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GAURAV EP-I
20.03.2026

FUR. REV. WEST ASIA- DAILY BRIEF

Government today reassured that all refineries are operating at the
highest capacity with adequate crude inventory. Domestic LPG production
is steady, and sufficient stock is available. Addressing an inter-ministerial
briefing on recent developments in West Asia held in New Delhi today,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma
informed that 11 thouand 300 tonnes of commercial LPG has been supplied
to consumers in the last one week. She said that domestic LPG production
has increased by 40 per cent, and there is no dry-out at retail outlets. She
said, there has been a reduction in LPG panic booking and online bookings
of LPG has gone up to 93 percent. The Joint Secretary further
informed that there has been slight increase in the rates of
premium petrol while there has been no increase in normal petrol
rates. Talking about Enforcement Action on Black Marketing and Hoarding
She said, more than 4 thousand 500 raids were conducted yesterday
across the country.

(Byte- Sujata Sharma)

Special Secretary for Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Rajesh
Kumar Sinha said that in the past 24 hours, no maritime incident has been
reported and all 22 ships and 611 Indian seafarers are safe. He said that
DG Shipping is continuously monitoring them. He informed that there is no
congestion at any port and it has taken several steps to manage cargo
movement. He said, New Mangalore Port has announced concessions on
charges for crude and LPG handling. He added that Govenrment continues
to closely monitor shipping movements, safety of Indian seafarers amid
evolving situation in West Asia.

(Byte- Rajesh Kumar Sinha )

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke with leaders of Oman, Malaysia, France,
Jordan and Qatar, outlining India’s position on the West Asia conflict and
stressing dialogue, de-escalation and peace. Mr Jaiswal said that the Prime
Minister strongly condemned attacks on energy infrastructure, while all
sides reaffirmed support for safe navigation through the Strait of Hormuz
and continued coordination. EAM Spokesperson said that India has
evacuated 913 nationals, including 284 pilgrims, via the Armenia-



Azerbaijan route.
(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)

Aseem Mahajan, Joint Secretary (Gulf) at the Ministry of External
Affairs informed that 15 Indian crew members of MT Safesea Vishnu, who
were safely rescued from Iraq yesterday are expected to return to India
today. He said, 24 rescued Indian seafarers, including 16 who were on
board MV MKD Vyom and 8 on board MT Skylight, have earlier arrived in
India from Oman. He further informed that Qatar Airways is expected to
operate 10 non-scheduled flights to India today. Mr Mahajan said that Six
Indian nationals have lost their lives, and one remains missing in separate
incidents across the Gulf region. He added that the Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Irag, and the UAE are in regular touch with the concerned authorities
regarding the missing Indian national and for the early repatriation of
mortal remains of the deceased Indian nationals to India.

(Byte- Aseem Mahajan)
<><>AMAN/1643

GAURAV EP-1 20.03.2026
FUR. REV. NATIONAL DRIVE - OPEN SCHOOL

The government will launch a nationwide drive to identify and enrol
out-of-school and dropout children. The Ministry of Education informed
that the move will contribute in achieving the National Education Policy’s
target of 100 per cent Gross Enrolment Ratio from pre-school to secondary
level by 2030. It added that open schooling offers a practical alternative for
children unable to attend regular schools due to economic, social, or
geographical constraints.

The Ministry further said that it is also focusing on strengthening
access, quality and standardisation in school education, including improving
the effectiveness of open schooling systems. With over ten thousand Study
and Examination Centres across the country, the National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS), is providing a scalable platform capable of
mainstreaming large numbers of learners who require flexibility due to
social, economic or personal circumstances.

NIOS, an autonomous body under the Education Ministry is the



largest open school board in the world. It provides inclusive and flexible
access to quality school education and skill development through open and
distance learning, promoting universalisation, equity and social justice. It
also offers flexible admissions, multiple opportunities to clear examinations,
an On-Demand Examination System, and certification that is recognised on
par with other national and state boards.

<><>BHANU/SAMARTH/1752 HRS

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan
today reviewed the agricultural situation across the country with senior
officials in New Delhi. The meeting followed discussion on the crops
damaged due to untimely rain and hailstorms in several states. In a social
media post, Mr Chouhan said that instructions have been issued for
immediate surveys and necessary actions to ensure that farmers receive
relief at the earliest. Earlier today, in a media briefing, Mr Chouhan said,
the government is taking prompt measures to assess crop damage caused
by unseasonal rains and hailstorms in several parts of the country.
<><><>

Election Commission

Election Commission has issued order to regulate political advertisements
across electronic and digital media. According to the order, all political
parties, candidates, and even individuals or organizations must get their
advertisements approved before publishing them. The approval must be
taken from the Media Certification and Monitoring Committee (MCMC).

GAURAV EP-11
18-03-2026

INDIAN OPEN - SQUASH

In Squash, India’s Tanvi Khanna and Veer Chotrani advanced to the
semi-finals of the Indian Open 2026 with impressive performances at the
CCI Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai today.

The 29-year-old Tanvi Khanna continued her strong run, registering



another upset by defeating fourth seed Ainaa Amani of Malaysia 3-1 in the
quarterfinals to book her place in the last four. In the men’s draw, fourth
seed Veer Chotrani cruised into the semi-finals with a dominant 3-0 victory
over seventh seed Mohamed Sharaf of Egypt in his quarterfinal match.

Meanwhile, India’s Anahat Singh is set to face Malaysia’s Sehveetrraa
Kumar later this evening in another quarterfinal clash. In other results,
Joshna Chinappa bowed out in the quarterfinals after going down 1-3 to
Egypt’s third seed Nadien Elhammamy.<><><>

RUPESH/NET/1813 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
20.03.2026

NHAI- AI DASHCAM

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) will introduce AI
Powered Dashcam Monitoring System for operations and management on
around 40 thousand kilometres of the National Highway network. The
Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways informed that the initiative
leverages Al and Machine Learning (ML) to enhance the use of high-tech,
data-driven Operations and Maintenance for the National Highways and
Expressways across the country. The project aims to enhance remote
tracking and road condition assessments using high-resolution imagery and
video data. Specialized dashboard cameras will be mounted on Route
Patrol Vehicles (RPVs) to conduct weekly surveys on all the stretches
comprehensively. The Ministry highlighted that the adopted method will
also cover Road Furniture incorporating Real-time identification of
damaged or faded lane markings, crash barriers and non-functional
streetlights.

The Ministry informed that five zones have been strategically created
across the country to ensure systematic data monitoring. It said, a
specialized IT platform featuring dedicated modules for data management,
Al analytics and interactive visualization dashboards will be developed
dedicatedly for this purpose. It added that the solution also allows side-by-
side comparisons of road conditions over time, enabling NHAI to precisely
track maintenance progress and repair efficiently. The Ministry further



noted that the AI generated results will also be integrated to central NHAI
Data Lake platform for seamless monitoring and ensuring timely
rectification of defects.

<><><> VISHNU/ADITYA/1814 HRS

In West Asia, a sharp intensification in hostilities has overshadowed the
celebrations of Eid al-Fitr and Nowruz as cycle of retaliatory strikes are now
directly targeting economic assets including widespread attacks on critical
energy infrastructure. Iranian state TV today confirmed that Spokesman of
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, IRGC Ali Mohammad Naini has
been killed in an Israeli strike. In the UAE, key installations including the
Habshan gas facility and the Bab oil field were temporarily shut down
following missile interceptions and falling debris. Kuwait said, an oil refinery
in the Gulf state was hit by a drone attack. Qatar’s Ras Laffan facility has
suffered extensive damage, with authorities indicating a significant impact
on liquefied natural gas exports. The Strait of Hormuz remains effectively
closed, disrupting a major share of global oil and gas flows and sending
energy markets into volatility.



