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SJ MP-I
19.03.2026
PRESIDENT AYODHYA
The President of India Droupadi Murmu will visit Ayodhya today. She is on
a 3 day visit to Uttar Pradesh. President will first reach Ayodhya and visit
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir. She will perform Darshan and Aarti at
various places within the Ram Janambhoomi Mandir and participate in Shri
Ram Yantra Sthapana event. Later in the day she will depart for Mathura
Vrindavan where she will take part in various programs and will perform
Darshan and Pujan. Our correspondent, reports that In Ayodhya on the
first day of Chaitra Navratri, also known as the Hindu New Year, the
President will attend Vedic rituals at the Ram Mandir and will be present for
the installation of the Shri Ram Yantra on the temple’s second floor.
(V/C-SUSHIL)

According to general secretary of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
teerth shetra trust, Champat Rai, the Shri Ram Yantra was
brought to Ayodhya two years ago. Based on Vedic mathematics

and geometric patterns, the 'vantra'is regarded as a sacred

symbol believed to channel divine enerqgy and positive spiritual
vibrations.

It was being worshipped before Raja Ram from 12th march

and will be placed on the second floor of the Ram Temple during
the ceremony. During her three and a half hour stay, the president
will also felicitate workers involved in the temple’s construction.

Around 7,000 people are expected to attend the event
including saints, dignitaries and contributors associated with the
construction of the temple. Spiritual leader Mata

Amvritanandamayi will also participate in the function with around
1,000 devotees.Sushil Chandra Tiwari Aakashwani News Ayodhya.

<><><>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI /AYODHYA/MAIL/2306 HRS




SJ MP-I
19.03.2026

CHILD SURVIVAL- UN REPORT

India has emerged as a leading global exemplar in child survival as
per the United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation-
IGME 2025 report. According to the report, the Neonatal Mortality Rate has
declined by nearly 70 per cent from 57 deaths per 1 thousand live births in
1990 to 17 in 2024, reflecting sustained improvements in maternal and
newborn healthcare services. Similarly, the Under-5 Mortality Rate has
registered an even steeper reduction of 79 per cent, declining from 127 in
1990 to 27 in 2024.

Highlighting the key initiatives such as Special Newborn Care Units,
Janani Suraksha Yojana, Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram, and expanded
immunisation programmes, Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
said that it has played a crucial role in driving this transformation and
strengthening the health system. Mr Nadda also emphasised that the
country's focused and comprehensive approach to neonatal care is paving
the way for eliminating preventable child deaths and ensuring a healthier
future for the nation’s children.<>

CB/ROHAN/AMAN/0441/HRS

SJ MP-II 19.03.2026
WEST ASIA-CONFLICT

Tensions across West Asia rose sharply as facilities linked to the
world’s largest natural gas field in Iran came under a coordinated US-
Israeli strike. Iranian state media reported that gas processing plants and
petrochemical installations in the Asaluyeh Special Economic Energy Zone
were targeted, disrupting key phases of the South Pars field and halting
production. Fires were reported but later contained, and no casualties were
immediately confirmed. The strike marks the first direct Israeli attack on
Iran’s upstream energy infrastructure since the conflict began on February
28.

The attack triggered immediate warnings from Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, which declared several Gulf energy sites direct



and legitimate targets and urged evacuations in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and
Qatar. Tehran described the strikes as a shift toward full-scale economic
war, while Qatar and the UAE condemned the action as dangerous
escalations threatening regional stability and global energy security. The
strike coincided with Iranian missile barrages on Israel and further
disruption of energy flows through the Strait of Hormuz.
(V/C-VINOD KUMAR)
Tehran's threats mark a significant escalation in a conflict

already affecting global energy markets, as world crude and gas

prices surged on fears of wider disruptions. Gulf states have
condemned the warnings, stressing the importance of protecting

civilian infrastructure and maintaining stability.

Qatar denounced the attack as dangerous and irresponsible,
saying that targeting shared enerqy resources jeopardises global
enerqy security.

Further targeting of enerqy assets could prolong the crisis,
deepen economic fallout and draw more regional actors into the
fray, increasing the risk of a broader confrontation that extends
beyond current military engagements.

Global energy markets reacted sharply, with Brent crude
climbing nearly six percent to around $110 per barrel and
European gas benchmarks rising more than seven percent.
Analysts warn that continued attacks could prolong the conflict
and disrupt significant portions of global LNG supplies. Gulf
enerqy infrastructure remains on high alert as the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, and Qatar implement emergency safety measures.
Diplomatic efforts are underway, including an Arab and Islamic
foreign ministers’ meeting in Riyadh, as regional and international
actors seek to prevent further escalation. Vinod Kumar for
Akashvani News from Dubai.

<><><>VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/2331 HRS

GAURAV EP-1 18-03-2026
REV. CABINET-BRIEFING

Union Cabinet has approved Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojna (BHAVYA)
to develop 100 plug-and-play industrial parks with an allocation of 33
thousand 660 crore rupees. Briefing media in New Delhi today after the



cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said that the Scheme aims to develop world-class industrial infrastructure,
unlocking manufacturing potential and driving the country's growth story.
He said that Industrial parks of 100 to 1000 acres will be developed with
support of up to one crore rupees per acre.
BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW
In a significant step towards strengthening farmer welfare and
advancing the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the Cabinet approved MSP
funding of over 1,718 crore rupees to the Cotton Corporation of India for
the cotton season 2023-24. The Minister said, this funding aims to provide
direct price support to cotton farmers across the country. Mr Vaishnaw
said, the MSP operations are undertaken to safeguard the interests of
cotton farmers, particularly during periods when market prices fall below
the MSP.
BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW
Cabinet also approved the Small Hydro Power Development Scheme
for the period of 2026-27 to 2030-31 with an outlay of more than two
thousand 584 crore for the installation of Small Hydro Power (SHP) Projects
of an approximate capacity of 1500 MW. Mr Vaishnaw said that the scheme
will also incentivise the states to prepare the detailed project report for
about 200 projects to create a pipeline of small hydro projects in future.
BYTE-ASHWINI VAISHNAW
The Cabinet has approved the construction of over 101 km
long four-lane access-controlled National Highway-927 from
Barabanki to Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh at a cost of more than six
thousand 969 crore rupees. The Minister said, the project provides
seamless connectivity to key economic, social, and logistics nodes
across Uttar Pradesh.
BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW
<><>AKSHIT/1905

GAURAV EP-1
18.03.2026
EVE IMD-WEATHER
Delhi today witnessed light to moderate rainfall and a change in
weather conditions in the evening, bringing much-needed relief from the
recent surge in temperatures. The Meteorological Department forecast



heavy rainfall at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir,
Ladakh and Uttarakhand tomorrow. The weather agency has said that
Central Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and West
Uttar Pradesh will experience thunderstorms accompanied by hailstorms.
Similar conditions are also likely to be witnessed over isolated places of
Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and
Himachal Pradesh tomorrow. The weathermen have said that Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura will
witness thunderstorms accompanied by lightning. Similar conditions are
expected over Coastal Karnataka, Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal.

<><>AMAN/2001 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
18.03.2026

BIRLA- FESTIVAL GREETINGS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla today extended greetings to the people
on the eve of Chaitra Shukladi, Nav Samvatsar, Chaitra Navratri, Ugadi,
Gudi Padwa, and Cheti Chand. In a message, the Lok Sabha Speaker said
that these festivals are being celebrated across the country with faith,
enthusiasm, and joy, showcasing our rich cultural diversity and unity. He
said, the New Year marks not just a new calendar beginning, but an
opportunity to move forward with fresh ideas, resolutions, and renewed
energy. Mr Birla prayed that Goddess Bhagwati's blessings fill everyone's
lives with strength, devotion, and positivity.

<><>AMAN/2020 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 18.03.2026
BHARAT ELECTRICITY SUMMIT

The Bharat Electricity Summit 2026, a global conference-cum-
exhibition for the power and electricity sector, will be held from tomorrow
in New Delhi. The three day summit themed ON Electrifying Growth
Empowering Sustainability Connecting Globally, will place a strong
emphasis on vendor development under the Make in India initiative, with a
focus on advancing the indigenisation of key technologies across emission
systems, solar power, and others.



The Ministry of Power said that with investment opportunities
estimated at over fifty lakh crore rupees in generation, transmission,
distribution, and energy storage till 2032, the Summit aims to catalyse
innovation, competitiveness, and resilience in India’s electricity sector. It
added that the event will bring together senior policymakers, regulators,
academia, sector experts, utilities, investors, innovators and industry
leaders to deliberate on key priorities shaping India’s evolving electricity
ecosystem. The Ministry further said that the Summit is expected to feature
over 100 high-level conference sessions, more than 300 speakers,
representatives from more than 80 countries, over 500 exhibitors including
over 100 startups and more than 25 thousand visitors, making it one of the
largest electricity-focused platforms globally.

<><>BHANU/SAMARTH/ROHAN/2104 HRS

SKS:MS NP-I

18.03.2026
BJP-CEC MEETING

The Central Election Committee meeting of BJP was held at party
headquarters in New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, BJP President Nitin Nabin and
other senior party leaders attended the meeting. The meeting was held to
finalise the name of the candidates for the upcoming assembly polls in
Puducherry.<>
ANAND/AMAN/MAIL/2259 HRS

SKS NP-I 18.03.2026
FINANCE - KRISHI SAKHI

The Agriculture Insurance Company of India- AIC Limited has
launched the Krishi Sakhi Initiative to empower women farmers and
promote their participation in the agriculture sector across the country. The
initiative has been rolled out in alignment with the declaration of 2026 as
the International Year of the Woman Farmer by the Food and Agriculture
Organization. In a statement, the Ministry of Finance said, the initiative
comprises a series of structured month-wise activities to be undertaken at
AIC's Head Office and Regional Offices. These activities aim to create



sustained awareness, encourage women'’s participation in agriculture and
crop insurance, and recognise their contribution to strengthening the
agricultural sector. The Krishi Sakhi Initiative seeks to recognise, empower
and actively engage women farmers, contributing towards inclusive growth
in the agriculture sector.<>

AMAN/ROHAN/0010 HRS

SJ MP 11 19.03.26

BADMINTON-ORLEANS MASTERS

In Orleans Masters Badminton, Ayush Shetty has advanced to the
Round of 16 in Men's Singles. Ayush defeated compatriot Kiran George in a
Round of 32 match at Palais des Sports in France last evening. In
Women's Singles, Anmol Kharb, Tanvi Sharma, Malvika Bansod and
Isharani Baruah have also progressed to the Round of 16. Anmol defeated
Neslihan Arin of Turkiye 21-12, 21-16 in Round of 32. Tanvi defeated Thai
player Supanida Katethong 21-18, 14-12 while Malvika defeated S.Y. Sung
of Chinese Taipei 21-18, 21-14 and Isharani overcame Denmark's Amalie
Schulz 21-19, 21-19 in other Round of 32 matches. Meanwhile, Yeo Jia Min
of Singapore defeated Aakarshi Kashyap 21-18, 21-10 in Round of 32. In
Men’s doubles, India's Arjun Madathil Ramachandran and Hariharan
Amsakarunan have also progressed to Round of 16. In Men's Singles, A.
Shetty will take on Y. Okimoto of Japan in the Round of 16 match this
evening.

CB/VIKAS/NET/0522

SKS NP-I 18.03.2026

BHARAT TRIBES FEST

Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram today inaugurated the Bharat
Tribes Fest 2026, showcasing India’s tribal heritage, crafts and
entrepreneurship in New Delhi. Speaking at the event, Mr Oram said that
the Bharat Tribes Fest reflects the rich traditions, creativity and resilience
of India’s tribal communities. Highlighting the Festivals importance, the



Minister said that it serves as a national platform to showcase tribal art,
crafts, handlooms, cuisine and enterprises while strengthening market
linkages for tribal artisans and entrepreneurs.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs said that the festival features over 200
stalls, participation of more than 300 artisans, 120 tribal cuisine exhibitors
and over 400 artists performing traditional dance and music. As part of the
festival, a multi-day Bharat Tribes Business Conclave will begin from
tomorrow bringing together policymakers, industry leaders, designers, and
tribal enterprises to explore collaboration, innovation, and market
expansion.

Bharat Tribes Fest 2026 will continue till 30th of this month, offering
visitors an immersive experience of tribal art, handlooms, handicrafts,
cuisine, and cultural performances from across India. The festival aims to
promote greater awareness of tribal heritage while creating enhanced
livelihood opportunities for tribal communities.<>

ROHAN/2244 HRS



