IS BT°e3 areTrerd Sogo
FrodaH TP Darrio
OO Trgen

38: 19.03.2026 Ddado : 19.05 Hobden
a»a,rzgo?w

1. 3%0 Jrdor2s, 98, orRS0D avo:o@e:as Sorres® DIWZID  HIT
FHB0D) B3, VAT’ Jo 2 HTA VDO WO 208 VAL
€063 T°0B FTDO D0y ) 8.

2. Do :3;59366 50 o 6, DID, B, VST HOGRY 00D &S
B0 DA avmgzso Fy Do) P0G B0 Ard T .

3. BFTFROM PO TS T°(T° (33> DAGIT (T DI DEHT® 1007 S0 &0,
DAY BIEP L ReIN0cden SHD PESBLo BDL.

4. Benth DoDBVTO F VTHDH TG DA Tocd  Bewrd ovgoef

B208 T VS 2L 6.

PRESIDENT AYODHYA

B%0 JrSBs, €0, PRS00 FoR)8E Borre” LDDAPZHD BIM JDSBOD) &,
OAIPGIS™D FT° RVLFHP V0N WO 208 VAET &0 m@:oe‘.’é FHd
2V VYW, & GBoo SBCRBTY T BQYBED oo & 2OND
DArDBS’ TEOD  ZofoTeDd. &OORBT e Bere  Jrew TGOS
DEBROTY G, T° 0060 BdEGvo BRED HFES oS Dcod e
BOOH DIVTPADOS'D Dew TS S Sogroww O‘@X)e? Q080T Ed. JT°0



ODOPFOVS” FETY B, a0 Tof oS’ SETNBe 206 Joo
ODOPIOD BOA0D. TROB & VoGO PVAR® FOPAND FPYRVNV) DY

BTN B DO DIB WROD) LN 28 GBS FPOIL SLMLBIT™) 01
W) . DS D BT) SIS IPTVL AL DY FTLTIOED
DECRD WAPEHES” 2o PAD rTrwd Eort. JP[Y BrH OBE
1T & SPE[E0ES” ST .

BHARAT ELECTRICITY SUMMIT
DAENBOR  BIRISOL 28 CTrr  2PJomrod Sof DS T od

DTTTS B, sl Fg A0S 2000 S oA AE
FO0E B3H0e5” 20500 PVAR® DEFE S DO SEL Do e‘)o?‘:ql QAo
OPDoTd. ISR 038 R38 Brod IR WwdB%0S SO D G6D
OOROT) 0D BIFW®. DO DS, DO H6G, S A& G, & erro S
& €0D D PISBo DAWGo SV oD Jeg HIG FeweS e, &
DTy VoI e DRI B3 SO .

RS, DIDT B T o VTS 0 Eree & DAPDFS 3*’9;";?&63.
Do Z)cﬁozge_?oé"’ 50% 76, DI, 20, D, 2D ROGD DOV 0D &IND
B0 DA avmgzso @08 Do Fdy D2woto B IR0 Mo e &
RGN TR T&” 1E) T2 . 2030 B 500 ATy DS &S
R aomgoéai BEDHD BFMT B0COL DFVLBOT?) D BOJW. DB Gorfoes”
DD Derren 285 B0 S BHVD DoIED BB VAHLODE DS
GortoeS” DEUD FGoD ST V& EDSBoS” I FGod DREDOP

0y065¢50 DVOBICDED HEPRH0Y DD .



US IRAN QATAR TENSIONS

DINAPROIS” GREIL DAHBR) DG PTFD VS QoD Yerop
£65 treen BoE0R WO AT D BY T8 Bod. PTFI JorUP
QO ROS® TN EIFAHR BHoTP DYoBFR0D O WE(EID ETS Lod
TS\ OoT®. AT S 3860 Oy O DG & DOVIPID €8 TI08eS”
D)) . PTE S 6D VD ROEYODS BiBoR BOND TG’ HEPD YD
Sogro® 8Y dPo DY T LT :E;gono RDNoBoDod. & Trden S &%
FBI DWOIH ARy BODREDBD, FIE WROSLH  PIFE LITSo
EDNOSEDDD D otar S Bto DAD DYV WTIADD VS, FET®
Do) B 3375100008, S Tard & ¢4 FodosS PIrE T
APHAG0 BID), 20 0B P TE RN DALV LOEPVEFD AFPONS
O HEBDO. AT P QoS SO TrEde BHBGo BN0d.

US DEFENCE SECRETARY
QO°D & Ter 08 Deted 206 ecen acs.)ﬁﬁzjbv‘?o €000, AOT® BEL o

O IH DS TS\00TED. OOS VLI DNE & olugo MR
BOJW. TRoARS & & Ty ISPWE Hrgreddr... & g SO
EHFOHB dFen &) DD G0 EVDT .

MEA- BRIEFING
(5 FododS” &) RGN Sogrop ABID v D& WHBFo BYH WIPDo

B)go BB, FNDE FHVE 20650 CorfodS” &) 9IS B0 0D B0
NGO 8 955 F0 0B IBT°0ff T° WETE PV CrdD FF°(S BOI .



Qerod) TPEILD WAPGEAPA[E SPD, DAY BFID VD60 &0 BDW.
QOGN VEHT® QDN 903D TS° arg"ef QOB VCDT® O ErC TPV
Qoo DGR, MEr DIBFATEOVL ReN0d Dot DI FEPT°JRD
DRVOD) B Lree ODD SO W. WPIFD 2 FEFS 20D O

Sealdd F7°(S Pocloedd.

BEST ASIA BRIEF
B3T§RO PO GO (T () DIATE Do VDT 100% €0cD, DAY

BIEP £ R0t TH VS0 BB, DINIPRAIT DOEFITY JDE[0eS”
g &S &Bw 2005 @06 208y TEO VErdFS EDao,
QIR0 T Vo0IVY SE(E0y RT3}, JEPEBET...  Botd TG’
QA 1,25,000 ¢ys5° DAA3oes avesazg AL D00 E BV §38°2ijde.
(58 B0rc Ferg” 5600 000 DIPATED DAY’ JTTE) ) &, ey
DO & B WY e 17 mgo R00D) STEAN 888y Deeyai, Teede .Dg)ba%
REDT @) TFoD, S0 FoTVLH ITHDONOGD DDOBOTE. DAY
e, & .D{_géo; B DNRoD0S” WTPEBoTOD ) TR HETX Sodo
605, e Tedeg dOyE 10% od Do e2¢5° ri’);omgdm.‘b Rores 30),
RELNCEE

UGADI CELEBRATIONS

DM VoIS Z VTHD  &MO Do Tocd  Beud TPk
2508 VE BEODLOLOT) . DD, DEPLD, DT SOOI DHNG



NDD0, Hotrofd 30, €D 703’1)&%’3"&» PODOTT 2EHBOT) a. eTrerd
6o 2PEAeS” TR HEOBG0 DTy BID PP S0 D0[0Y Bdod
O, &2 g0l LoD B EAFY), ogoen Tode AT 3G, &0
FTD BOICRD FET) . BogHRT & JRODIES” BOND &S DS’
S20P(00H YoEeTeD TPOIVE, &N J0P(EHB DI SR D DG
GoreS® €2 BVD LAV SO DO TR0, E¥° 63) DO T 90800
FEDoTPER. AR 6,800 H00d oeé)wdoogg maazgmo@ DA A oW 55
o drraben DL BT PS P Dodfo BTW. TRIY, HEEI0Y

&

BeOTOL & BVePSP0Len BOIW.

EVE RAIJNATH-DEFENCE CONCLAVE

Tio £ DodSNTres” B30 ES S03r88 ddFo IS Jwey Sogorr
6ol D@orr G BIred 6Ln of TE TE Vof e\ &. §g AdS°
2OOD A0 GE HDOZV }’o;i)yééoese 000 QTEFCOBT... Qj°5:3°e3&s
DO DAVY 656 VoW VoVGSE e YRS FHYE TradaD
©JNBS’ ) 668 FOoBodDH P B03rdd ErOPD DBRBLD
EDYoSHVD 0B TE T ohh ) .

KERALA-POLLS-NOMINATIONS
S6weS’ TR0 Qb‘léo TRIQY (DY & o 233 H0ACLR.

B00PJE0G DIGAN DB Sy TPEPLY AVPJ TPODVOT® ROS® TPV
DODDT .



GAURAV EP-I
19.03.2026
EVE RAJNATH-DEFENCE CONCLAVE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that the country must
work in mission mode to emergeas a global hub of indigenous drone
manufacturing in the next few years. Addressing the National Defence
Industries Conclave in New Delhi, Mr Singh stressed on the urgent need to
build a drone production ecosystem to ensure strategic autonomy, enhance
defence preparedness and make the country Aatmanirbhar in view of the
present geopolitical uncertainties.

(Byte- Rajnath Singh)

Mr Singh also underlined that Micro-Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs) are emerging as an important pillar of the country’s defence
manufacturing sector. The Defence Minister highlighted that several MSMEs
are actively working in emerging areas such as Atrtificial Intelligence,
automation, roboticsand other advanced technologies. He reiterated that
the government’s commitment to create a robust and inclusive defence
industrial ecosystem. He added that the ecosystem will enable MSMEs,
start-ups and young innovators to playa leading role in shaping the future
of India’s defence capabilities.

(Byte- Rajnath Singh)

As part of the inaugural session, Mr Singh launched the 14th edition
of Defence India Start-up Challenge and the 4th edition of ADITI
challenges under the iDEX framework. Highlighting the numerous initiatives
undertakenby the Government to strengthen the MSMEs, the Defence
Minister stated that athree-pronged approach has been introduced in this
year’s Union Budget to provide MSMEs with Equity, Liquidity, and
Professional support.

<><> ANKIT/1534 HRS
GAURAV EP-I
18-03-2026
WEST ASIA BRIEF

The government has said that 100 per cent supply of domestic PNG
and CNG for transportation purposes has been ensured across the country.
Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing on recent developments in West



Asia held in New Delhi today, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Sujata Sharma, said that around 1 lakh 25 thousand domestic
and commercial connections have been issued within the span of two
weeks. She said, over the last three days, more than 5,600 consumers
have successfully switched to PNG. Talking about Commercial LPG, she
stated that allocation orders have been issued by about 17 state
governments, and commercial LPG supplies have been provided to all
states and union territories. Ms Sharma said that the centre has asked all
state governments to extend cooperation in the expansion of PNG
networks and has proposed providing an additional 10 per cent commercial
LPG. Regarding curbing hoarding and black marketing, she said that the
central government has written to all states to register its objection and
ensure that such illicit activities are prevented. The Joint Secretary said
that the situation regarding LPG is concerning, but there is no risk of a
complete stockout. She added that online booking rates have risen to 94
percent and there has been a decline in panic bookings.

Byte- Sujata Sharma
<><>AMAN/1550

BHUVNESH DP-I 19.03.2026
GOYAL-ANDURIL TECH

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today met Co-Founder
and CEO of Anduril Tech Brian Schimpf. In a social media post, Mr Goyal
said they discussed avenues to advance defence innovation and deepen
technology partnerships, with a focus on expanding Anduril’s footprint in
the country under the Make in India initiative.

<><>BHANU/RISHU/1349
BHUVNESH::JATIN DP-I
19.03.2026
PRESIDENT AYODHYA

The President of India Droupadi Murmu today said that the nation is
going through a renaissance on social, economical, political and cultural
front and the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi temple in Ayodhya is a symbol of it.

The president was addressing a gathering in Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
temple in Ayodhya Uttar Pradesh this morning.



She is on a 3 day visit to state.

The President performed Darshan and Aarti at various places within
the Ram Janambhoomi Mandir and participated in Shri Ram Yantra
Sthapana event. Shri Ram Yantra was installed today on the temple’s
second floor amidst Vedic chants.

Addressing the gathering the President said that the emotions and
feelings are same while we pray for the country and pray for lord Rama.

She said that on this occasion we all should take the pledge in the
city of lord Rama Ayodhya that we will take our country to the heights of
this universe.

Speaking on the occasion Chief Minister of state Yogi Adityanath said
that today's India is not just a new India but also a changing India. He said
that in last 1 year around 158 crore devotees visited different temples of
state. He said that today's young generation is more inclined towards
visiting religious places.

More from our correspondent...

[V/C-SUSHIL]
The president also felicitated workers involved in the temple’s
construction. Spiritual leader Mata Amritanandamayi also
participated in the function along with various Saints from UP and
Uttarakhand.Shri Ram Yantra which was worshipped today was
brought to Ayodhya two years ago and it was given by Kanchi
Kamkoti peeth. Based on Vedic mathematics and geometric
patterns, the 'vantra'is regarded as a sacred symbol believed to

channel divine enerqgy and positive spiritual vibrations. SUSHIL
CHANDRA TIWARI AAKASHWANI NEWS AYODHYA

<><><>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI /AYODHYA/MAIL 1348 HRS

BHUVNESH DP-I 19.03.2026
BHARAT ELECTRICITY SUMMIT 2026

Union Power Minister Manohar Lal today said electricity is not just
power, it is the roadmap for the future. Addressing the inaugural session of
the Bharat Electricity Summit 2026 in New Delhi, the Minister emphasized
on the importance of power affordability and said that power in India is
more affordable than many other countries. He added that the government
is planning to implement under-sea power transmission cable network with



the UAE as a part of One Sun, One World, One Grid Network. Mr Lal
highlighted that in the last 10 years, the government has added 2.09 lakh
circuit kilometre lines for power transmission.

(BYTE MANOHAR LAL
https://x.com/mlkhattar/status/2034512235977171204)

Addressing the gathering, New and Renewable Energy Minister
Pralhad Joshi said that electronic production has increased from 1.1 lakh
crore rupees to 11.8 lakh crore rupees, highlighting a more than six times
growth. He added that there are currently 300 domestic manufacturers in
the country.

(BYTE- JOSHI
https://x.com/JoshiPralhad/status/2034504693607739545)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his letter for the Summit wrote that
with the achievement of over 50 percent non-fossil fuel capacity, India is
on a pathway to 500 GW by 2030. He added that the Summit brings the
whole power and energy ecosystem onto a single platform to exchange
ideas, foster collaboration and chart a shared path to power growth and
improve lives. He said, it reflects country's resolve of 'Electrifying Growth,
Empowering Sustainability, Connecting Globally', and advances India's
vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

<><>BHANU/1340

BHUVNESH::JATIN DP-1I
19.03.2026

US-IRAN-QATAR-TENSIONS (WITH V/C)

The United States has issued a stark warning to Iran following missile
strikes on Qatar’s key energy infrastructure, as tensions continue to
escalate across West Asia. President Donald Trump said Washington would
respond forcefully to any further Iranian attacks on Qatari facilities,
warning he could blow up Iran’s South Pars gas field if such strikes are
repeated. He also indicated that Israel would not carry out further attacks



on the same Iranian energy site, in what appears to be an effort to contain
escalation around critical energy assets. Qatar has moved swiftly in
response to the latest strikes on its Ras Laffan industrial city, which caused
extensive damage to its main gas facilities and triggered large fires. Doha
has ordered Iranian military and security attachés to leave the country,
calling the attack a serious violation of sovereignty and a direct threat to
regional stability. The developments come amid reports that the Strait of
Hormuz is effectively shut, sending global energy markets into turmoil,
while Iran’s president has warned of uncontrollable consequences that
could spread beyond the region.

[VOICE CAST]

Across the wider region, the conflict continues to expand on

multiple fronts. In Lebanon, the Israeli military says it has killed
more than twenty Hezbollah figures in operations carried out by
its 36th Division, alongside intensified air strikes in the south. The
campaign has escalated since earlier this week, with Israel
launching targeted ground operations against Hezbollah

positions, triggering retaliatory missile fire and displacing more
than a million civilians.

At the same time, Israel has widened its operations against
Iran, confirming strikes on northern Iranian targets, including
naval assets, marking a significant shift in the scope of the
conflict. In the Gulf, countries remain on high alert as Iran ramps
up campaign aqainst regional enerqy infrastructure, while
accusing neighbouring states of supporting US military actions.
Saudi Arabia has warned it reserves the right to respond militarily
after repeated drone and missile interceptions over its eastern
region.In the United Arab Emirates, authorities confirmed that
missile threats targeting the Habshan gas facility and the Bab oil
field were intercepted, though falling debris caused fires and
damage, prompting a temporary halt in operations. Maritime
security concerns are also rising, with a commercial vessel
reported on fire off the coast of Khor Fakkan after being hit . As
the conflict enters its third week, the risk of further disruption to

global enerqgy supplies and a broader regional escalation
continues to grow. THIS IS VINOD KUMAR AKASHVANI NEWS




DUBALI
VINOD KUMAR /DUBAI/MAIL/1342

BHUVNESH::JATIN DP-I
19.03.2026

AP-UGADI CELEBRATIONS(VOICE CAST)

Ugadi, the Telugu New Year, was celebrated with enthusiasm across
Andhra Pradesh. People welcomed new beginnings with traditional rituals.

[VOICE CAST]

Homes, temples and public spaces across the state reflected the
festive spirit. Families prepared Uqgadi Pachadi and listened to

Panchanga Sravanam, symbolising life’'s mix of experiences.Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu attended the main celebrations in

Vijayawada. He greeted the people and extended Ugadi wishes to
all. Marking the occasion, he signed a file under the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to release 55 crore rupees as financial
assistance to around 6,800 beneficiaries.In his address, the Chief
Minister explained the meaning of Ugadi. He said Ugadi Pachadi
reflects both joy and challenges in life. Telugu festivals teach
values and promote a healthy lifestyle. He added that many
traditions are linked to nature and have scientific significance. He
urged people to preserve Telugu culture and traditions. The
celebrations also honoured talent across the state. A total of 38
Kala Ratna and 122 Ugadi Puraskars were awarded to individuals
for their achievements in literature, music and the arts.ALLU
MURALIL AKASHVANI NEWS, VIJAYAWADA

<><><>ALLU MURALI /VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/1320 HRS

BHUVNESH::JATIN DP-I
19.03.2026

KERALA-POLLS-NOMINATIONS




Electioneering intensified in Keralam as last date of filing nominations
is March 23. More from Smithy M Palluruthy, our Correspondent at
Thiruvananthapuram.

[V/C-SMITHY]

Only two working days remain for filing nominations for
Assembly elections in Keralam. Except Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan, most prominent leaders have yet to submit their
nomination papers. Despite this, election campaigning is already
in full swing across nearly all constituencies. The three major
fronts, the ruling LDF led by CPIM, the BJP led NDA and the

Congress led UDF have announced candidate lists for most seats.
The Congress is expected to release its second list from Delhi later

this afternoon. With just two working days left after today,
candidates in all 140 constituencies will have limited time to

complete the nomination process. Two intervening holidays, Eid-
ul-Fitr and Sunday are coming in between. Heavy rush is

expectedfor filing nominations on Saturday and Monday.Smithy M
Palluruthy,Akashvani News, Thiruvananthapuram.

<><><>SMITHY M
PALLURUTHY/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/MAIL/1313 HRS

GAURAV EP-11
19-03-2026

US DEFENCE SECRETARY

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has said, Iran will face the
largest strike package today again, asserting that the ongoing war will end
on America’s terms. Addressing a media briefing in Washington today,
Hegseth rejected criticism that the conflict risks becoming a prolonged war.
He stressed that US objectives in Iran have remained unchanged since Day
1, and they are on target and on plan. He said, these objectives include
destroying Iran's missile launchers, dismantling its defence-industrial base,
neutralising its navy, and ensuring that Iran never gets a nuclear weapon.
The defence secretary said, the US military has struck more than 7,000



targets in Iran so far. He claimed that Iran’s air defence systems have been
flattened. He also claimed that Iranian ballistic missile and one-way drone
attacks against US forces have dropped by 90 per cent since the start of
the conflict. <><><>

PARAS/NET/1826

GAURAV EP-1
19.03.2026

MEA- BRIEFING

India said that recent attacks on energy installations across the Gulf
region are deeply disturbing and risk further destabilising an already
uncertain global energy scenario. In a statement, External Affairs
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that such attacks are unacceptable and
need to cease. Briefing Media in New Delhi today, External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson said that energy supply remains a major concern, with
shipping routes also being impacted. He said LPG availability is under
watch, adding that the government is prioritising domestic consumers while
actively working to diversify energy sources. Mr. Jaiswal said global leaders
are in constant touch over the evolving situation in West Asia, and India
has clearly conveyed its position on the issue. He added that energy
assistance has been sought by neighbouring countries including
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

Byte- Randhir
Jaiswal
Talking about the Pakistani air strikes in Afghanistan, He said that India
condemns such barbaric strikes which target civilian infrastructure and
cause a lot of misery to people. Talking about US Director of National

Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard's statement on Pakistan, The spokesperson said
that Pakistan has a history of clandestine nuclear proliferation.

Byte - Randhir Jiaswal

<><>AMAN/SUPARNA/NITIKA/MAIL/1757 HRS



