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SANJIO :: MEENU EP-I

13.03.2026
REV PM-ASSAM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated and laid
foundation stone for various development works worth over 4,570
crore rupees in Kokrajhar, Assam via Video Conferencing. Virtually
addressing from Guwahati, the Prime Minister said the Government
has been working for all-round development of the Bodo Territorial Council
area and 1,500 crore rupees has been sanctioned for its fast development.



The Prime Minister’s scheduled visit to Kokrajhar has been canceled due to
weather conditions.

The Prime Minister highlighted that the Bodo region, which
experienced violence and bloodshed for decades, has entered a new era of
growth and stability, noting that thousands of youths surrendered their
arms to join the mainstream. Mr Modi said his government has
ensured that the faith and traditions of the Bodo community
receive recognition at the national level.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi slammed the Congress party for its
long-standing neglect of Bodoland area and said that the BIP led NDA
government is working for all round development of this area. The PM
accused the Congress for fostering divisive politics and neglecting
this area and highlighted the BIP's efforts to correct the mistakes
of Congress by strengthening peace in the region.

On the occasion, the PM virtually laid the foundation stone of a road
infrastructure project Assam Mala 3.0, four flyovers and two bridges in the
BTC area. On the same occasion, the PM laid the foundation stone of a
railway Periodic Overhauling Workshop at Basbari in Kokrajhar district and
also flagged off three new trains Kamakhya-Charlapalli Amrit Bharat
Express; Guwahati- New Jalpaiguri Express and Narangi-Agartala Express.
The PM also laid the foundation for 36 new bridges for 34 districts of the
State.

At Guwahati, the PM will perform Bhoomi Poojan, inaugurate and
dedicate to the nation several development projects around 19,680 crore
rupees. The PM will also symbolically hand over land pattas to eligible tea
garden workers of the State and dedicate the 150 MW Kopili Hydropower
Project.

The Prime Minister will dedicate to the nation the Capacity
Enhancement Project of the Numaligarh-Siliguri Product Pipeline
of Oil India Limited. The project will facilitate the expansion of the
Numaligarh Refinery from 3 MMTPA to 9 MMTPA. The Prime
Minister will also inaugurate Phase 1 of the North East Gas Grid, a
major pipeline project that connects Guwahati with Numaligarh,
Gohpur, and Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh with a branch line
extending to Dimapur, Nagaland. The Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone for Numaligarh Refinery Limited’s Rail-Fed
POL Terminal at Panchgram, Hailakandi District. These projects
will significantly strengthen energy infrastructure in the North-



East and enhance national energy security.

Major railway electrification projects will be dedicated to the
nation by the Prime Minister, including the Rangiya-
Murkongselek, Chaparmukh-Dibrugarh, Badarpur-Silchar and
Badarpur-Churaibari rail lines. The Prime Minister will also lay the
foundation stone for the Furkating-Tinsukia rail line doubling
project.

In the waterways sector, the Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone for cruise terminals at Bishwanath Ghat in
Biswanath district and Neamati in Jorhat district. The Prime
Minister will also perform Bhoomi Poojan for the Regional Centre
of Excellence at Bogibeel in Dibrugarh, which will serve as a
premier maritime training and research hub for the Northeast
region. The Prime Minister will also inaugurate the approach road
connecting Pandu Jetty to NH-27 at Guwahati.

The Prime Minister will also inaugurate the PM Ekta Mall in
Guwahati.

The Prime Minister will also release the 22nd installment of
the PM-KISAN scheme to over 9.3 crore farmers across the
country, under which eligible farmers receive Rs. 2,000 directly
into their bank accounts from Guwahati.

Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will lay foundation stones and
dedicate to the nation various projects worth Rs. 23,550 crore at
Silchar.<><><>
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13.03.2026
REV GOVT BRIEFING - WEST ASIA

India has highlighted to Iran the importance of unhindered
transit of energy and goods amid the current situation in West
Asia. During the Inter-Ministerial briefing on recent developments in West
Asia, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Iranian President Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian
last evening and stressed on New Delhi's priority regarding the safety and
well-being of Indian nationals in the region, including in Iran. The
spokesperson also reiterated India’s consistent position that all issues must



be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy.
(S/B RANDHIR JAISWAL)

Mr Jaiswal said the Control Room established at External Affairs
Ministry is working at speed and till date, 900 phone calls and 200 emails
have been received. He informed that real time hand holding is being given
to people so that issue at hand can be resolved. The spokesperson said
that in the last few days, 170 Indian nationals have crossed through the
land border from Iran into Armenia.

(S/B RANDHIR JAISWAL)

Special Secretary, Ministry of Ports Shipping and Waterways, Rajesh
Kr Sinha said there are 24 Indian flagged vessels to the west of Strait of
Hormuz. He said there are three Indian flagged vessels to the east of Strait
of Hormuz.

(S/B RAJESH KR SINHA)

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata
Sharma said India is self sufficient in the production of petrol and diesel.
She said all refineries are working at 100 percent capacity and refineries
have adequate invetory of crude. She informed that domestic PNG and
CNG for vehicles will receive 100 percent supply with no cuts. She also said
that there are 1.5 crore consumers of PNG and supply is being ensured for
all. All the retail outlet dealers have also been directed to strictly follow
guidelines while dispensing fuel and any violation will invite strict action.

(S/B SUJATA SHARMA)

On LPG, the Joint Secretary said this is a matter of concern but there
is no dry out in any of the 25 thousand distributors. Ms Sharma urged
people to not believe in rumours and indulge in panic buying. She said
action is being taken on black marketing and hoarding. She assured that
uninterrupted supply to domestic houses have been ensured, and hospitals
and educational institutions are also being supplied LPG. She also said that
domestic production of LPG has increased by 30 percent today.

Secretaries of Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry and Consumer
Affairs Ministry today held a meeting with Secretaries of Food and Civil
Supply departments from all States/UTs. All States and UTs have been
assured of the continuous coordination and cooperation with regard to fuel
supplies in the country. States and UTs have been advised tot ake action
against black marketing and hoarding.

Suparna/1805 hrs



« DAY WEST ASIA

The ongoing conflict involving Iran, Israel and the US has rapidly escalated
in West Asia. It has shaken global markets, pushing oil prices sharply
higher and prompting several major economies to release supplies from
their strategic reserves. Iranian officials have warned the conflict could turn
into a prolonged war of attrition capable of severely damaging the global
economy. Tehran says it still maintains control over the Strait of Hormuz
and has threatened to target economic infrastructure linked to the United
States and Israel. The conflict has also spread beyond the immediate
battlefield. A powerful explosion shook buildings in Dubai, with a large
cloud of smoke seen rising over a central area of the Middle East financial
hub. At the same time, Saudi Arabia said its air defences intercepted
dozens of drones entering its airspace as Iran expanded attacks on oil-rich
Gulf countries in response to the US-Israeli strikes.

BISHAL/NET/1346

e LS - TRANSGENDER BILL
Social and Justice Minister Dr Virendra Kumar today introduced the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 in the
Lok Sabha today. The Bill aims to amend the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.

e SC- MENSTRUAL LEAVE
The Supreme Court today refused to entertain a PIL seeking a

nationwide policy providing menstrual leave for women students and
workers, observing no one would give them jobs in such a scenario. The
top court said that such a provision would unintentionally reinforce gender
stereotypes. A bench comprising Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi however, said the competent authority may consider the
representation and examine the possibility of framing a policy on menstrual
leave after consulting all relevant stakeholders.

e JAISHANKAR-INDIAN OCEAN



The Government today said that it is closely monitoring all
developments in the Indian Ocean Region impinging on India’s security and
economic interests. In a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today,
External Affairs Minister, Dr S Jaishankar said that the government is taking
appropriate measures to safeguard India’s interests in the Indian Ocean.
He stated that in line with its Neighbourhood First policy, Act East policy
and Mahasagar vision, India has been working with its partners to
strengthen regional cooperation in the neighbourhood.

<>AKSHIT/1558

e SHEKHAWAT-PURI LPG

Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat today met Petroleum
and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri to discuss the ongoing
commercial LPG situation and its impact on the hospitality and tourism
sector. In a social media post, Mr Shekhawat highlighted that 20 percent of
the average monthly commercial LPG requirement has begun to be
allocated to businesses starting today. The Minister said that additional
supply measures are being worked out to support hotels and restaurants.
Mr Shekhawat remarked that the current strain is part of a wider global
disruption due to the ongoing war and reaffirmed the Government’s
commitment to safeguarding consumer interests and supporting the
hospitality and tourism ecosystem.

<><>BHANU/RISHU/1543

e Opposition uproar over various issues in Lok Sabha

The Lok Sabha has been adjourned till 2 PM following opposition uproar
over various issues, including a demand for a discussion on the issue of
LPG. When the House reassembled at 12 noon after the first adjournment,
presiding officer Sandhya Ray urged the protesting opposition members to
allow the House to function smoothly. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said that opposition leaders are engaging in undisciplined activities
inside the Parliament premises by bringing food items and creating
disruptions. Mr Rijiju added that the conduct of Congress members is
deteriorating.

When the House began its proceedings at 11:00 AM, Speaker Om Birla
tried to take up Question Hour, but the opposition members were on their
feet to raise their issues so the House adjourned till 2:00 PM. Mr Birla said,



the sanctity of the House must be maintained, whether inside the
Parliament premises or outside.

e Indian Railways achieves overall punctuality of 77%:

Ashwini Vaishnaw

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that Indian Railways has

achieved an overall punctuality of 77 per cent, with 24 railway

divisions recording more than 90 per cent on-time performance.
Replying to the question hours in Rajya Sabha, Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
punctuality is measured by the percentage of trains arriving within the
prescribed time limit and he noted that the Railways has adopted multiple
strategies to improve the performance of its vast network.
Madurai, Jodhpur, Hooghly, Bhavnagar, Kota, Izzatnagar, Ratlam and
Ajmer were among the divisions showing very high punctuality levels. The
Minister acknowledged that while the current punctuality numbers are
comparable with countries such as France, Germany and Italy, India should
set its benchmark against Japan, which is globally known for its
exceptionally high standards in railway punctuality.

e PM Narendra Modi congratulates José Antonio Kast on
assuming office of President of Chile

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated José Antonio Kast on
assuming the office of the President of Chile. In a social media post, Mr
Modi said that he looks forward to working closely with President Kast to
further strengthen the friendly relations between the nations and
expressed hope that cooperation between the two countries would deepen
across key sectors, including trade, technology and energy.



