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GAURAV::SWATI EPP

12.03.2026
RS-RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The Rajya Sabha has resumed discussion on the working of the
Ministry of Rural Development. Dr Sangeeta Balwant of BJP said, the real
power of India lies in its villages. She said, Narendra Modi Government has
empowered the villages and the people of rural areas. Shaktisinh Gohil of
Congress said that the soul of India is in the villages. He said, MGNREGA
provided employment to the people in rural areas and alleged that the
current government has reduced the funds for MGNREGA, putting the
burden on State governments.
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GAURAV EP-I
12.03.2026

MEA BRIEFING

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal today said
that External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar and his Iranian Counterpart
Seyed Abbas Araghchi had three conversations in the last few days. The
last one discussed issues pertaining to safety of shipping and India’s
energy security. Addressing a media briefing in New Delhi, Mr Jaiswal said
that there are around 9 thousand Indian nationals in Iran and the Indian
Government has shifted several Indians from Tehran to safer locations. It
is also assisting those who wish to leave via Azerbaijan and Armenia with
visas and land border crossings so they can take commercial flights back.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)

The Spokesperson further informed that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken to several leaders in the Gulf region after the conflict
started. In these conversations, Mr Modi stressed the need for dialogue
and diplomacy so that early peace can return. Mr Jaiswal also underlined
the need to avoid civilian casualties and he stressed on the need to protect
the civilians.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)

Talking about requests received for petroleum products from
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Maldives, MEA Spokesperson said that that
diesel exports to Bangladesh have largely continued since 2017, and similar
requests from Sri Lanka and the Maldives are also being reviewed, keeping
in mind India’s refining capacity, domestic requirements and fuel
availability.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)
<><><> SUPARNA/PH/AMAN/1550 HRS



SHUKLA::JATIN DPP
12.03.2026
LS - VAISHNAW

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that Indian Railways has
deployed advanced AI and Machine Learning Devices to enhance safety
and its operational efficiency by adopting smart monitoring. Mr Vaishnaw
stated this in a written reply to a question in the Lok Sabha today. He said,
TRI-Netra System is being developed to assist loco pilots with enhanced
vision during foggy and adverse weather conditions. The Minister said,
Integrated Track Monitoring Systems are deployed for comprehensive
inspection and monitoring of Railway tracks.

DIPENDRA/1326

SHUKLA DP-I

12.03.2026
REV. PREZ- AGRI CONFERENCE

President Droupadi Murmu today said that it is important to
encourage leadership among women who are engaged in agriculture,
especially in agri-food systems. The President made these remarks after
inaugurating the Global Conference on the Role of Women in Agri Food
System 2026 in New Delhi. President Murmu said that India has chosen the
strategy of women led development. The President added that women in
the agriculture sector should get a role in policy formation, decision
making, and leadership positions. The President further noted that the
larger participation of women at all levels in the sector will promote gender
inclusive agricultural growth.

BYTE-DROUPADI MURMU

President Murmu expressed confidence that the participants of this
global conference will find pathways for driving progress and achieving
new heights. The President noted that there is global consensus on giving
equal importance to people, planet, prosperity, peace, and partnership.
President Murmu urged all the stakeholders that the dimension of people's
gender should be given special priority in thoughts and actions. The
President said that, with effective gender inclusion in every sphere of
activity including agriculture, will make the planet a much more sensitive
and harmonious place.

BYTE-DROUPADI MURMU
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Speaking on the occasion, Union Agriculture and Farmers
welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that women are an
important part and contributor in agriculture in the country. He
also informed that for the effective implementation of the
strategy of ICAR, a gender platform will be launched soon. The
Minister added that the platform will provide pace and direction
to women centric research work in agricultural research network
across the country.

BYTE-SHIVRAJSINGH CHOUHAN

The three-day conference is structured around a series of in-depth
technical sessions. It will also host dedicated forums, including a Women
Farmers’ Forum to address grassroots challenges and a Youth Forum to
engage and network the next generation of agri-food leaders.

SAKLEN/1319

SHUKLA::MADHVI DP-I 12.03.2026
PM - ASSAM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two-day visit to
Assam beginning tomorrow, during which he is scheduled to inaugurate,
dedicate and lay the foundation stone for multiple development projects
across the state.

The Prime Minister will reach Kokrajhar in the afternoon where he will
dedicate and lay the foundation stone of several projects. The PM will lay
the foundation stones of a railway coach repairing factory and six bridges
and launch three new railway services in the Bodo Territorial Region. The
PM will also address a public meeting on the occasion.

Later in the evening, the Prime Minister will travel to Guwahati,
where he will participate in multiple programmes. At Guwahati the PM will
symbolically hand over land pattas to eligible tea garden workers of the
state. The Prime Minister will dedicate the 150 MW Kopili Hydropower
Project. In addition, development projects worth around 10,000 crore
rupees will also be inaugurated and dedicated from Guwahati. During the
programme, the PM will transfer over 18,640 crore rupees directly to Bank
Accounts of above 9 crore 32 lakh farmers under 22nd installment of PM-
Kisan Samman Nidhi at 5 PM. The PM will also address a public meeting in
the city. The Prime Minister will stay overnight at the State Guest House in
Guwahati.

On March 14, Prime Minister will travel to Silchar where he is



scheduled to lay the foundation stones for three major projects and
inaugurate a key railway initiative, with a combined project cost of 24,205
crore rupees. The PM will lay the foundation stone of the 22,000-crore
rupees Silchar-Guwahati expressway-the first of its kind in the entire
Northeast. The 166-km corridor will reduce travel time between Silchar and
Guwahati to just 4.5 hours from the existing 8 hours. The PM will also lay
the foundation stone for a 563-crore flyover within Silchar city and a 122-
crore rupees Agriculture College in Patharkandi. In addition, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate an electric rail connectivity project of 655 crore
rupees between Silchar and Churaibari via Badarpur. The Prime Minister
will address public meetings at Silchar.

Following the programmes in Silchar, the Prime Minister will leave for
Kolkata, concluding his two-day tour of Assam.

AMINUL/ GUWAHATI/ MAIL/1257

GAURAV::HC EPP

12.03.2026
REV LS - SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND

Lok Sabha has taken up discussion on the Supplementary Demands
for Grants - Second Batch for 2025-2026. It includes 61 Grants. The
government has sought to authorise gross additional expenditure of over
two lakh 81 thousand crore rupees.

Initiating the discussion, Jagdambika Pal of BJP said that due to the
situation in West Asia, a state of uncertainty has arisen across the world.
He said, the price of crude oil has increased from 88 dollars to 119 dollars
per barrel, which will have a direct impact on fertilizers, gas, and
transportation. Mr Pal said, this supplementary grant is a solution to the
current crisis. He said, the Narendra Modi government is accelerating
development works at a rapid pace and also providing subsidies in fertilizer
to the farmers.

Ram Shiromani Verma of the Samajwadi Party raised the
issue of unemployment and demanded to raise the income of
farmers. He said that the country’s progress is possible only when
all states are taken along. Mr Verma also demanded that the
Members of Parliament Local Area Development (MPLADS) funds
should be increased from the present five crore rupees to 25 crore
rupees per year.

Ganpathy Rajkumar of the DMK raised the issue of the



reported shortage of LPG cylinders in the country. Daggumalla
Prasada Rao of the TDP said that India is steadily progressing
towards the vision of Viksit Bharat. He said that the agriculture
sector is boosting the economy. Mr. Rao also stated that the
provision of 19 thousand crore rupees as fertilizer subsidy will
support the farmers.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1547 HRS

GAURAV EP-1

12.03.2026
GOYAL- RAHUL GANDHI

Union Minister Piyush Goyal said that the Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi has once again been seen violating the rules and
established conventions of the Parliament today. Mr Goyal said that the
Speaker granted him the opportunity to speak on reported LPG shortage
issue. The Minister said that Mr Gandhi did not follow the rules and
attempted to introduce unrelated and baseless issues. Mr Goyal said that
such conduct of LoP only serves to disrupt the proceedings and raise
matters that can unnecessarily tarnish the image of the country. He also
said that the clarification of Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister has clearly
conveyed that the situation regarding LPG shortage is under control.

BYTE- PIYUSH GOYAL
<><>AKSHIT/MAIL/1807 HRS
GAURAV::HC EPP
12.03.2026

LS-OIL-LPG

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has
stressed that India’s crude oil position is secured. He said, domestic supply
of LPG is fully protected and the standard time for booking to delivery for
domestic LPG cylinders remains unchanged at 2.5 days. He said, the
government'’s priority is to provide uninterrupted LPG supply to 33 crore
families, especially poor and the underprivileged. The Minister today made
a statement in the Lok Sabha about the steps taken by the government in
response to the disruption to the global energy supply arising from the
ongoing conflict in West Asia.

Mr. Puri said, despite having no role in causing the West Asia conflict,
India has to navigate through its consequences. He said, Strait of Hormuz



has been effectively closed to commercial shipping for the first time in
recorded history. He said, there is no shortage of petrol, diesel, kerosene,
Aviation Turbine Fuel in the country. He said retail outlets across the
country are stocked and supply chains for these products are functioning
normally. He also said that the refineries are operating at high capacity
utilisation and in several cases they are exceeding 100 per cent.

The Minister said, India was previously importing approximately 60
percent of its LPG requirements from Gulf countries such as Qatar, the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, while 40 percent is
produced domestically. He said, procurement has now been actively
diversified, with cargoes being secured from the United States, Norway,
Canada, Algeria and Russia. The Minister said, LPG production has been
increased by 28 per cent through refinery directives, and further
procurement is currently underway. He said, natural gas supply has been
managed through prioritised allocation, and the position is stable. He said,
large LNG cargoes are arriving on an almost daily basis through alternative
supply routes, and India has sufficient gas production and supply
arrangements to sustain this position even in the event of a prolonged
conflict. He said, commercial LPG has been regulated to prevent black
marketing, and not to penalise the hospitality sector. He said, LPG
production has been stepped up by 28 per cent.

<><>Bhupendra/Sanjeev/Dipendra/Anupam/1759 HRS



