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EVE. RAJYA SABHA — FAREWELL

Rajya Sabha today bid farewell to 59 members from 20 states including 9
women members. Speaking during the farewell, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that their contribution to parliamentary democracy will always
be remembered. He said that in politics there is never a full stop, as their
experience and contribution to the nation will always remain relevant and
valuable. He said the retiring members have made immense contributions
to the House. PM Modi said this is an occasion that every two years
immerses the Members in emotional moments in this House. He said when
such an occasion comes, the respect is expressed towards the colleagues
who are moving forward for a special purpose. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that everyone in the House has made significant contributions to
the many issues discussed in the House. He said there are also some bitter
and sweet experiences but, when such an occasion arises, it is natural that
members rise above party lines and a common sentiment emerges among
all. Prime Minister Modi said this House, in itself, is an open university and
it provides an opportunity to become enriched with the many finer aspects
of national life. (S/B-PM MODI) Mentioning Deputy chairman Harivansh
who is also retiring Mr Modi said he had the opportunity to discharge his
responsibilities in this House for a long time. The Prime Minister said Mr
Harivansh has always tried to win the confidence of everyone while
conducting the proceedings of the House. Prime Minister Modi also
mentioned H.D. Deve Gowda, Mallikarjun Kharge, and Sharad Pawar and
their valuable contributions to the House. He said these are senior leaders
who have spent more than half of their lives in parliamentary functioning.
He further added that new members of Parliament should learn from them
how to come to the House with dedication, contribute as much as possible,
and remain fully committed to the responsibilities given by the society.
(S/B-PM MODI) Earlier, addressing the House, the Chairman of the
House C. P. Radhakrishnan said the retirement of one-third of Rajya Sabha
members every two years reflects the constitutional design of the Council
of States, which allows experienced lawmakers to make way for new
members while preserving institutional stability. He said the system
ensures continuity in the functioning of the House and at the same time



creates space for fresh voices to enrich parliamentary debates with new
ideas. The Chairman said the retirement of members should not be seen as
an end, but as the beginning of new responsibilities and public roles.
(S/B- CP RADHAKRISHNAN) He noted that while new members will
carry forward the legacy of the House with renewed energy and
commitment, the experience and wisdom of outgoing members will
continue to guide future generations of parliamentarians. Making the
remarks on the bid farewell to retiring MPs in the Rajya Sabha, Leader of
Opposition and Congress MP Mallikarjun Kharge said those in politics,
public life, neither get tired nor retire for the passion to serve the country.
Mr Kharge said that he always tries to attend all the proceedings of the
House to gain the knowledge from the other members (S/B- KHARGE)
In his address, Deputy Chairman Harivansh called for consensus
on national issues, stating, the nation comes first, followed by
political parties. He acknowledged the collective efforts that
contribute to the functioning of Parliament and appreciated the
cooperation he received across party lines. During their address MPs
urged the government to increase the working hours of the Parliament to
increase its effectiveness and focus on the issues of the common man.
They have also submitted demands for a stronger attendance in the
Parliament. YSRCP MP Ayodhya Rami Reddy Alla submitted to the Chair
that Parliament must hold frequent sessions to discuss issues to increase
its effectiveness. He also urged the Chair to look into the low attendance
issues in the House. Trinamool Congress leader Derek O'Brien retiring
members were moving on to new roles to continue their public life. Mr
Brien noted that many of the retiring MPs had the rare distinction of
serving under three Rajya Sabha chairman , M Venkaiah Naidu, Jagdeep
Dhankhar and the incumbent CP Radhakrishnan , during their six-year
tenure. He also highlighted the contributions of younger parliamentarians
and said the House reflected a blend of experience and youth. DMK'’s
Tiruchi Siva described the moment as not the end of the road but only the
bend of the road and exuded confidence that retiring members would
continue contributing to public life. He said parting was inevitable but
difficult, as he recalled long associations with colleagues cutting across
party lines. Aam Aadmi Party leader Sanjay Singh said farewell moments
were painful and emotional. Recalling close personal bonds formed in
parliamentary committees, he urged the Chair to allow former members
access to the inner lobby of the Rajya Sabha as earlier. BID member



Sasmit Patra said such occasions underscored that beyond political
differences; members are united by a shared commitment to public service.
After the farewell, the House was adjourned till Monday 11 AM.

CABINET-BRIEFING: Union Cabinet approved Bharat Audyogik Vikas

Yojna (BHAVYA) to develop 100 plug-and-play industrial parks with an
allocation of 33 thousand 660 crore rupees. Briefing media in New Delhi
after the cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the Scheme aims to develop world-class industrial
infrastructure, unlocking manufacturing potential and driving the country's
growth story. He said that Industrial parks of 100 to 1000 acres will be
developed with support of up to one crore rupees per acre. BYTE-
ASHWINI VAISHNAW In a significant step towards strengthening
farmer welfare and advancing the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the
Cabinet approved MSP funding of over 1,718 crore rupees to the Cotton
Corporation of India for the cotton season 2023-24. The Minister said that
this funding aims to provide direct price support to cotton farmers across
the country. Mr Vaishnaw said the MSP operations are undertaken to
safeguard the interests of cotton farmers, particularly during periods when
market prices fall below the MSP. BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Cabinet also approved the Small Hydro Power Development Scheme for the
period of 2026-27 to 2030-31 with an outlay of more than two thousand
584 crore for the installation of Small Hydro Power (SHP) Projects of an
approximate capacity of 1500 MW. Mr Vaishnaw said that the scheme will
also incentivise the states to prepare the detailed project report for about
200 projects to create a pipeline of small hydro projects in future. BYTE-
ASHWINI VAISHNAW

EVE LS - DEMAND OF GRANT AGRICULTURE: Union Minister for

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that the
government is moving forward with the objectives of ensuring food
security, increasing farmers’ income, and providing nutritious food to the
people. The Minister was replying to the discussion in the Lok Sabha on the
Demands for Grants under the control of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare for 2026- 27. He said, in 2013-14, the agriculture budget



was only 21 thousand 933 crore rupees, which has now increased to more
than one lakh 30 thousand crore rrupees. Mr Chouhan said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government has been
continuously working to increase agricultural production. He said, at
present, there is record production in both food grains and horticulture. He
informed the House that as compared to 265 million tonnes foodgrains
production in 2014-15, the production has risen to 357 million tonnes.
Similarly, in the horticulture sector, production has increased from 277
million tonnes to 370 million tonnes. Besides, record production has also
been witnessed in the production of paddy, wheat, maize, groundnut, and
soybean.

Mr. Chouhan said that India has surpassed China in rice production
and has become number one country in the world in terms of rice
production. Mr Chouhan said that efforts have been made to reduce
production costs to ensure farmers get the remunerative price for their
produce. Talking about PM-Kisan, the Minister said that under the PM-Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme, four lakh 27 thousand crore rupees has been
transferred directly into farmers’ accounts in 22 installments. This scheme
has brought significant changes in the lives of small and marginal farmers.
On fertilizers, the Agriculture Minister said, additionally, the government
has continuously increased fertilizer subsidies. He said, in the interest of
farmers, the prices of Urea and DAP have been kept stable and today, a
bag of urea is available at 266 rupees. He informed that the Fertilizer
subsidy, which was only 18 thousand 460 crore rupees during 2005-06, has
now increased to more than 1.77 lakh crore rupees. He informed that in
2014, the agricultural credit was 7.30 lakh crore rupees, which has now
increased to 28 lakh crore through institutional loans. He said the
government has made several important reforms in the Kisan Credit Card
(KCC), extending its benefits not only to farming but also to the animal
husbandry, dairy, and fisheries sector.

On MSP, Mr Chouhan said that the UPA government had not
provided a Minimum Support Price (MSP) at 50 percent above the cost of
production to farmers. He said, in 2019, it was the Narendra Modi
government which decided that MSP would be decided by adding a 50
percent profit margin over the cost.

Comparing about procurement of foodgrains, Mr Chouhan said that
during the UPA rule only 45 crore metric tonnes of paddy were procured,
whereas the NDA government procured more than 84 crore metric tonnes.



During the UPA period, the procurement of pulses was only 6 lakh metric
tonnes, whereas it reached around two crore metric tonnes during the
Modi government .

PARL- EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MEETING: The meeting of the

Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs is underway at
Parliament House Annexe. The Committee is being briefed by the
representatives of the Ministry of External Affairs on the safety, security
and repatriation of the Indian Diaspora during the ongoing conflict in West
Asia. Senior Congress MP Shashi Tharoor is the Chairman of the
Committee. The Ministry of External Affairs team is being led by Secretary
(West) Sibi George.

BIP-CONGRESS: BJP today criticised Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for

the party’s alleged support of the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom’s (USCIRF) latest annual report. Address*ing a press conference
in New Delhi, BJP Spkesperson Gaurav Bhatia accused that Mr Gandhi
intentionally oppose India and has an anti-Indian mentality. Referring to
the Congres's recent post on social media citing the report, Mr Bhatia
questioned Mr Gandhi for his alleged endorsement of the report and called
it concerning. Dismissing the USCIRF report’s authority, BJP Spokesperson
urged congress leader to not support such claims.

REV. BADMINTON-ORLEANS MASTERS UPDATE:

In Orleans Masters Badminton, Ayush Shetty has advanced to the
Round of 16 in Men's Singles. Ayush defeated compatriot Kiran George in
a Round of 32 match at Palais des Sports in France this evening. Earlier, in
another Round of 32 match, Kidambi Srikanth lost to Denmark's Magnus
Johannesen 12-21, 10-21.

In Women's Singles, Anmol Kharb has also progressed to the Round
of 16 in Women's Singles. Anmol defeated Neslihan Arin of Turkiye 21-12,
21-16 in Round of 32 match. Another Round of 32 match is underway
between Tanvi Sharma and Thai player Supanida Katethong.



Aakarshi Kashyap will take on Yeo Jia Min of Singapore while Malvika
Bansod will face S.Y. Sung of Chinese Taipei in Round of 32 matches this
evening.

In Men’s doubles, India's Arjun Madathil Ramachandran and
Hariharan Amsakarunan have also progressed to Round of 16.

IRAN'S GAS FIELD ATTACKED

Iranian state media reported that facilities linked to the country’s
major offshore South Pars gas field came under attack today. Both state
television and State news agency said the strike targeted facilities at
Asaluyeh, located in Iran’s southern Bushehr province, though no further
details were immediately provided. South Pars is the world largest natural
gas field, with both Qatar and Iran operating facilities on it. It remains
unclear whether Israel or the United States had carried out the latest
strike. However, U.S. has been operating primarily in southern Iran. The
United States previously attacked Iran's main oil terminal Kharg Island in
the Persian Gulf.<><><>



