM LAUNCH

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has called for introducing



Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Indian languages, aligning
with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP). Launching the Computational
Thinking and Artificial Intelligence Curriculum for Classes III to VIII in New Delhi, the
Minister stressed that while the curriculum has been introduced in English, it must
eventually be localized. Mr Pradhan noted that India has the capacity to adapt quickly due
to its intellectual diaspora and ability to localize knowledge effectively. He also highlighted
India’s historical intellectual tradition, mentioning mathematicians like Aryabhatta and
Madhav, who developed foundational ideas in their native languages. He said this legacy
reinforces the need to democratize modern knowledge systems like AI in regional
languages.

S/B- DHARMENDRA PRADHAN IN GNR MAIL

The Minister also advised the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) to coordinate with state bodies to translate and implement the
curriculum across languages within the academic year. Speaking on the occasion, Minister
of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary said that the newly launched Computational
Thinking and Artificial Intelligence curriculum will be introduced in Central Board of
Secondary Education schools across the country. He added that the initiative aligns with
the National Education Policy’s focus on innovative pedagogy and early exposure to
emerging technologies.

S/B- JAYANT CHAUDHURY IN GNR MAIL

Developed by the Central Board of Secondary Education, the CT and AI curriculum
aims to introduce foundational digital and analytical skills to students from Classes III to
VIII, integrating emerging technologies into school education at an early stage.

PRIYA/1819HRS

The Rajya Sabha today passed the Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration)
Bill, 2026 with a voice vote. The bill aims to regulate the general rules governing the
recruitment and conditions of service of Group A General Duty Officers and other officers
in the Central Armed Police Forces. The Lok Sabha has passed the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2026. It amends the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014. It accords statutory status to Amaravati as the sole capital of Andhra Pradesh.

GAURAV : HC EPP 01.04.2026
REV LS - JAN VISWAS BILL

Lok Sabha has taken up the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026 for
consideration and passing. The legislation amends certain enactments for decriminalising
and rationalising offences to further enhance trust-based governance for ease of living
and doing business. The bill will decriminalise minor offences and implement measures
such as revising fines and penalties proportionate to the offence. It proposes to amend 79
Central Acts administered by 23 Ministries. A total of 784 provisions are being proposed to



be amended, out of which 717 provisions are being decriminalised to foster ease of doing
business, and 67 provisions are being proposed to facilitate ease of living. Initiating the
discussion, Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy of Congress said, this Bill claims to decriminalise
multiple laws, but in reality, it will increase corruption. He said that the bill does not
strengthen public trust and fails to address deeper structural issues. Mr Reddy said that
diluting criminal penalties will not improve the ease of doing business. He claimed that the
Bill removes imprisonment for those manufacturing and selling fake medicines and
fraudulent cosmetics.

Tejasvi Surya of BIP said, this bill will improve both ease of doing business and ease
of living. He lauded the government, saying it has brought forward the largest
decriminalisation exercise in independent India’s history. Mr Surya said that, with this
single piece of legislation, the government is decriminalising over one thousand minor
offences. He said, this is not just a reform, but a model for the rest of the world to follow.
Mr Surya added that the Jan Vishwas Bill is not merely about numbers, but it reflects a
fundamental philosophical shift from distrust to trust, and a regulator to a facilitator, which
is the foundation of building a Vikshit Bharat. Devesh Chandra Thakur of JDU said the Bill
will inspire people to not commit any offence. He said it has come as a relief to many
people and it will also curb corruption.

Shiv Sena (UBT)’s Arvind Ganpat Sawant said government should also bring
initiatives for the undertrials in Indian jails. NK Premachandran of RSP, Hanuman Beniwal
of RLP, Priya Saroj of Samajwadi Party also participated in the debate. The discussion is
underway.

<><>DIPENDRA/SUPARNA/ANUPAM/SANJEEV/1742 hrs

In Asian Boxing Championships, Indian boxers Sachin Siwach and Vishvanath Suresh
advanced to the quarterfinals in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia today. In IPL Cricket, Hosts
Lucknow Super Giants will take on Delhi Capitals from 7:30 this evening. In Football,
defending champions India will face Bhutan in the semi-final of the SAFF Under 20
Championship in the Maldives at 9 PM tonight.



