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Union Home Minister Amit Shah today said India will be free from
Naxalism by the end of this month. Addressing the 57th Raising Day
ceremony of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) in Cuttack of Odisha,
Mr Shah said security forces will completely dismantle the Maoists’ dream of
a Red Corridor stretching from Tirupati to Pashupatinath. He praised the



contribution of CISF in anti-Naxal operations in states like Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Telangana. The Union Home Minister said CISF plays a
crucial role in safeguarding the country’s industrial infrastructure and
currently provides security to 70 airports and 361 vital installations across the
country. He added that the government has decided to entrust the security of
all ports to the CISF. Mr Shah also said CISF has been made the nodal agency
for drone security and a separate vertical will be created for this purpose.
In a separate event, the Home Minister inaugurated a new sulphuric acid
plant at the premises of Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO)
Limited in Paradip of Odisha. The plant has been set up at an estimated cost
of 750 crore rupees. Addressing the gathering on the occasion, Mr Shah said
Odisha is moving steadily on the path of development and will witness growth
similar to Gujarat in the coming years. He highlighted the success of the
cooperative movement in India, noting that IFFCO, owned by nearly five
crore farmers, plays a crucial role in supporting the country’s agricultural
sector. The new sulphuric acid plant will have the capacity to produce 2000
tonnes of sulphuric acid per day. It is expected to boost industrial output
while improving environmental efficiency. The plant is also likely to reduce
imports of nearly six lakh metric tonnes of sulphuric acid, helping save
valuable foreign exchange.

<><>Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, MAIL, 1759 HRS

REV PM - WEBINAR AGRICULTURE:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed the need for full utilization
of India’s diverse climate conditions to increase productivity and export
strength. Mr Modi also emphasized on scaling up high-value crop produce to
make the country’s agriculture products globally competitive. The Prime
Minister was addressing a Post Budget Webinar on the theme Agriculture and
Rural Transformation through video conferencing yesterday. He said, Union
Budget 2026-27 has also focussed on high-value agriculture, including
cashew, cocoa, sandalwood, adding that the National Mission on Edible Oil
and Pulses and the National Mission on Natural Farming are all strengthening
the agriculture sector.

[S/B-PM STRENTHAN AGRI. SECTOR - 32 SECS]

On the fisheries sector, Mr Modi said, India is the world’s
second-largest fish producer. He highlighted that while approximately 4.5
lakh tonnes of fish are currently produced in various reservoirs and ponds,



there exists a potential for an additional 20 lakh tonnes of production.

The Prime Minister also spoke on the technology culture in agriculture,
referencing e-NAM and the development of digital public infrastructure. He
noted the creation of Kisan IDs and digital land surveys as transformative
steps. Mr Modi highlighted that the government has successfully achieved the
target of creating three crore Lakhpati Didis and the country has set a target

to add another three crore Lakhpati.

SWATI MP-1
07-03-2026

GOYAL-NDC

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal highlighted the rapid rise
of India’s startup ecosystem in the defence and space sectors. The Minister
stressed that this transformation is being powered by the country’s MSMEs,
which are integrating Indian innovation into global supply chains. Mr Goyal
was addressing participants of the 66th cohort of the National Defence
College in New Delhi on the theme 'Boosting India’s Manufacturing Sector:
Role of Government and Policy'. He emphasised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's mantra of speed, skill, and scale as a key driver of India’s success in
self-reliance within the defence sector. Mr Goyal also focused on two
strategic sectors of semiconductors and clean energy to further drive India's
self-reliance journey.
<><><>CB/AMAN/0439 HRS

JAISHANKAR - RAISINA DIALOGUE 2026

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar met leaders of various countries on
the sidelines of Raisina Dialogue 2026 in New Delhi. Dr Jaishankar held
bilateral talks with his counterparts from Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Mauritus, Kenya,
Malta, Seychelles and Rwanda. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar
informed that during his meeting with Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka, Vijitha
Herath, the two leaders held a warm discussion on their bilateral ties and
regional situation. He asserted that Vision MAHASAGAR and Neighbourhood
First continue to guide their endeavours.

BISHAL DP-I
06.03.2026
RAJNATH - SELF RELIANCE



Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that self-reliance is the only
way to stay relevant and ready in the present era of uncertainty. Mr Singh
said this after inaugurating Sagar Sankalp - Reclaiming India’s Maritime
Glory, a defence and maritime dialogue in Kolkata, West Bengal. He
emphasised that the current global situation has led to the realignment of
supply chains, formation of new equations, and constant rise in maritime
activities. The Minister reaffirmed the Government’s resolve of attaining
self-reliance in every field.

(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Minister pointed out that the Government’s efforts are yielding
positive results as, the domestic defence production surpassed a record
figure of one lakh 50 thousand crore rupees in 2024-25. He said, the defence
exports has also touched an all-time high of 24 thousand crore rupees.

<><>DIPENDRRA/1327
SWATI MP-1I
07-03-2026

LS-SPEAKER DISCUSSION

The Lok Sabha is scheduled to take up a resolution seeking removal of
Speaker Om Birla on Monday. Second leg of the Budget Session will begin
from 9th of this month.

During the first leg of the Budget Session last month, Opposition had
submitted a no-confidence notice to the Secretary General of the Lok Sabha,
seeking the removal of the Speaker, accusing him of acting in a partisan
manner. It was signed by 118 MPs including Members from Congress,
Samajwadi Party, DMK, Left and others.

The notice will be moved by three Congress members, Mohamed
Jawed, K Suresh and Mallu Ravi. If the motion is taken up, Mr Birla will not
preside over the proceedings. Instead, he will sit among members while the
House debates the resolution.

Meanwhile, the BIP and the Congress have issued a three-line whip to
their Lok Sabha MPs, directing them to be present in the House from 9th to
10th March. <><><>
CB/ANUPAM/ANAND/0456
SWATI MP-I
07-03-2026

RAILWAYS-ELECTRIFICATION



Indian Railways has undertaken electrification of its network in mission
mode over the last decade, significantly reducing its dependence on imported
diesel. As a result, 99.4 percent of the Broad Gauge railway network has now
been electrified, marking one of the largest infrastructure transitions in the
world. Ministry of Railways has said that with a growing share of the railway
network now electrified, it is able to rely more on domestically generated
electricity, improving energy security and reducing exposure to volatility in
global oil markets. The Ministry said, this transformation has become
particularly important in the current global context, where geopolitical
tensions in West Asia may threaten crude oil supply chains. Indian Railways
saved 178 crore litres of diesel in 2024-25 compared to 2016-17,
representing a 62 percent reduction in diesel usage. It added that at
present, the bulk of India’s train operations run on electric traction, powered
through a diversified electricity mix that includes coal, hydro, solar, and other
renewable sources. The Ministry added that the near-complete electrification
of the railway network is not just an infrastructure milestone, but also a
strategic national preparedness measure-strengthening India’s energy
independence and ensuring uninterrupted mobility for passengers and
freight during global crises. During 2024-25, Indian Railways spent 32
thousand 378 crore rupees on total energy consumption for traction, largely
on electricity rather than diesel. The Ministry said that the shift towards
electric traction has therefore helped stabilise long-term energy costs while
enhancing resilience against volatile global oil prices. <><><>

CB/ANAND/0453 HRS
SWATI MP-I
07.03.2026

PREZ-WEST BENGAL

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a day-long visit to Darjeeling in
West Bengal today. During her visit, the President will grace the 9th
International Santal Conference, being organised by the International Santal
Council. <><><>

CB/DIPENDRA/0450
SWATI MP-I
07-03-2026



FLIGHTS-CANCEL CONFLICT

A total of 278 flights scheduled to be operated by Indian domestic
carriers yesterday were cancelled due to the ongoing developments in West
Asia and the resulting airspace restrictions. The Ministry of Civil Aviation said,
flight operations have been impacted across several sectors. In a social
media post, the Ministry said that passenger movement data for 5th of this
month showed that a total of 40 inbound flights operated by Indian carriers
arrived in India from the West Asia region, carrying more than 7 thousand
two hundred passengers, taking the cumulative passenger arrivals, to over
14 thousand nine hundred.

To ensure timely passenger assistance during this period, a dedicated
Passenger Assistance Control Room (PACR) is functioning 24 x7, coordinating
closely with airlines and other stakeholders. So far, more than one thousand
eight hundered passenger grievances have been addressed through AirSewa,
social media platforms and helpline calls. The Ministry further said that
Passengers are advised to keep a close watch on the latest flight updates and
remain attentive to communication shared by their respective airlines
through registered contact details.
<><><>CB/AMAN/0504 HRS

SWATI MP-I 07-03-2026

GOVT-NEWS CHANNEL TRP

The Government has directed the Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) to immediately suspend the reporting of television rating
points for news TV channels for four weeks. According to the directive,
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting said, some TV news channels are
displaying unwarranted sensationalism and speculative content amid the
ongoing Israel-Iran conflict. The Ministry said, such coverage can potentially
create panic among the general public, especially people with friends and
family in the affected areas or those living there. The directives said, the
suspension would remain in force for four weeks or until further directions,
whichever is earlier. <><><>CB/AMAN/0458 HRS

BADMINTON

In Badminton, Lakshya Sen has stormed into the Men’s Singles semi-finals of
the prestigious All England Open Championships in Birmingham. Lakshya



defeated China’s Li Shifeng 21-13, 21-16 in the quarterfinal last night. The
World number 12 Lakshya will face Canada’s Victor Lai in the last four clash
today.



