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GAURAV EPI 26.03.26
GADKARI - SADAK SURAKSHA ABHIYAN 2026

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari today
said that the government has undertaken extensive measures to improve
road safety by identifying and rectifying accident-prone black spots across
the country. Interacting with actor Aamir Khan at the Sadak Suraksha
Abhiyan 2026 in New Delhi, the Minister said over 40 thousand crore
rupees has been spent on improving road design and safety, adding that



out of around 350 identified black spots, nearly 280 have already been
rectified. Mr Gadkari said the country’s automobile industry has witnessed
significant growth in recent years and has emerged as the third-largest
globally. He said the government is working with a vision to take India to
the top position in the sector over the next five years, supported by policy
reforms and infrastructure development.

(BYTE - NITIN GADKARI -)

Highlighting measures to curb road accidents, the Minister said the
government has mandated six airbags in vehicles, introduced key road
safety legislation, digitalised the licensing system and established over 200
driving training centres. He added that efforts are also being made to
promote employment and Original Equipment Manufacturers facilities in
aspirational districts will be established to generate opportunities for youth.
<><>AMAN/ROHAN/1559 HRS
SHUKLA DP-I 26.03.2026
PREZ-VP-PM-RAM NAVAMI

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have extended greetings to citizens on the
occasion of Ram Navami. In a message, the President said that the epic life
journey of Bhagwan Shri Ram guides us to follow the path of truth, justice
and virtue for a meaningful life. The President added that the life of
Bhagwan Shri Ram motivates us to discharge our duties towards society.
President Murmu also urged the citizens to imbibe the teachings of the
great saga of Bhagwan Shri Ram and take a pledge to serve the nation
with thoughts, words and deeds.

The Vice-President defined Lord Ram as the symbol of patience,
sacrifice, and devotion to justice, who stands as the supreme ideal of
justice, truth, and unwavering propriety for all humanity. Mr Radhakrishnan
said that the Ram’s ideals will continue to inspire countrymen to march
forward on the path of social harmony, ethical conduct, and public service
for ages to come. The Vice-President wished that the grace of Lord Ram
will ensure the victory of righteousness over unrighteousness, the complete
eradication of injustice, arrogance, and unrest from society, the creation of
a better society, and the continuous progress of our nation on the path of
advancement

Sharing a video on his social media, the Prime Minister said that the
life of Maryada Purushottam, filled with sacrifice, austerity, and restraint is



an inspiration to confront every situation with full strength. Mr Modi said
that the ideals of Lord Ram will continue to guide not only the people of
India but all of humanity for eternity. The Prime Minister wished that by
the grace of Lord Ram, the welfare of all may be ensured, paving the way
for the fulfillment of the nation’s resolve for a developed and self-reliant
India.

<><>DIPENDRA/RISHU/1225

SHUKLA EP-1 26.03.2026
AMIT SHAH - RAMNAVAMI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today extended his wishes on the
occasion of Ram Navami. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that the life
of Maryada Purushottam Ram is an invaluable inspiration for walking the
path of truth, righteousness, and duty.

<><>NITIKA/1501 HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 26.03.2026
OM BIRLA - RAM NAVAMI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has extended greetings to citizens on
the occasion of Ram Navami. In a social media post, he said that Lord Shri
Ram has bestowed upon humanity such radiant ideals of sacrifice,
commitment to his word, harmony, valor, and a life rooted in dharma,
which have served as guiding lights for the Indian consciousness across
ages. Mr Birla added that Lord Rama’s divine character is the living
embodiment of good governance, public welfare, a just order, and the
grand concept of Ram Rajya, which still regard today as the ideal for
nation-building. The Lok Sabha Speaker highlighted that the Lord Ram's
grace remains ever upon all citizens, every home and courtyard be filled
with happiness, peace, prosperity, and joy, and through his divine
blessings, the nation continually scales new heights of progress, pride, and
cultural splendor.

AMAN/NITIKA/1253

SHUKLA DP-II 26.03.2026
IRAN-INDIA-HORMUZ

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi has said that Iran
allowed India and a number of other friendly nations including China and



Russia to use the Strait of Hormuz for commercial shipping. Global oil and
gas prices have surged after Iran blocked the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow
shipping lane between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, that handles
roughly 20 per cent of global oil and LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas). There
have been growing global concerns over disruptions in commercial shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz, with US President Donald Trump warning
Iran of severe consequences if it does not fully reopen the waterway. The
Iranian foreign minister made it clear that ships linked to Iran's adversaries
will not be allowed to transit through the strategic waterway. He added
that the region is a war zone, and there is no reason to allow the ships of
our enemies and their allies to pass through, But it remains open to others.
In the last couple of weeks, India has made diplomatic efforts focused on
ending the conflict in West Asia as soon as possible and ensuring the
unimpeded flow of energy through the Strait of Hormuz. Also, West Asia
has been a major source of India's energy procurement.

GAURAV EP-I 26.03.2026
GOVT - LPG

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has reiterated that India's
petroleum and LPG supply situation is fully secure and under control. It
said, all retail fuel outlets have enough supplies and there is no shortage of
petrol, diesel, or LPG anywhere in the country. The Ministry has called
upon citizens not to be misled by a deliberately mischievous, coordinated
campaign of misinformation that is being carried out to spread unjustified
panic. India is today receiving more crude oil from its 41-plus suppliers
across the world. The Ministry said, every Indian refinery is running at over
100 per cent utilisation. India has 74 days of total reserve capacity and
actual stock cover is around 60 days right now.

The Ministry has also said that there is no shortage of LPG across the
country. The domestic refinery production has been ramped up by 40 per
cent, bringing daily LPG output to 50 Thousand Metric Tonnes, which is
more than 60 per cent of country's requirement. It said, approximately one
full month of supply is firmly arranged, with additional procurement being
finalised continuously. Oil companies are successfully delivering over 50
lakh cylinders every day. The Ministry said, the Cylinder demand had gone
up to 89 lakh cylinders due to panic ordering by consumers and has now
come down to 50 lakh cylinders again. The Commercial cylinder allocations
have been raised to 50 per cent in consultation with state governments to



avoid hoarding or black marketing. The Ministry informed that over and
above domestic production, 800 Thousand Metric Tonnes of assured
inbound LPG cargoes are already secured and en route from the United
States, Russia, Australia, and other countries, arriving across India's 22
LPG import terminals.

<><>DIPENDRA/1534
GAURAV EP-1 26.03.2026

JITENDRA SINGH - MINERAL

Union Minister of Science and Technology Dr Jitendra Singh has said
India is scaling up exploration of critical minerals, fostering a startup-driven
mining ecosystem and building strong domestic value chains to reduce
import dependence. Addressing the Governing Body meeting of the
National Mineral Exploration and Development Trust in New Delhi, the
Minister outlined key priorities to accelerate exploration, strengthen
domestic capacity and expand participation in the critical minerals sector.
The meeting was co-chaired by Union Minister of Coal and Mines G. Kishan
Reddy. Dr Singh stressed that the pace of exploration, particularly for
lithium and other critical minerals, must align with global demand and
India’s strategic needs. He highlighted ongoing work in regions such as
Rajasthan, Jammu and Kashmir and called for expanding indigenous
exploration efforts. He underscored the need to create a conducive
environment for startups and private players, suggesting institutional
support, incentives and faster approvals to boost innovation in mining
technologies. The Minister said reducing import dependence requires end-
to-end domestic supply chains, including processing and value addition. He
also called for resolving delays related to clearances and enhancing local
community engagement for smoother project implementation.

<><>DIPENDRA/NITIKA/1616 HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 26.03.2026
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim until tomorrow. The weather agency has predicted
thunderstorms and hailstorms over Bihar, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim. Thunderstorms and lightning are also expected over Delhi, Punjab,



Haryana, Chandigarh, East Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttarakhand and Vidarbha for the next two days. Similar
conditions will prevail over Andhra Pradesh, Interior Karnataka, Jharkhand,
Coastal Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe and West Uttar Pradesh. Meanwhile,
Kerala, Mahe, Konkan and Goa will experience hot and humid conditions till
tomorrow.



