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SHUKLA MP-1 23.03.2026
PM-CCS MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security yesterday to review the situation and mitigating
measures in the context of ongoing West Asia Conflict. Mr Modi said, the
conflict is an evolving situation and the entire world is affected in some
form. He said, in such a situation, all efforts must be made to safeguard
the citizens from the impact of this conflict. The Prime Minister instructed
that all arms of government should work together to ensure least
inconvenience to the citizens. He also asked for proper coordination with
state governments to ensure no black-marketing and hoarding of important
commodities. The Prime Minister directed for creation of a group of
ministers and secretaries to work dedicatedly in a whole of government
approach. He also instructed for sectoral groups to work in consultation
with all stakeholders.

CB/ANAND/0400
SWATI EP-I 22/03/2026

PM-WEST ASIA MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired a high-level meeting to
review the situation in the petroleum, crude oil, gas, power, and fertiliser
sectors amid the evolving West Asia situation. The meeting held in New
Delhi focused on ensuring uninterrupted supply, stable logistics, and
efficient distribution across the country. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar, Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, Chemicals and Fertlizers
Minister JP Nadda, Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu, Power
Minister Manohar Lal and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw were among those who attended the meeting.
<><><>ANAND/AMAN/1730
SWATI EP-I 22.03.2026

NEW GOVT-WEST ASIA-V/C

The government has reassured that there is no shortage of essential
fuels across the country, with oil refineries operating at high capacity and



adequate stocks of petrol and diesel available. No shortages have been
reported at retail outlets. More from our correspondent:

V/C- AMAN-ENG HIN

The government has taken important steps to ensure stable
availability of petroleum products and LPG across the country. The Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas said delivery of domestic LPG cylinders
remains normal and panic bookings have declined. It added that the
government has increased commercial LPG allocation to states, with
priority given to key sectors, including educational institutions and
hospitals, and is promoting the expansion of PNG connections. States have
been advised to facilitate new PNG connections for domestic and
commercial consumers. The ministry said raids are ongoing across states
and Union Territories to curb LPG hoarding and black marketing.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways said it is closely
monitoring shipping movements, port operations and the safety of Indian
seafarers to ensure continuity of maritime trade. It noted that over 547
Indian seafarers have been safely repatriated, including 13 in the past 24
hours. The Ministry of External Affairs said it is closely tracking
developments in the Gulf and West Asia region, with a focus on the safety
and welfare of Indian nationals. Aman Yadav, Akashvani News, Delhi

<><><>AMAN/2005 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 23.03.2026
NOMINATIONS-ASSEMBLY POLLS

The filing of nomination papers for assembly elections in Assam,
Keralam and Puducherry will end today. Polling in the two states and the
Union Territory will be held in a single phase on 9th of next month. The
scrutiny of nomination papers will be taken up tomorrow. Last date for
withdrawal of candidature is 26th of March. In Tamil Nadu, voting will take
place in a single phase on 23rd of April. In West Bengal, voting will be
conducted in two phases on 23rd and 29th of April. The notification for
Tamil Nadu and for the first phase of Assembly polls in West Bengal will be
issued on 30th of this month. Notification for the second phase of polling in
West Bengal will be issued on 2nd of April. Counting of votes for all four
states and the Union Territory will be held on the 4th of May. The term of
126-member Assam Assembly will end on 20th of May, while that of 140-




member Keralam Assembly on 23rd of May. The 30-member Puducherry
Assembly will complete its term on 15th of June. The term of the 234-
member Tamil Nadu Assembly will end on 10th of May, while that of 294-
member West Bengal Assembly on 7th of May.

CB/ECI WEBSITE/0419

SHUKLA MP-1 23.03.2026
PARLIAMENT TODAY

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
is scheduled to introduce the Corporate Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 in
the Lok Sabha today. The Bill seeks to amend the Limited Liability
Partnership Act, 2008 and the Companies Act, 2013. Besides, the Finance
Bill 2026 is also listed in today's business of the House for consideration
and passing. The Bill proposes to give effect to the financial proposals of
the Central Government for the financial year 2026-2027. In the Rajya
Sabha today, Union Home Minister Amit Shah is scheduled to introduce the
Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Bill, 2026. The Bill
seeks to regulate the general rules governing the recruitment and
conditions of service of Group A General Duty Officers and other officers in
the Central Armed Police Forces and other rules regarding these Forces. In
addition to it, the Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 2026 is also listed in the
today's business of the House for consideration and return. The Bill seeks
to authorise payment and appropriation of certain sums from and out of
the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the financial year 2026-
27.The Lok Sabha has already passed this legislation.

CB/ANAND/0348

SHUKLA MP-1 23.03.2026
MINES AUCTION

Union Coal and Mines Minister G. Kishan Reddy will launch the 7th
Tranche of Auction of Critical and Strategic Mineral Blocks today. The 7™
Tranche will offer 19 blocks across several States under Mining Lease and
Composite Licence. These blocks comprise a diverse basket of minerals
essential for sectors such as clean energy, advanced technologies,
fertilizers and strategic industries. Ministry of Mines said that auction will be
conducted online through a transparent two-stage ascending forward
auction process, wherein the successful bidder will be selected based on
the highest percentage of value of mineral dispatched quoted. It noted that
as of now the Ministry has launched six tranches of auctions, with 46



critical and strategic mineral blocks already auctioned.

CB/PRIYA/0402
SWATI EP-I 22.03.2026
EVE IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty winds over Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada and Uttarakhand
during the next two days. IMD said that similar conditions are likely to
prevail over East Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Sub
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim. The Met Department has predicted hot
and humid weather conditions over Kerala, Mahe, Konkan and Goa
tomorrow. It has also forecast a gradual rise in maximum temperatures by
3 to 5 degree celsius over Central India during the next 5 days.

SC-PRISON CONDITIONS

The Supreme Court has directed all states and Union Territories to
submit updated data on prison conditions by 18th of May, including
sanctioned capacity and steps taken to address overcrowding. A bench of
Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta in a recent order also
sought details on the number of women’s prisons and the facilities
available, including measures for the education and welfare of children
living with female inmates. The direction followed submissions by senior
advocate Gaurav Agrawal, acting as amicus curiae in a suo motu case on
prison conditions, who noted that the existing data was from 2023. The
court said the updated information must reflect the position as of 1st of
this month, with detailed jail-wise occupancy figures. The matter is
scheduled for hearing on 26th May.

IRAN - HORMUZ

Iran has threatened to completely close Strait of Hormuz if US
attacks Iranian power plants. In a statement, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) said that the Strait of Hormuz will be completely
closed and will not be opened until destroyed Iranian power plants are
rebuilt. The IRGC's statement comes after US President Donald Trump
warned that if Iran does not open the Strait of Hormuz within 48 hours,



America will hit and obliterate various Iranian power plants, starting with
the biggest one first. Iranian Parliament Speaker, Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf, also warned that if Tehran's infrastructure is targeted, then key
facilities across the region could be "irreversibly destroyed." Iranian military
officials also said they could target US-linked energy, technology and water
infrastructure in the Gulf. The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
important shipping routes, carrying a large share of global oil and gas
supplies. Iran shut the vital energy supply route on February 28.
Disruptions in this narrow waterway have already choked tanker
movement, pushed up fuel prices and shaken global markets.



