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SWATI MP-1

21.03.2026 PREZ-MATHURA

President Droupadi Murmu will offer prayers at Danghati Temple in
Goverdhan in Mathura district of Uttar Pradesh, on the third day of her visit
to the state today. Our Correspondent reports that the President will also
undertake the traditional Govardhan Parikrama, before returning to
Delhi. Goverdhan hill has a great religious significance as it is
associated with Lord Krishna. The full circle of Govardhan is 21
kilometres and the major sites, which come during the Parikarma,
include Danghati Temple, Radha Kund, Shyam Kund, Kusum
Sarovar, and Jatipura. The three-day visit of President Murmu to
Uttar Pradesh began on Thursday with the darshan of the Ram

Janmabhoomi temple in Ayodhya. After that she offered prayers
at Iskcon temple and the Prem Mandir in Vrindavan. The

President also inauqurated the new Oncology Block of
Ramakrishna Mission Sevashram, which is aimed at strengthening
cancer care facilities in the region. Dipendra Kumar, Akashvani
News, Mathura.<><><>

CB/DIPENDRA/MATHURA/MAIL/0345 HRS

SWATI MP-I 21.03.2026 EID-UL-
FITR

Eid-ul-Fitr is being celebrated in various parts of the country today.
The festival marks the culmination of the fasting month of Ramzan. On the
occasion, faithfuls dressed in traditional attire will offer Eid prayers at
Eidgahs and mosques. They exchange greeting and visit relatives and
friends, sharing sweets along with warm wishes. In Delhi, main Eid
congregations will be held at Jama Masjid, Fatehpuri Masjid and Shahi
Eidgah. Elaborate security arrangements have been made on the
occasion.President Droupadi Murmu has extended greetings to the people
on Eid-ul-Fitr. In her message the President said, the festival gives the
message of self-control, charity and compassion for the underprivileged. It
also conveys the message of love, brotherhood, peace, and mutual
harmony. She said, the festival of Eid reminds us that we should strive for
the well-being of all individuals. President Murmu added that on the
occasion, let us resolve to help those in need, promote unity and harmony
in society and contribute to the nation's progress. <><><>CB/DR.




SHAHID HABIB FALAHI/URDU /0403 HRS

GAURAV: MEENU EP-II
20.03.2026
PM-BAHRAIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today held a telephonic conversation
with the King of Bahrain, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa and conveyed greetings
on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr . In a social media post, he said both the
leaders discussed the current situation in the West Asian region and
condemned the attacks on the energy and civilian infrastructure,
underscoring their adverse impact on global food, fuel and fertilizer
security. Mr Modi reiterated the importance of ensuring freedom of
navigation and keeping shipping lines open and secure. Prime Minister
Modi thanked the King of Bahrain for his continued support for the well-
being of the Indian community in Bahrain.

<><>AMAN/2020

SWATI MP-1 21.03.2026

DELHI POLICE-EID

The Delhi Police has implemented multy-layered security
arrangements across the city in view of the festival of Eid today. In a
statement, Delhi Police urged the citizens to act responsibly and refrain
from sharing rumours, unverified content, or misleading information on
social media. Delhi Police said, it enforces a strict zero-tolerance policy
against any attempt to disturb public peace and communal harmony. It
added that firm legal action will be taken against violators and
misinformation mongers, wherever such instances are found. <><><>

CB/VISHNU/0407 HRS

SKS NP-I 20-03-2026
OM BIRLA-EID

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has extended greetings to countrymen
on the eve of Eid-ul-Fitr. Wishing everyone a joyous and blessed Eid-ul-Fitr.
In his message Mr Birla wished that the festival bring happiness, peace,
and prosperity to all.<>

PRIYA/2229 HRS



SWATI MP-I
21.03.2026

C R PATIL-HAR GHAR JAL

Union Minister of Jal Shakti, C R Patil has said, the government’s goal
of Har Ghar Jal is becoming a powerful instrument of transformation in the
lives of people across rural India. The Minister stated this yesterday while
virtually presiding over the signing of Memorandum of Understanding
(MoUs) under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0 with the States of Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Goa. Speaking on the
occasion, Mr Patil highlighted that with the objective of Har Ghar Jal, Har
Gram Sujal, the Jal Jeevan Mission has emerged as a people-centric
movement aimed at enhancing dignity, health and empowerment in rural
areas. He added that the provision of tap water supply has made daily life
more convenient and it has also freed women from the drudgery of
fetching water, enabling them to access time and opportunities for self
development.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti said, the reform-linked MoU is aimed at
ensuring every rural household has access to drinking water supply in
adequate quantity and of prescribed quality on a regular basis. It also aims
to bring structural reforms for sustainable operation and maintenance of
rural water supply systems, enhancing the living standards of rural
communities contributing to long-term water security.<><><>

SAMARTH/PRIYA/0348 HRS

SWATI MP-1 21.03.2026

EID-UL-FITR

Eid-ul-Fitr is being celebrated in various parts of the country today.
The festival marks the culmination of the fasting month of Ramzan. On the
occasion, faithfuls dressed in traditional attire will offer Eid prayers at
Eidgahs and mosques. They exchange greeting and visit relatives and
friends, sharing sweets along with warm wishes.

In Delhi, main Eid congregations will be held at Jama Masjid,

Fatehpuri Masjid and Shahi Eidgah. Elaborate security arrangements have



been made on the occasion.

President Droupadi Murmu has extended greetings to the people on
Eid-ul-Fitr. In her message the President said, the festival gives the
message of self-control, charity and compassion for the underprivileged. It
also conveys the message of love, brotherhood, peace, and mutual
harmony. She said, the festival of Eid reminds us that we should strive for
the well-being of all individuals. President Murmu added that on the
occasion, let us resolve to help those in need, promote unity and harmony
in society and contribute to the nation's progress. <><><>

CB/DR. SHAHID HABIB
FALAHI/URDU UNIT/MAIL/AMAN/0403 HRS

SWATI MP-I
21.03.2026
EDUCATION-DEEP TECH SUMMIT

The Ministry of Education is organising the Bharat Innovates Deep-
Tech Pre-Summit in Mumbai beginning today, to position India as a global
powerhouse in deep-tech innovation. Union Minister of Education
Dharmendra Pradhan will address the summit during a special session. The
Ministry said, the two-day summit will feature around 137 promising deep-
tech startups selected from more than three thousand applications received
from across the country. It added that the summit will showcase
innovations across 13 critical technology domains, including including
Advanced Computing, Space, Defence and others. The event will also be
attended by Principal Scientific Adviser Professor Ajay Kumar Sood, senior
government officials, academicians and entrepreneurs. <><><>

CB/AMAN/SAMARTH/0428 HRS

SWATI MP-II
21.03.2026

BADMINTON

In Orleans Masters Badminton, India's Tanvi Sharma will take on
former world champion Nozomi Okuhara of Japan in the semifinals of
Women's Singles at Palais des Sports in France this evening. Tanvi



defeated Japan's sixth seed Natsuki Nidaira 21-14, 21-14 in the quarterfinal
clash yesterday.

In the other last four clash, India's Isharani Baruah will face
Thailand's Pitchamon Opatniputh tonight. Isharani stormed into the semi-
final after Malvika Bansod retired midway during the Women's Singles
quarterfinal match while lagging 9-21 7-15 in an all Indian clash.

Earlier in the day, Indian Men's Doubles pair of Arjun Madathil
Ramachandran and Hariharan Amsakarunan bowed out of the tournament
after losing to Indonesian duo of Bagas Maulana and Leo Carnando 12-21,
20-22 in the quarterfinal. <><><>

CB/PARAS/RUPESH/NET/0452 HRS

SWATI MP-I
21.03.2026

EC-POLITCAL ADS

The Election Commission has issued order to regulate political
advertisements across electronic and digital media ahead of the upcoming
assembly polls in four states of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal and the Union Territory of Puducherry along with by-elections in six
states. According to the order, all political parties, candidates, and even
individuals or organizations must get their advertisements approved before
publishing them. The approval must be taken from the Media Certification
and Monitoring Committee (MCMC). This rule applies to advertisements
shown on TV, radio, public display screens, e-papers, bulk SMS, voice
messages, and social media platforms. The commission has said,
candidates and individuals can apply for certification at the District MCMC.
Meanwhile, political parties with headquarters in a State or Union Territory
must apply to the State-level MCMC. Applications must be submitted within
the specified timelines.

The Electoral body said, no political advertisements are to be
released to any internet-based media or websites, including social media,
by political parties or candidates without pre-certification from the
respective MCMC. It also gave directions to MCMCs to keep a strict vigil on
suspected cases of paid news in the media and take suitable action. The
commission further said that candidates are required to share the details of



their authentic social media accounts in their affidavit at the time of filing
nomination.

The commission stated that political parties should also submit a
statement of expenditure incurred on campaigning through internet
including social media websites to the electoral body within 75 days of the
completion of the assembly elections.

The ECI has also set up an Appellate Committee at the state level,
headed by the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), where parties or candidates
can challenge decisions made by the MCMC. The Commission has clearly
stated that no political advertisement can be published online or on social
media without prior approval. Strict action will be taken against violations.
In addition, MCMCs have been instructed to closely monitor cases of paid
news in the media and take necessary action wherever required. These
steps have been taken to ensure transparency and fairness in election
campaigns. <><><>

AMAN/0415 HRS

SWATI MP-I
21.03.2026

MORN PRARAMBH-SITHARAMAN

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched ‘PRARAMBH 2026’, a
nationwide awareness campaign on Income Tax Act, 2025, in New Delhi
yesterday. The multimedia initiative, spanning print, radio, television,
outdoor, digital and social media, has been designed to build awareness
about the key features of the new Act, which is set to come into effect
from the 1st of the next month. Speaking on the occasion, the Minister
said, the Income Tax Act 2025 lowers errors, disputes and compliance
cost. She stressed that the new act is less ambiguous and gives a simpler
framework for people who want to understand it. Ms Sitharaman said,
small business owners and professionals are the engine of the economy
and under the new act, the presumptive taxation scheme has been
strengthened.

BYTE-SITHARAMAN

The Finance Minister informed that every section of the act has been
recast; words have been changed and involve explanations through tables
and formulae. She added that 75 thousand person hours were dedicated



by the Income Tax officials to get the act done. Ms Sitharaman said, 819
sections have come down to 536 sections while 47 chapters have come
down to 23 chapters.

The awareness campaign includes creative communication initiatives,
taxpayer guidance material such as guidance notes, tutorial videos and
brochures, and extensive public engagement through digital and on-ground
platforms, including the MyGov Quiz initiative. During the event, Mrs
Sitharaman also launched the Income Tax Website 2.0. The upgraded
platform will offer improved usability, simpler navigation, and more
efficient service delivery for taxpayers.

CB/PRIYA/BHANU/0513 HRS

SWATI MP-II 21.03.2026
WEST ASIA-CONFLICT

The West Asia conflict involving the United States—Israel alliance and
Iran is intensifying rapidly. Fresh military strikes and retaliatory attacks on
key energy infrastructures in Gulf countries are further escalating tensions
in the region and casting a shadow over the celebrations of Eid al-Fitr and
Persian New Year of Nowruz.

US officials have announced that the Trump administration will lift
sanctions on Iranian oil stranded at sea under a one-month license as the
White House tries to bring down soaring oil prices. The pause applies to
Iranian oil loaded on ships till yesterday and is set to end 19th of next
month.

Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump in a social media post has
ruled out a ceasefire with Iran. It comes as international media reports
said, US is deploying three more warships and roughly 2,500 more marines
to the region, in a possible sign of a coming ground operation three weeks
into the war.

President Trump also said, the United States is considering winding
down war in Iran, but that other nations must guard the Strait of Hormuz,
a vital shipping lane for about 20 per cent of the world's oil.

Earlier, the UK agreed to allow the United States to use British bases
to launch strikes on Iranian sites that target the Strait of Hormuz. Downing
Street said, an expansion of the targets has been approved to help protect
ships in the strait and still on the basis of collective self-defence.

PTI/VISHAL/CB/0555 HRS



