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PM-AMIR QATAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a telephonic conversation with the
Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani yesterday and conveyed
Eid greetings to him and the people of Qatar. In a social media post, Prime
Minister said that he reiterated India stands in solidarity with Qatar and
strongly condemns the attacks on the region’s energy infrastructure. He
expressed gratitude for the care and support provided to the Indian
community and hoped for peace and stability to prevail in the region. Mr
Modi added that both India and Qatar stand for safe and free navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz.

CB/AMAN/0346

PM- IGNCA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Trustees of Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts and discussed various aspects relating to further
popularising nation’s diverse culture in New Delhi yesterday. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said, they also explored ways to bring more people
into this journey, strengthen outreach through digital and grassroots
initiatives and support artists and scholars in preserving and promoting
country’s rich heritage.

GAURAV EP-I 19.03.2026

GOYAL- DELEGATES

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today met delegations
of UK Members of Parliament led by MP and Chairman of the UK
Parliamentary Business and Trade Select Committee Liam Byrne. In a social
media post, Mr Goyal said they discussed on advancing India-UK relations,



with a focus on economic growth, sustainable development, and
innovation. He expressed hope that this partnership will unlock new
opportunities for both the nations. In another meeting, Mr Goyal met the
delegation of the American Intellectual Property Law Association led by its
President Salvatore Anastasi. He said that they discussed about advancing
India’s IP laws, fostering global alignment, promoting innovation, and
enhancing ease of doing business to further strengthen nation’s global
competitiveness.

VP - ADDRESS

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan today emphasised the importance
of early education, stressing that it is important to catch them young and
shape them into responsible and capable individuals. He said this while
inaugurating the Golden Jubilee Building of a school in New Delhi.
Addressing the gathering, Mr. Radhakrishnan said that good individuals
build a good society, which builds a great nation. Underscoring the vital
role of educators, the Vice-President said that teachers are instrumental in
shaping the character and confidence of students, and their contribution to
society is invaluable. He also commended the dedication and efforts of the
school’s teachers and staff, describing them as the foundation of the
institution’s success.

<><>SUPARNA/NITIKA/2055 HRS
GAURAV EPI 19.3.26
PREZ - VRINDAVAN
President Droupadi Murmu today visited Prem Mandir and ISKCON Temple
in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh and performed Aarti. Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel also attended the Aarti. The President is on a three day
visit to Uttar Pradesh from today. In the morning, President Murmu visited
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir at Ayodhya. She performed Darshan and
Aarti at various places within the Ram Janambhoomi Mandir and
participated in the Shri Ram Yantra Sthapana event. Speaking on the
occasion, the President said that the country is progressing towards the
creation of an inclusive society and a developed nation. She expressed
confidence that, with the blessings of Lord Ram, the country will achieve
these goals by the 2047.
(Byte - Droupadi Murmu)

The President will inaugurate the Nand Kishor Somani Oncology Block of
Ramakrishna Mission Sevashram at Vrindavan tomorrow. She is also



scheduled to visit Udiya Baba Ashram and Davanal Kund. President Murmu
will also visit the Samadhi of Neeb Karori Baba in Vrindavan and pay floral
tributes. Security has been tightened in the temple town in view of the
President’s visit.

SHUKLA MP-1 20.03.2026
MEA- BRIEFING

India has expressed concern at the recent attacks on energy
installations across the Gulf region, terming them deeply disturbing. In
response to media queries regarding attacks against energy infrastructure
in the Gulf region, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, the attacks risk further destabilising an already uncertain global
energy scenario. Mr Jaiswal said that such attacks are unacceptable and
need to cease. Briefing media in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson said that energy supply remains a major concern, with
shipping routes also being impacted. He said, LPG availability is under
watch, adding that the government is prioritising domestic consumers while
actively working to diversify energy sources. Mr. Jaiswal said, global
leaders are in constant touch over the evolving situation in West Asia, and
India has clearly conveyed its position on the issue. He added that energy
assistance has been sought by neighbouring countries including
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
Byte- Randhir Jaiswal
Talking about the Pakistani air strikes in Afghanistan, Mr Jaiswal said that
India condemns such barbaric strikes which target civilian infrastructure
and cause a lot of misery to people. Talking about US Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard's statement on Pakistan, the spokesperson said
that Pakistan has a history of clandestine nuclear proliferation. He said,
Pakistan poses a threat to the world because of their clandestine nuclear
operations.
Byte - Randhir Jaiswal

On seafarers in the Strait of Hormuz, Mr Jaiswal stated that India
has a large community of seafarers, and 90 percent of Indian seafaring
community workers serve global commercial shipping. He said, India has
22 ships in the Strait of Hormuz with 611 seafarers. He assured that India
is in touch with their companies and several seafarers have also come
back.
Byte - Randhir Jaiswal



On students stranded in Iran, Mr Jaiswal informed that there are a
large number of students, including girls from Kashmir, who are studying
medical education in Iran. He said, India is trying its best to help them. He
stressed that all Indian nationals who desire to cross Iran's land border
must first get in touch with Indian embassy in Iran so that the process is
smooth. He expressed hope that over the next few days, all of them will be
coming back home. On Chabahar port, Mr Jaiswal said, US side has given
guidance extending the conditional sanctions waiver for Chabahar Port until
26th of April. He said, the government remains engaged with all concerned
in order to address the implications of these developments. Replying to a
query on six Ukrainians and one American citizen detained by NIA, the
spokesperson said, it is a legal matter and relevant government agencies
are investigating it. He said, they have received a consular access request
and these will be addressed keeping in mind the legal requirements that
are involved in the case.

KERALA-CONGRESS CANDIDATE LIST

Congress Party has announced its second list of candidates for the
upcoming Assembly Elections in Keralam, fielding 37 candidates. The party
has fielded senior Congress leader V S Sivakumar from Aruvikkara
constituency, while former MLA K S Sabarinadhan will contest from
Nemom. The list also includes Sandeep Varier from Trikaripur Constituency,
Mohammad Shiyas from Kochi, Nattakom Suresh from Ettumanoor, and
State Youth Congress Secretary Abin Varkey from Aranmula constituency.
Earlier, the party had fielded 55 candidates for the upcoming Assembly
Elections. Polls for Assembly Elections in Kerala are scheduled for 9th of
next month while counting of votes will take place on 4th of May.
CB/VISHNU/0353



