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ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS POLLING: Polling for Assembly elections in
Assam, Kerala and Puducherry, along with by-elections in four Assembly
constituencies across three states, remained largely peaceful yesterday.
According to the Election Commission, Assam recorded a voter turnout of
85.38 percent, while Puducherry saw 89.83 percent—both the highest ever in
their Assembly election history. In Kerala, polling stood at 78.03 percent. In
the by-elections, Karnataka's Bagalkot seat registered 68.70 percent turnout,
while Davanagere South recorded 68.55 percent. Koridang in Nagaland saw
82.21 percent voting, and Dharmanagar in Tripura recorded over 80 percent
turnout.  Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, along with Election
Commissioners Dr. S.S. Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi, monitored the polling
process through live webcasting, which was implemented at all polling
stations in these regions for the first time. Several voter-friendly
measures were introduced, including colour photographs of candidates on
EVM ballot papers, mobile deposit facilities, redesigned voter information
slips, and a cap of 1,200 voters per polling station.

MORN. PUDUCHERRY- VOTER TURNOUT: In Puducherry, an
unprecedented voter turnout of 89.87 per cent was recorded in yesterday's
voting for the Assembly Elections. As per the final figures released by Election
Commission, it is the highest ever recorded polling percentage in the Union
Territory since its merger with India and the first Assembly election held in
1964. Nearly, 13 thousand voters including senior citizens, persons with
disabilities, and government personnel engaged in election and essential
services, exercised their franchise through postal ballots. Postal ballots have
also been issued to 328 service voters, who can cast their votes till 8 a.m. on
the counting day, May 4. With these, the overall turnout is expected to
increase by around 1.36 per cent making the total polling percentage 91.23.
On the polling day drone surveillance helped to detect instances of cash
distribution to influence voters in Villianur, Kalapet, Uzhavarkarai, Manavely,
and Karaikal constituencies. Election Commission seized over 1,18,000
rupees in connection with these violations.

TN-ELECTIONEERING: Electioneering is in full swing in Tamil Nadu with

star campaigners Senior BJP leaders and Union Ministers Piyush Goyal, Dr. L.
Murugan, State BJP's former leader Annamalai are wooing voters for the NDA
alliance.  AIADMK leader Edappadi Palanisamy, DMK Chief and Chief



Minister of Tamil Nadu MK Stalin, Udhayanidhi Stalin, Sengottaiyan,
Premalatha Vijaykant, Dr. Anbumani, Kanimozhi and many others are criss
crossing the state garnering votes for their parties.

WB-MAMATA BANERJEE CAMPAIGN: Trinamool Congress Chief and

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today asserted that her party will emerge
victorious in the upcoming elections despite the BJP's alleged attempts to
capture Bengal by deleting over 90 lakh names from the voter list through
SIR. Addressing a public meeting in Minakhan in support of candidate
Usharani Mondal, the Chief Minister claimed that names of people from all
religions and communities were removed. She also claimed that through her
personal initiative, 32 lakh names have already been restored, and she
vowed that everyone will eventually be included in the rolls.Accusing other
states of persecuting Bengalis, the Chief Minister warned that if Bengali
speakers in those states are labeled as infiltrators, then BIP leaders arriving
in West Bengal from other states should also be treated as such.

JAL SHAKTI- PROJECT REVIEW: The 21st Central Monitoring Committee
Meeting (Part-II) of Ministry of Jal Shakti today reviewed the progress of
States on river rejuvenation and pollution abatement. Jal Shakti Ministry said
that the Committee reviewed the status of implementation of Action Plans for
polluted river stretches, including progress of Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs) and Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs). It also inspected the
functioning and compliance status of existing sewage treatment
infrastructure, solid waste management interventions, and issues related to
environmental flows and floodplain regulation. The status of submission of
action plans for management of pollution in coastal areas, as well as the
functioning of River Rejuvenation Committees was also reviewed.

MORN. JAISHANKAR MAURITIUS: External Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar has said, the partnership between India and Mauritius has seen
significant progress over the past year. Speaking to the media after meeting
Mauritian Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam, in Port Louis, Dr. Jaishankar
said, discussions covered a wide range of areas, including maritime
cooperation, development partnership, health, education, capacity building



and people-to-people ties. He reiterated India’s continued support to
Mauritius in line with its development priorities. Dr. Jaishankar arrived in
Mauritius yesterday to attend the 9th Indian Ocean Conference. The External
Affairs Minister noted that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
island nation in March last year, both countries agreed to elevate ties to an
enhanced strategic partnership.

TRUMP-IRAN CEASEFIRE: US President Donald Trump has raised
concerns over the effectiveness of the ongoing ceasefire linked to the Iran
conflict, alleging that Iran is not adhering to agreed terms regarding the flow
of oil through the Strait of Hormuz. In a social media post, Trump said, Iran
was doing a “very poor job” in allowing oil shipments. He warned against
reports of Tehran charging fees on tankers passing through the crucial
waterway. The White House has reiterated its support for keeping the Strait
of Hormuz open as part of the ceasefire arrangement, while opposing any
attempt by Iran’s military to impose tolls on international shipping.

ISRAEL CRITICISE PAK: Israel has strongly criticised remarks made by
Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, calling them “outrageous” and
questioning Pakistan’s credibility as a neutral mediator in ongoing middle east
tensions. In a statement, the Israeli Prime Minister’'s Office said, calls for
Israel’s annihilation are unacceptable from any government, particularly one
positioning itself as a facilitator of peace. The response came after Mr. Asif
made controversial comments on social media, referring to Israel in highly
critical terms and making remarks widely condemned as inflammatory.

IPL: In IPL Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants defeated Kolkata Knight Riders by
3 wickets in a thrilling last-ball finish at Eden Gardens last night. Chasing a
target of 182 runs, Lucknow Super Giants reached the total on the final
delivery with three wickets in hand. In today’s fixture, Rajasthan Royals will
face Royal Challengers Bengaluru at ACA Stadium. The match is scheduled to
begin at 7:30 PM.



