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SHUKLA :: JAIRA) MP-I 31.03.2026
PREZ - BIHAR VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a day-long visit to Bihar today
to attend the second convocation of Nalanda University at Rajgir. The
event marks a significant diplomatic and academic gathering, with
Governor Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, and
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar also in attendance. More from our
correspondent:

(V/C -SAVITA)

Y/ -

President Droupadi Murmu will attend the second

convocation ceremony of Nalanda University in Rajqgir today.
During the ceremony, she will award gold medals to 36 students
from various faculties and confer PhD degrees upon 10 research
scholars. Students from 13 countries, including Argentina,




Vietnam, Nepal, and Bhutan, will participate in the event. During

her visit the President will also perform the formal inaugquration
of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies. The establishment of

this center was previously announced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the 22nd ASEAN-India Summit. Additionally, the
President will inaugurate the Vishwamitralaya Auditorium, which

has a seating capacity of 2,000. Following these events, she is
scheduled to tour the ruins of the Ancient Nalanda University.

Savita Pareek Akashawani News Patna. '
SAVITA PAREEK /PATNA/MAIL/0747

TRIPTI : PAWAN DP-I 31.03.2026
PM-GUJ MUSEUM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is on a day-long visit to Gujarat today.
He inaugurated the Samrat Samprati Museum in Koba, Gandhinagar. The
museum is dedicated to Jain history and the life of Samrat Samprati, his
rule and message of Non-violence. This initiative is being considered an
important step towards giving a new identity to India's rich cultural and
spiritual heritage.

Later today the Prime Minister will inaugurate the Kaynes
Semiconductor OSAT plant in Sanand and inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of development works worth over 19,800 crore rupees in
the newly created Vav-Tharad district.

<>L<><>

PRAVESH ADIACHA/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/1122

TRIPTI DP-I 31-
03-2026
PANCHAYAT GRANTS

Government has sanctioned and released the 15" Finance
Commission Tied and Untied Grants during financial year 2025-26 for
Panchayati Raj Institutions and Local Bodies in Telangana, Rajasthan,



Maharashtra, Uttarakhand, Mizoram. These grants will empower grassroots
governance, enabling need-based local development in Panchayati Raj
Institutions.

For Telangana, over 247 crore rupees have been released as the 1st
installment for 12 thousand and six hundred Gram Panchayats. For
Uttarakhand, over 91 crore rupees have been released as 2nd installment,
benefiting all 13 District Panchayats, 95 Block Panchayats, and nearly 8
thousand eligible gram panchayats. For Maharashtra, the Government
released over 109 crore rupees each as the withheld portions of the 1st
and 2nd instalments of 15th Finance Commission. Meghalaya received 27
crore rupees as 2nd installment of untied grants of the financial year 2021-
22.

<<>> PRIYA/1126

SHUKLA MP-I
31.03.2026
CENSUS 2027
The government has notified a set of 33 questions to be

asked during the first phase of Census 2027. Addressing a press
conference in New Delhi, Registrar General and Census Commissioner of
India Mritunjay Kumar Narayan informed that the Census will be conducted
in two phases. Mr Narayan said that in the first phase, House listing and
Self-Enumeration will be carried out. He said, the first phase will be
conducted between April 1 and September 30 as per schedules

finalised by States and Union Territories.

The Commissioner noted that the Self-Enumeration facility will be
conducted over a 15-day period between 1st April and 31st August this
year, with the schedule varying across States and Union Territories. He
added that, after each State and Union Territory carries out the Self-
Enumeration, the Houselisting operations will be conducted over a 30-day
period till 30th September. He also noted that the self-enumeration portal
will be available in 16 languages. He further informed that the questions
for the first phase have already been notified, and the questions for the
second phase will be published in due course. Mr Narayan also highlighted



that the caste enumeration will be done in the second phase of the Census.
PTI/CB/VISHNU/SAKLEN/0650

TRIPTI::PAWAN DP-I
31.03.2026

RBI-DEFERS NORMS

The Reserve Bank of India has postponed the implementation of its
new rules on capital market exposure by three months. The revised
deadline is now July 1, 2026, instead of April 1.

The central bank said the decision comes after requests from banks,
capital market intermediaries, and industry bodies, which sought more time
and clarity on certain operational issues.

The amended guidelines were originally issued in February this year.
They aim to make it easier for banks to finance acquisitions by Indian
companies, streamline lending limits against shares and similar
instruments, and introduce a more principles-based approach for lending to
market intermediaries.

The RBI has also clarified rules related to acquisition finance. The
definition now includes mergers and amalgamations, and such financing
will be allowed only when acquiring control of a non-financial company.

In cases where the target is a holding or parent company, banks
must ensure that the acquisition meets the required synergy conditions
across its subsidiaries. Additionally, companies will now be allowed to use
acquisition finance to fund subsidiaries, both in India and abroad, for
acquiring target companies.

<>L<><>

BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/1100

SHUKLA DP-I 31.03.2026
PREZ - VP - GREETING

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President C P Radhakrishnan
today conveyed greetings to countrymen on the occasion of Mahavir
Jayanti. In a social media post, the President said that Lord Mahavir taught



the principles of non-violence, truth, and self-restraint, and inspired people
to lead a life of compassion. The President added that everyone must take
inspiration from the teachings of Lord Mahavir and make continuous efforts
to build a more sensitive, peaceful and inclusive society.

The Vice President said that the timeless teachings of Bhagwan
Mahavir continue to guide all towards a life of self-discipline, compassion
and harmony. He added that the Bhagwan Mahavir’s blessings strengthen
the spirit of peace, non-violence and brotherhood in society.

NITIKA/0940 HRS

SHUKLA DP-I 31.03.2026
PM GREETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended greetings on the
occasion of the Bhagwan Mahavir Janma Kalyanak. In a social media post,
the Prime Minister said that the life and teachings of Bhagwan Mahavir
continue to illuminate the path of truth, non-violence and compassion. He
added that Bhagwan Mahavir's ideals are spiritually uplifting and also
deeply relevant in today’s world.

The Prime Minister also shared some glimpses of the Samrat
Samprati Museum at Koba Tirth in Gujarat will be inaugurated today.

NITIKA/0935 HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 31.03.2026

SHAH- MAHAVIR JAYANTI
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has extended greetings on the
occasion of Lord Mahavir's Janma Kalyanak. In a social media post, he
added that Lord Mahavir’s five principles of conduct are not merely spiritual
guidance, but an unbreakable foundation for building a strong, ethical, and
harmonious nation. Mr Shah said that Mahavir's ideals of truth, non-
violence, non-possession, and equality inspire the youth to move forward
on the path of discipline, sensitivity, and national interest.
NITIKA/0942 HRS
SHUKLA MP-I 31.03.2026

BIRLA - MAHAVIR JAYANTI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has extended greetings on the occasion of the
Lord Mahavir Jayanti. In a social media post, he said that the 24th
Tirthankara of Jainism, who spread the message of non-violence,



compassion, forgiveness, mercy, and altruism to the world.

The Lok Sabha Speaker added that the principles given by Lord
Mahavir thousands of years ago remain just as relevant today.
Furthermore, Mr Birla said that the life of Lord Mahavir, synonymous with
renunciation, austerity, and self-discipline, teaches all that peace and non-
violence are the path that can bring lasting happiness and balance to the
world.

NITIKA/0735

SHUKLA MP-II 31.03.2026
TRUMP - IRAN

US President Donald Trump has threatened widespread destruction
of Iran's energy resources and other vital infrastructure, including
desalination plants, if a deal to end the war with Tehran is not reached
shortly. In an interview with a news channel, Trump said, US troops could
seize Iran's Kharg Island oil export hub. Iran has threatened to mine the
Persian Gulf if its territory is invaded.

The United States and Israel kept up their attacks yesterday, while
Iran struck a key water and electrical plant in Kuwait, and an oil refinery in
Israel came under fire.

CB/PTI/0504

SHUKLA DP-I
31.03.2026

IRCC - NAGOYA PROTOCOL

India has emerged as the global leader in issuing Internationally
Recognized Certificates of Compliance, (IRCCs), under the Nagoya Protocol
on Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS).

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change informed
that IRCCs serve as official proof that Prior Informed Consent has been
obtained and Mutually Agreed Terms have been established between users
and providers of genetic resources. It added that they play a crucial role in
ensuring transparency and fair sharing of benefits arising from the use of
biological resources.

According to the latest data available on the ABS Clearing-House, The



Country has issued 3,561 IRCCs out of a total of 6 thousand 3 hundred 11
worldwide, accounting for over 56 percent of all certificates. Out of 1
hundred 42 countries registered on the platform, only 34 have issued
IRCCs so far. France follows India with 964 certificates, while Spain,
Argentina, Panama and Kenya trail behind.

India’s strong performance reflects the effective implementation of its
Access and Benefit-sharing framework under the Biological Diversity Act,
2002. The National Biodiversity Authority, along with State Biodiversity
Boards and local Biodiversity Management Committees, has streamlined
procedures and strengthened compliance mechanisms.

ANKIT/NITIKA/0944

SHUKLA MP-11 31.03.2026
INDIA CONDEMNS VIOLENCE

India has condemned recent attacks on UN peacekeepers in southern
Lebanon stressing that the safety and security of peacekeepers must
remain a top priority. India's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Parvathaneni Harish said peacekeepers operate in difficult
conditions and are deployed with the backing of a UN mandate in conflict
areas. Peacekeeping is multilateralism in action, noting India’s role in
advancing role in strengthening accountability, noting that New Delhi had
piloted UN Security Council Resolution 2589, which seeks accountability for
crimes against peacekeepers.

The statement followed an incident reported by United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), where two peacekeeper was killed and
another seriously injured after a projectile hit a UN position.

India joined global condemnation of the attack and urged all parties
to ensure the safety of UN personnel.

NANDINI/ANI/0715

SHUKLA :: JAIRAJ MP-I 31.03.2026
TELENGANA GUV - RAJASTHAN FORMATION DAY

Telangana Governor Shiva Pratap Shukla attended the Rajasthan
State Formation Day celebrations held at Lok Bhavan in Hyderabad
yesterday. The event was organised as part of the Ek Bharat - Shreshtha
Bharat programme. Rajasthan residents living in Hyderabad participated in



the event with great enthusiasm. The Governor attended along with his
wife as the Chief Guest.

Speaking on the occasion, Governor Shukla said that Rajasthan holds
a very special place in India's culture and traditions. Inspired by Lord Shri
Ram's message that one's homeland is greater than even heaven, the
people of Rajasthan continue to serve the nation's development and
cultural growth with great dedication, he added. The event concluded with
vibrant Rajasthani cultural performances that captivated the audience.

SAPTHAGIRI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0730

SHUKLA MP-1 31.03.2026
IMD - WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,Sikkim, Kerala, Mahe and Sub
Himalayan West Bengal today. The Weather Agency has forecast
thunderstorms accompanied with Hailstorm over Delhi, Haryana
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Odisha for today. According to IMD, similar
conditions will also prevail over Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh and
Jharkhand today. It also predicted thunderstorms accompanied by lightning
over East Rajasthan, Punjab, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh during the next
two days.

NITIKA/0712



