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BISHAL :: MADHVI DP-I 20.03.2026
PREZ - ONCOLOGY

President Droupadi Murmu today inaugurated the Nand Kishor
Somani Oncology Block at Ramakrishna Mission Sevashrama Hospital in
Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh. The new Oncology Block of Ramakrishna Mission
Sevashram is aimed at strengthening cancer care facilities in the region.
The Oncology Block is equipped with advanced radiotherapy and diagnostic
facilities. The President is on a three-day visit to Uttar Pradesh from
yesterday. Earlier in the morning, President Murmu visited Premanand Ji
Maharaj Ashram. She also visited the Samadhi of Neeb Karori Baba in
Vrindavan and paid floral tributes. In the evening, President Murmu will
visit Vatsalya Gram, a welfare organisation which works for the care of the
elderly, women and children.
<><>DIPENDRA/VRINDAVAN/1154
BISHAL DP-I 20.03.2026

HEAVY INDUSTRIES - MAGNET MANUFACTURING

The Ministry of Heavy Industries has invited global bids for setting up
integrated Sintered NdFeB Rare Earth Permanent Magnet manufacturing
facilities with a total capacity of 6 thousand metric tonnes per annum
under the Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of Sintered Rare Earth
Permanent Magnets. The Ministry informed that the bidding process will be
conducted online through a transparent two-stage Least Cost System on
the Central Public Procurement Portal. Tender documents are available
from today, while the last date for submission of bids is 28th May.
Technical bids will be opened on 29th May, and a pre-bid conference is
scheduled for 7th April.

It added that the scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in November last year, has a financial outlay



of over 7 thousand two hundred crore rupees. It aims to develop domestic
manufacturing capacity for rare earth permanent magnets and strengthen
India’s position in the global market. Selected beneficiaries will be eligible
for capital subsidy and sales-linked incentives under the scheme, along
with a limited assured supply of raw material from IREL (India) Ltd. Rare
Earth Permanent Magnets are critical components used in electric vehicles,
wind energy, electronics, aerospace and defence sectors. The initiative is
expected to boost self-reliance and reduce import dependence in this
strategic segment.

<><>BHANU/ROHAN/1045HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 20.03.2026
MEA- BRIEFING

India has expressed concern at the recent attacks on energy
installations across the Gulf region, terming them deeply disturbing. In
response to media queries regarding attacks against energy infrastructure
in the Gulf region, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, the attacks risk further destabilising an already uncertain global
energy scenario. Mr Jaiswal said that such attacks are unacceptable and
need to cease. Briefing media in New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson said that energy supply remains a major concern, with
shipping routes also being impacted. He said, LPG availability is under
watch, adding that the government is prioritising domestic consumers while
actively working to diversify energy sources. Mr. Jaiswal said, global
leaders are in constant touch over the evolving situation in West Asia, and
India has clearly conveyed its position on the issue. He added that energy
assistance has been sought by neighbouring countries including
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
Byte- Randhir Jaiswal
Talking about the Pakistani air strikes in Afghanistan, Mr Jaiswal said that
India condemns such barbaric strikes which target civilian infrastructure
and cause a lot of misery to people. Talking about US Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard's statement on Pakistan, the spokesperson said
that Pakistan has a history of clandestine nuclear proliferation. He said,
Pakistan poses a threat to the world because of their clandestine nuclear
operations.
Byte - Randhir Jaiswal



On seafarers in the Strait of Hormuz, Mr Jaiswal stated that India
has a large community of seafarers, and 90 percent of Indian seafaring
community workers serve global commercial shipping. He said, India has
22 ships in the Strait of Hormuz with 611 seafarers. He assured that India
is in touch with their companies and several seafarers have also come
back.

Byte - Randhir Jaiswal

On students stranded in Iran, Mr Jaiswal informed that there are a
large number of students, including girls from Kashmir, who are studying
medical education in Iran. He said, India is trying its best to help them. He
stressed that all Indian nationals who desire to cross Iran's land border
must first get in touch with Indian embassy in Iran so that the process is
smooth. He expressed hope that over the next few days, all of them will be
coming back home. On Chabahar port, Mr Jaiswal said, US side has given
guidance extending the conditional sanctions waiver for Chabahar Port until
26th of April. He said, the government remains engaged with all concerned
in order to address the implications of these developments. Replying to a
query on six Ukrainians and one American citizen detained by NIA, the
spokesperson said, it is a legal matter and relevant government agencies
are investigating it. He said, they have received a consular access request
and these will be addressed keeping in mind the legal requirements that
are involved in the case.

SHUKLA MP-I 20.03.2026
IMD- WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast heavy to very heavy
rainfall over Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim today. IMD has
predicted heavy rainfall over Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The
weather agency further predicted thunderstorms accompanied with
hailstorm over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. The Met Department has also
forecast thunderstorm accompanied with Lightning over Coastal Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe, and the North eastern
part of the country.

SHIVANG/0718
SHUKLA DP-I 20.03.2026



INDIGO-ADVISORY

Indigo has issued a travel advisory for passengers in view of expected
rainfall and thunderstorms over Delhi. In a social media post, the airline
said that flight operations may be affected, and passengers could
experience delays along with slower traffic to and from the airport. It has
advised the travelers to check their flight status before leaving for the
airport and to keep extra time in hand for their journey.

SHIVANG/0925
SHUKLA DP-I 20.03.2026

NADDA- ORAL HEALTH

Union Health & Family Welfare Minister J P Nadda has urged people
to adopt better oral hygiene habits on the occasion of World Oral Health
Day. In a social media post, Mr. Nadda emphasised the importance of
simple practices such as proper brushing, limiting sugary foods, and going
for regular dental check-ups to keep smiles strong and healthy. He also
encouraged families to work together in building healthy habits for better
oral health. The Minister said that good oral care not only keeps the smile
bright but also supports overall well-being. The Health Minister urged the
people to use the occasion to raise awareness and commit to maintaining
good oral hygiene every day.
<><>BHANU/ADITYA/1003HRS
BISHAL DP-11 20.03.2026

ISRAEL-IRAN- ATTACK

Israel launched airstrikes on Tehran today as Iranians marked
Nowruz, the Persian New Year, amid an escalating war. Explosions were
reported around the capital, a day after Israel signaled it would avoid
striking a major Iranian gas field. Iran, meanwhile, stepped up attacks on
energy targets across the Gulf. Blasts were also heard in Dubai early today
as air defenses intercepted incoming fire during Eid al-Fitr prayers. Iran
continued firing missiles at Israel, with sirens sounding from Haifa to the
Galilee and near the Lebanon border. At the United Nations, the Security
Council held an emergency meeting yesterday, where Gulf nations urged
Iran to halt its attacks. Strikes across the region have continued, with
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates reporting hits on
key energy facilities. Ships in nearby waters have also been targeted. The



UAE said it disrupted a network linked to Hezbollah and Iran, accusing it of
plotting operations that could threaten financial stability.

JPG/PTI/1140HRS

BISHAL::SUMIT DP-I 20.03.2026
NATIONAL PARA ATHLETICS

Tingong Wangpan from Longding District won the Gold Medal in the
Men’s 100 metre T35 category, representing Arunachal Pradesh at the
ongoing 24th Senior National Para Athletics Championship 2026, in
Bhubaneswar. The Arunachal Pradesh Para Athletics Team departed for the
Championships with a 22-members on 17 March. The event will continue
till 21st of this month.
KENYUM ANGO/ITANAGAR/MAIL/1001



