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DAY-TRUMP IRAN

US President Donald Trump has threatened to escalate military action
against Iran, if Tehran attempts to block oil shipments through the Strait of
Hormuz, while at the same time predicting the conflict could end sooner
than expected. Speaking at a news conference, Mr Trump said American
forces had already inflicted serious damage on Iran's air force and navy,
and suggested the war could conclude well within the initial four-week
timeframe he had outlined.Iran's Revolutionary Guards responded swiftly,
warning they would not allow, in their words, 'one litre of oil' to leave the
region, if US and Israeli strikes continue. A Guards spokesperson declared
that it is Iran, not Washington, that will determine when the war ends. We
have a report from our West Asia correspondent:

(V/C- VINOD)

Tense exchanges between the U.S. president and the Iranian
regime fuelled market volatility , driving wild swings in global
enerqy prices. Brent crude futures spiked nearly 29 percent during
the session, brushing 120 dollars a barrel, before pulling back but
still logging their strongest close since 2022. In short prices have
eased from the peak but have not fully reversed; they are still
elevated by historical standards and compared with levels just a
few weeks aqgo. Trump says he spoke directly with Russian
President Viadimir Putin, announcing Washington will waive some

oil-related sanctions on select countries to ease the supply
crunch. Other measures under discussion include additional

releases from U.S. strategic reserves and possible curbs on
American crude exports. This is VINOD KUMAR FOR WORLD NEWS
FOR DUBAI

VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0854 HRS.

MK :: JAIRAJ MP-11 10.03.2026
NEPAL COUNTING
In Nepal, counting for 165 seats under the first-past-the-post system
is complete, and counting for Proportional representation is underway.
Under the first-past-the-post system, the Rastriya Swatantra Party
has won in 125 constituencies, Nepali Congress won 18 seats, UML has 10
seats and NCP has won 8 seats. RPP has won 1 seat, Shram Sanskriti Party



has won 3 seats and an independent candidate has won 1 seat.

The Election Commission had completed the counting of nearly 90
percent of the votes cast under the proportional representation system. So
far, 6 political parties have crossed the PR threshold, with the RSP leading
by significant margin. Any party must cross the PR threshold which is by
securing 3 % of the valid votes. A total of 10,977,711 votes were cast
under the PR system and 316,158 votes were required to cross the PR
threshold.

Now EC has to present the Election report to the President. The
president then shall call the new session of House of Representaive within
30 days. After the House of Representatives session convenes, the senior
most member of the House, will administer the oath of office and secrecy
to all the elected members. According to Article 76(1) of constitution, the
president shall appoint the leader of the parliamentary party that
commands majority in the House of Representatives as the Prime Minister
and the council of Ministers shall be constituted under his or her
chairmanship.

As RSP is the largest winner in march 5 elections, RSP has to choose
its Parliamentary Party leader. During election campaigning, RSP had
gained votes promising Prime Ministership to Balendra Shah. If RSP
continues to keep its promise, Balendra Shah would become the youngest
PM of Nepal.

SWETA SINGH/KATHMANDU/MAIL/0829HRS

SUDHA DP-I 10.03.2026
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SL-FUEL PRICES

Retail fuel prices in Sri Lanka have increased after a revision by the
state-owned Ceylon Petroleum Corporation came into effect today.

The new pricing structure has brought the cost up by about 7-8per
cent or at least 24 Rupees per liter across the board. The revision applies
across the island through Ceypetco and all other filling stations and reflects
continuing adjustments to energy pricing as authorities work to stabilise
the country’s finances.

The price revision comes amid heightened volatility in global oil
markets linked to the ongoing tensions in the Middle East. The uncertainty
has pushed international crude prices sharply higher, with benchmarks
climbing above 100 US dollars per barrel in recent days, prompting several



oil-importing countries including Sri Lanka to adjust domestic fuel prices to
reflect rising import costs.

Sri Lanka faced a severe economic crisis in 2022 that led to acute
fuel shortages, long queues at petrol stations and widespread disruptions,
eventually prompting economic reforms backed by the International
Monetary Fund.

<><>DR. AHMED MUYEEN FAROOQI/COLOMBO/MAIL/1013

HRS.

SUDHA DP-I
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PM-CISF RAISING DAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today conveyed greetings to all
personnel of the Central Industrial Security Force on their Raising Day. In a
social media post, the Prime Minister said CISF plays a vital role in
safeguarding critical infrastructure across the nation. Mr Modi added, their
unwavering commitment to duty contributes greatly to India’s security and
progress.

<><>BHANU/RISHU/1019

TRIPTI DP-I
10.03.2026

VP - CISF RAISING DAY

Vice President C P Radhalkrishnan has conveyed greetings to all
personnel of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) on their Raising
Day today. In a social media post, the Vice President said, CISF's
dedication, professionalism and unwavering commitment to safeguarding
the nation's critical infrastructure and public institutions are truly
commendable. He added that the nation salutes their courage, discipline
and steadfast devotion to duty.

<><>SAKLEN/NITIKA/1053
MK MP-I 10.03.2026



MORN IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has forecast heatwave to
severe heatwave conditions over Himachal Pradesh today. Heat wave
conditions are expected over Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, Vidarbha, and
Rajasthan. Madhya Maharashtra and Marathwada will experience hot and
humid weather throughout the day. Furthermore, the weather agency has
predicted heavy rainfall over Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir.
Thunderstorm and lightning conditions will also prevail over Bihar,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Mahe, Gangetic West Bengal, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim and Northeastern states.

<><>RISHU/0711HRS

SUDHA DP-I
10.03.2026

SHAH-CISF RAISING DAY

Home Minister Amit Shah today extended greetings to personnel of
Central Industrial Security Force, CISF on its Raising Day. In a social media
post, Mr Shah said their dedication reflects true spirit of patriotism and
professionalism. The Minister also paid tributes to martyrs who made
supreme sacrifice for the country.

<><>VISHNU/RISHU/0926

TRIPTI : SAPNA DP-I 10.03.2026
WB-ECI

The Election Commission of India has held poll preparedness meeting
with the state Chief Electoral Officer CEO, nodal officer of the state police
and central reserve police forced in Kolkata this morning. The Commission
is now holding a meeting with the Chief Secretary, DGP and other senior
officers of the government of West Bengal which will be followed by
interaction with the Booth Level Officers and a press conference.

The full bench of the ECI including the Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar arrived in Kolkata on Sunday evening to review poll
preparedness ahead of Assembly Elections in West Bengal. Yesterday, the



full bench of the Commission held meetings with recognized national and
state political parties to gather suggestions for the electoral process.

The Commission made it clear that the objective of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) is to ensure that no eligible voter be left out, while
no ineligible person included in the voter list. Commission also informed,
the necessary procedure under the Form 6/7/8 for voter's inclusion,
deletion and changes is going on.

CB/ KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/1122

<><>
Amid heightened volatility in the financial markets due to the ongoing West
Asia conflict, SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey has urged investors to
remain calm. Addressing an event to celebrate 30 years of NIFTY 50 in
Mumbai last evening, Mr. Pandey said India’s domestic fundamentals have
continued to remain strong and provide resilience amid such uncertainties.
Stating that global markets are currently experiencing turbulence as the
war in West Asia has disrupted key shipping routes and triggered oil and
gas supply shocks, leading to supply and demand-side disruptions, Mr.
Pandey said India too is deeply impacted by such developments.
<><><>

TRIPTI DP-I
10.03.2026

PIB FACT CHECK - S JAISHANKAR
The government has debunked a video circulating on social media
claiming that External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said the nation would
not tolerate Muslim countries harassing Israel. The video also claims that
Israel recently granted 3 billion dollars to the Afghan Taliban at India’s
request. The Fact Check Unit of the Press Information Bureau informed
that the claim is fake and the viral video is Al Generated to mislead the
public. It added that no such statement was made by External Affairs
Minister.
<><>SAKLEN/NITIKA/1122
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The Chennai Hotels Association has appealed to Prime Minister to
intervene in the supply of commercial LPG cylinders needed for the food
industry. In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, the President of the Association, M. Ravi has
pointed out that the supply of commercial LPG cylinders should be taken in
the essential supply list as there has been a shortage of the supply in the
city of Chennai. Listing out that IT industry, colleges, tourism, travellers
and banquets for weddings and conferences are the main customers who
are likely to bear the brunt, Mr Ravi appealed to Prime Minister to address
the issue immediately.

<><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1051

SUDHA : SAPNA DPP 10.03.2026
RAJYA SABHA

The Rajya Sabha today began its proceedings with the Union
Ministers tabling the reports of various Ministries and departments.
Members of the House also tabled the reports of the parliamentary
committees in the House. During Zero Hour, TMC MP Derek O'Brien
demanded the discussion on Special Intensive Revision SIR carried out by
the Election Commission in various states including West Bengal.The
Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge also demanded debate on
electoral reforms in the House. Amid slogreeing the opposition walked out
of the House. Responding to their demands, Leader of House JP Nadda
criticized it and said that the Opposition does not want actual debate inside
the House. He also condemned the Opposition for raising SIR inside the
House even after the discussion on electoral reforms already happened. Mr
Nadda said the Opposition has walked out again and does not want any
discussion in the House.

<><>SANJEEV/1139/HRS



