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SHUKLA EP-I 10.042026
PM- NITISH KUMAR/HARIVANSH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today congratulated Bihar Chief
Minister and JDU National President Nitish Kumar on taking oath as a
Member of Rajya Sabha. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that Nitish
Kumar is one of the most experienced leaders in the country and his
commitment to good governance has been appreciated everywhere. The
Prime Minister noted that Mr Kumar has made an indelible contribution to
the development of Bihar and it will be a great pleasure to see him in
Parliament once again. Mr Modi also showed confidence that Mr Kumar’s
long political experience will further enhance the dignity of Parliament. The
Prime Minister also congratulated former Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha,
Harivansh for being nominated to the Rajya Sabha. Mr Modi said that Mr
Harivansh has made invaluable contributions to journalism and public life
and is a respected intellectual and thinker. The Prime Minister added that
with his profound thoughts and insights, Mr Harivansh has enriched the
proceedings of the House over the past few years.
AKSHIT/VISHNU/1429
BS EP-I 10.04.2026
RS-HARIVANSH OATH

Rajya Sabha Chairman CP Radhakrishnan administered oath to newly
nominated member Harivansh today. He took oath in the Hindi language.
Union Ministers including Nirmala Sitharaman, Jagat Prakash Nadda, Arjun
Ram Megwal and Ram Nath thakur were present on the occasion.

<><><>SAKLEN/1604
BS EP-1 10.04.2026
REV.GOVT-WEST ASIA BRIEF

The government has said that it has successfully met the peak
demand of electricity and energy requirements of the country amid the
West Asia crisis. During the inter-ministerial briefing in New Delhi today,
Additional Secretary of Ministry of Power Piyush Singh said that all thermal
power plants are running in full capacity with adequate coal stocks. He said



that the government is planning for power capacity addition of 22 thousand
mega watts across thermal, solar, wind, and hydro gas in next three
months.

(S/B-PIYUSH SINGH)

Joint Secretary in Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Sujata
Sharma said, domestic LPG and fuel supply is stable in the country. Ms
Sharma assured that there is sufficient availability of petrol and diesel, and
no dryout has been reported. She said that one lakh and six thousand
tonne commercial LPG has been delivered since 14th of last month. She
said that more than one lakh LPG cylinders weighing five kilogram are
being sold everyday. Ms Sharma said that domestic natural gas use is
being prioritised and people are urged to shift from LPG to PNG for
efficiency.

(S/B-SUJATA SHARMA)

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that
country is closely following developments in West Asia, with ministers
visiting Gulf countries to strengthen energy security. He said that the
country is deeply concerned by reports of a large number of civilian
casualties in Lebanon and assured that the Indian Embassy in Lebanon is
in close touch with the Indian community for their safety and security. He
said that the country has always emphasized the protection of civilians as
the foremost priority. Mr Jaiswal also underlined the importance of
observing international law and respecting the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of states.

(S/B- RANDHIR JAISWAL)

Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Mukesh Mangal said that all Indian seafarers in the region are
safe and there has been no incident involving an Indian-flagged vessel in
the past 24 hours. He added that the ministry has facilitated the safe
repatriation of more than 1 thousand 927 Indian seafarers so far, including
124 in the last 24 hours. He assured that the Ministry is coordinating with
the Ministry of External Affairs, Indian missions, and maritime stakeholders
to ensure seafarer welfare and uninterrupted maritime operations.

(S/B- MUKESH MANGAL)
<><>ANAND/RISHU/1651 HRS
BS EP-I 10.04.2026
HARDEEP PURI- QATAR
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri today said



that Qatar has reaffirmed its commitment to remain a reliable energy
supplier to India. Mr Puri said this after holding discussions with the Qatar
Minister of State for Energy Affairs, and President and CEO of Qatar Energy
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi in Doha. In a social media post, Mr Puri said that
during the meeting, both sides discussed all aspects of the strategic
relations between the two countries, including high level engagements,
trade, investment, energy, culture and people-to-people relations. He said
that the two sides also expressed hope for early return of peace and
stability in the West Asia region. He noted that both India and Qatar
welcomed the two-week ceasefire agreed between the US and Iran. India
and Qatar highlighted the importance of an early end to disruption in
global energy supplies and restoration of normalcy. Mr Puri said that both
sides further emphasized the need for unimpeded freedom of navigation
and the global flow of commerce to maintain global supply chains.
<><><> VISHNU/1659 HRS
BS EP-I 10-04-2026
REV. JAISHANKAR-MAURITIUS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today held a series of
bilateral meetings with leaders of various countries on the sidelines of ninth
Indian Ocean Conference in Port Louis, Mauritius. Dr Jaishankar called on
Mauritius President Dharambeer Gokhool. In a social media post Dr
Jaishankar said their conversation reflected the warmth of friendship and
the steadfast commitment to further advancing partnership between the
two nations. Dr Jaishankar also met the former Mauritius Prime Minister
and leader of Militant Socialist Movement party Pravind Kumar Jugnauth.
He appreciated the leader’s strong commitment to India-Mauritius
partnership.

The External Affairs Minister met the Foreign Minister of
Seychelles Barry Faure. Dr Jaishankar said that India is committed to
supporting Seychelles in meeting current economic challenges. He also
welcomed the steps in implementing the India-Seychelles Special Economic
Package. Further, he also held a conversation with Bhutan’s Foreign
Minister DN Dhungyel. Dr Jaishankar said that the unique and time-tested
India-Bhutan partnership is continuing to progress and prosper.
<><><>PRIYA/1726 HRS
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