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PARLIAMENT TODAY: Lok Sabha will take up further discussion and
voting on the Demands for Grants under the control of the Ministry of
Railways for 2026-27 today. Initiating the discussion yesterday, Tariq
Anwar of Congress alleged that government has failed to meet its own
targets. He said, under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, out of one
thousand 337 stations, the redevelopment work has been completed at
only 160 stations. Mr Anwar also alleged that the government is only
making announcements in the name of passenger safety. Ganesh Singh of
BJP said that over the last ten years, a significant transformation has taken
place in the railway. He said, new technologies have been introduced, and
the railway network is also being expanded. He added that earlier the
railway budget was merely 63 thousand crore rupees in 2013-14, which
has now increased to two lakh 78 thousand crore rupees. In Rajya Sabha
today, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is likely to move The
Appropriation Bill, 2026 for consideration and return.

JAISHANKAR-MEETINGS: External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar met

his German counterpart Johann Wadephul, Slovakian counterpart Juraj
Blanar, Greek counterpart Giorgos Gerapetritis and Dutch counterpart Tom
Berendsen. India and Germany exchanged valuable notes on the conflict in
West Asia during the meeting. The two sides also took stock of the
progress of bilateral relations following the State visit of Friedrich Merz to
India. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said that the visit of Slovakian
President Peter Pellegrini to India for the India AI Impact Summit has
provided new momentum to the relations of both the countries. They
discussed the bilateral agenda, including furthering cooperation in
manufacturing, defence and space. The External Affairs Minister said that
the conversation with his Greek counterpart focused on enhancing
diplomatic presence, strengthening connectivity and promoting trade. They
also discussed the repercussions of the West Asia conflict. Dr Jaishankar
congratulated the Netherlands Foreign Minister Tom Berendsen for his
recent appointment. The two sides discussed advancing collaboration in
semiconductors, AI, water management, and other cutting-edge
technologies.



GOVT - THREE VESSELS: Government sources said a media report

claiming that Iran has asked India to release three tankers seized in
February for safe passage of Indian-flagged vessels is baseless. Sources
said there has been no discussion of this nature between Indian and
Iranian authorities. They said in any case, the three vessels are not Iranian
owned.

KERALA - ASSEMBLY POLL: The expenditure observers for the

upcoming Assembly elections will arrive in Keralam today. Unlike
previous elections, observers are reaching Keralam much earlier
this time as part of enhanced monitoring arrangements. While the
general election observers will arrive in the state on Wednesday,
40 expenditure observers are scheduled to reach Keralam today.
Meanwhile, the Chief Electoral Officer., Keralam has informed that

around twenty enforcement agencies will be fully deployed during
the election campaign period to ensure strict monitoring of
election related activities and spending.The Chief Electoral Officer
also said that arrangements will be made to ensure that voters
above the age of eighty five are able to cast their votes without
difficulty. And home voting facility will be arranged for them.
Steps will also be taken to increase the participation of young
voters in the electoral process. Meanwhile, political parties have
been directed to submit copies of their election manifestos to the
Election Commission of India within three days of releasing them.

WB-ELECTION SURVEILLANCE: To tighten the surveillance during

assembly elections in West Bengal, special emphasis will be given on
technology-driven monitoring. Web casting is being made mandatory in
100% polling booths. If web casting is not conducted in any booth,
decision of a re-election will be considered. For the first time in the state’s
electoral history, drones will be put into operation to monitor and observe
situations in large gatherings or sensitive areas. According to Commission
sources, 55 assembly constituencies have already been identified as
vulnerable. To oversee the overall election situation, a state-level control



center has been set up at the CEQO’s office. Additionally, for the first time,
an “Observer Cell” has been created, staffed by IAS officers.

CAQM-GRAP I: The Stage-I of the extant schedule of Graded Response

Action Plan, GRAP across the entire National Capital Region (NCR) has
been revoked with immediate effect, following a significant improvement in
Delhi’s air quality due to favourable meteorological conditions. According to
Central Pollution Control Board, Delhi’s daily average Air Quality Index was
recorded at 119 today. Taking note of the improvement, the Commission
for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas Sub-Committee on
GRAP met today to review the current air quality scenario in the region,
along with forecasts for meteorological conditions and air quality index
made available by India Meteorological Department and Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
said that the Sub-Committee unanimously decided to revoke all actions
under Stage-I of GRAP in the entire NCR with immediate effect in view of
the improved AQI levels and forecasts.

MAHA - FREEDOM OF RELIGION BILL: Maharashtra assembly last

night passed the Freedom of Religion Bill 2026 by voice vote. It has
stringent provisions to prohibit religious conversions carried out through
coercion, fraud, inducement or marriage. As per the Bill, those involved in
unlawful conversions on the pretext of marriage will be punished with
imprisonment of seven years and shall also be liable for a fine of 1 lakh
rupees. Violations in respect of a minor, a person of unsound mind, a
woman or a person belonging to the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
will be punished with imprisonment of seven years and a fine of 5 lakh
rupees. Mass conversions will have a jail term of seven years and a fine of
5 lakh rupees. Repeat offenders can get a jail sentence of 10 years and a
fine of 5 lakh rupees, as per the Bill. Minister of State for Home Pankaj
Bhoyar said the proposed law aims to prevent conversions carried out
through fraud, coercion or inducement while safeguarding Constitutional
rights. Replying to the debate in the House, Mr Bhoyar said the bill seeks to
ensure that religious conversions take place voluntarily and in a



transparent manner.

REV. AFGHAN — ATTACK: At least 400 people have been killed and
around 250 injured in a Pakistani airstrike at a hospital in Afghan capital
Kabul last night. Taliban Government spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid said
that a large section of the hospital has been destroyed in the Pakistani
airstrike and the number of casualties may increase. He said, Pakistani
military regime has once again violated Afghanistan's airspace and targeted
a drug rehabilitation hospital in Kabul, resulting in the death and injury of
addicts who were undergoing treatment. The attack came hours after
Afghan officials said the two sides exchanged fire along their common
border. UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights for Afghanistan, Richard
Bennett, has expressed concern over civilian casualties in the attack on the
hospital.

OSCAR AWARD: 'One Battle After Another' took home six wins at this

year's Oscars, including best picture, while Hamnet's Jessie Buckley and
Sinners' Michael B Jordan scooped the top acting honours at the 98th
Academy Award Ceremony, held at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles
today. Ryan Coogler’s Sinners finished the race with four wins. One Battle
After Another won awards for Best Picture and Best Director, while Michael
B Jordan clinched the Academy Award for Best Actor for his performance in
Sinners. Hamnet's Jessie Buckley was named Best Actress.

INDIAN WELLS TENNIS: In the Indian Wells Tennis tournament, Jannik

Sinner beat Daniil Medvedev in the finals to claim the title. The No. 2-
ranked Italian beat Medvedev for the ninth time in their last 10 matches to
claim his first title at the tournament. World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka beat
Elena Rybakina in the women's final for her first Indian Wells title.



