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TRIPTI DP-I

15.03.2026
ECI ASSEMBLY ELECTION ANNOUNCEMENT

Election Commission will today announce the schedule of the
upcoming Assembly Elections in four states and one Union Territory at 4
PM. Assembly polls are to be held in Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Puducherry. The term of the 294 member Legislative Assembly
of West Bengal ends on 7th May, the term of 126 member Legislative
Assembly of Assam ends on 20th May and the term of 140 member Kerala
Assembly expires on 23rd May. While the term of 234 Member Assembly in
Tamil Nadu ends on 10th May and in Puducherry, the term of 30 Member
Assembly expires on 15th June.

<><>ANAND/SAMARTH/1123

SHUKLA:: AARTI MP-II 15.03.2026
UAE - IRAN

The United Arab Emirates remains on heightened security alert as
tensions escalate across West Asia following United States strikes on Kharg
Island, Iran’s main crude export hub in the Persian Gulf. U.S. President
Donald Trump said American forces destroyed several military targets on
the island but did not strike the oil export infrastructure. Iranian authorities
have not yet released a detailed assessment of the damage, though the
island remains a critical centre for Iran’s oil exports and the wider
economy.



Voice cast

The United Arab Emirates remains on heightened security alert

after Iran issued a warning to residents to avoid areas near ports,
docks and locations linked to United States military activity. The

warning was issued by Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central

Headquarters, which said such locations could be considered
legitimate targets in response to ongoing U.S. military operations.
Authorities in the UAE have not reported any immediate attack
following the statement, but air defence systems remain active as
a precaution across parts of the country.

Meanwhile, debris from a recent aerial interception struck the
facade of a building in Dubai, causing limited damage but no

injuries in that particular incident. Officials say the country
continues to maintain a high level of defence readiness as

tensions remain elevated across West Asia.
The development comes after Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps warned that U.S. interests in the UAE, including ports,

docks and military facilities, had become targets following
American strikes on Kharqg Island.Regional tensions are also

affecting maritime traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital

corridor for global enerqgy supplies. Iranian officials confirmed
that two Indian-flagged LPG carriers were allowed to transit the
waterway earlier in the day, even as most shipping activity
remains restricted amid the ongoing crisis.

Authorities in the United Arab Emirates say the country remains
prepared to respond to any security threat. Officials are urging
residents to avoid areas near ports, military facilities and security
installations unless necessary, and to follow guidance issued
through official government channels. Residents have also been
reminded not to film or share videos of air defence activity or
interception sites on social media, warning that such footage

could compromise national security operations.Vinod Kumar,
Dubai,

VINOD KUMAR, DUBAI, MAIL, 0648
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HUDCO - UIWIN

The first two-day regional workshop on the Urban Invest Window
(UiIWIN) will be conducted by Housing and Urban Development Corporation
Ltd. (HUDCO) in Visakhapatnam, starting today. HUDCO, a Navratna NBFC
under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, launched UiWIN in
November 2025 as an institutional mechanism to support Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) and cities in developing bankable and investment-ready
urban infrastructure projects. The workshop aims to create awareness
about UIWIN as a structured single-window platform to strengthen project
preparation, financial structuring, asset monetisation and access to capital
markets for urban development. Around 100 to 150 Municipal
Commissioners and senior officials from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala are expected to participate. The
deliberations will focus on building a pipeline of future-ready urban
infrastructure projects and facilitating effective utilisation of resources such
as the Urban Challenge Fund and grants available under the 16th Finance
Commission.

Andhra Pradesh Minister for Municipal Administration and Urban
Development P. Narayana will attend as the chief guest. Senior
representatives from HUDCO, NITI Aayog, NABFID, NIIF, the World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank will take part and share their
perspectives on urban infrastructure financing, project structuring and
investment opportunities for cities.

ALLU MURALI, VIJAYWADA, MAIL, 0735

PM - MY BHARAT BUDGET QUEST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with State and Union
Territory-level winners of MY Bharat Budget Quest 2026 beginning today.
This initiative encourages youth to discuss the Union Budget and share
their perspectives on building a Viksit Bharat or Developed India. The event
focuses on engaging young minds, or Yuva Shakti, in participatory
governance and economic planning. The move is also aimed at
strengthening the role of Amrit Peedhi or young generation in shaping
policy and contributing to an Atmanirbhar Viksit Bharat by 2047. The MY
Bharat Budget Quest 2026 received a massive response, with over 12 lakh
young participants and 47,000 essays submitted. The Union Budget 2026



has been widely recognised as a Yuva Shakti-driven Budget, placing strong
emphasis on empowering India’s youth through investments in education,
skilling, entrepreneurship, innovation, and opportunities for future-ready
growth. In this context, MY Bharat Budget Quest 2026 organised on MY
Bharat platform has emerged as a unique initiative that brings the Union
Budget closer to the youth of the country, enabling them to understand its
priorities, reflect on its vision, and actively contribute ideas for India’s
development journey.

BCCI-NAMAN AWARDS

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) will celebrate the
achievements of Indian cricket stars and contributors at the prestigious
Naman Awards 2026, scheduled to take place in New Delhi today. At this
year’'s ceremony, cricket legends Roger Binny and Rahul Dravid will receive
the Col. C. K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award, the highest honour
given by the BCCI for exceptional service to Indian cricket. Meanwhile,
former India women’s captain Mithali Raj will be honoured with the BCCI
Lifetime Achievement Award for Women in recognition of her remarkable
impact on women's cricket. Apart from lifetime honours, the Naman
Awards will recognise outstanding performances during the 2024-25 cricket
season. India’s Test and ODI captain Shubman Gill will receive the Polly
Umrigar Award for Best International Cricketer (Men) for the second time,
while Smriti Mandhana will win the Best International Cricketer (Women)
award for the fifth time in her career. In domestic cricket, Mumbai’s Ira
Jadhav will receive the Jagmohan Dalmiya Trophy for Best Woman
Cricketer (Domestic) after an impressive season. Shafali Verma will be
honoured as the Best Woman Cricketer in Senior Domestic One-Day
tournaments.

MEA - PAK AFGHAN

India has condemned the air strikes by Pakistan in Afghanistan's
territory, leading to the death of several civilians and destruction of civilian
infrastructure. In a social media post, Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that this is yet another act of aggression
by a Pakistani establishment that remains hostile to the idea of a sovereign



Afghanistan. He said, India reiterates that Afghanistan's sovereignty and
territorial integrity should be fully respected.

SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
ARAGHCHI - STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has said that the strategically
vital Strait of Hormuz remains operational for international shipping, but
vessels linked to the United States and Israel are not permitted to pass
through the waterway. His remarks come amid escalating tensions in the
region following recent military developments. In an interview with
American Cable News Channel, Araghchi said the maritime passage has not
been entirely shut down. The claim from the Iranian minister comes even
as hundreds of ships, including many Indian vessels, remain stranded in
the narrow sea lane between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. He
emphasised that other nations remain free to navigate the passage. The
minister also suggested that some shipping companies are choosing to
avoid the area due to safety concerns rather than an outright blockade. He
maintained that several tankers and cargo ships are still moving through
the strait despite the heightened tensions.

CB/NET/0416

SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
US - KHARG ISLAND

US President Donald Trump has said that the United States may carry
out more strikes on Iran's Kharg Island, critical hub for Iranian oil exports,
even as Tehran has vowed retaliation in response to Friday's attack. In an
interview to American News channel, Trump said, while Tehran appears
ready to make a deal to end the conflict, the terms are not good enough
yet. He said US strikes had totally demolished most of Kharg Island. He
added that US may hit Iran's Kharg Island a few more times just for fun.
Trump also shrugged off fears about rising oil prices. He said there is so
much oil and gas out there, but it is being clogged up a little bit. He said it



will be unclogged very soon.

AISHWARYA/NET/0710

GAURAV EP-I

14.03.2026
PIB FACT CHECK

The government has refuted a video circulating on social media,
which claims that Iran has launched a heavy strike on an Indian oil tanker.
The Fact Check Unit of the Press Information Bureau (PIB) informed that
the video is fake and Al-generated. PIB has urged citizens not to fall for
any such misleading content and to verify the information from credible
sources before trusting and sharing it. It has also advised people to report
any suspicious content to the contact no +91 8799711259 or email address
factcheck@pib.gov.in.

<><>BHANU/ROHAN/1711 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 15.3.2026
REV. IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert
for thunderstorm accompanied by hailstorm over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Uttarakhand, East Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh and Punjab today. Met Department also predicted
heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and
Meghalaya for the day. The weather agency has further forecast
thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and gusty winds at isolated
places over Bihar, Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Sikkim and West Rajasthan for today.

ADITYA/0733

TRIPTI DP-I
15.3.2026



CBSE- EXAM CANCEL

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has cancelled the
Class 12 examinations scheduled to take place from tomorrow till the 10th
of next month in the West Asian Region. The board also said that
examinations dated from the first to the ninth of this month, which were
earlier postponed, shall also stand cancelled. It added that the mode of
result declaration for Class 12 candidates in the West Asian Region will be
notified separately in due course.

<><>BHANU/ADITYA/1045

GAURAV EP-11 14-03-26
WORLD PARA ATHLETICS

India finished on top of the medal standings at the World Para
Athletics Grand Prix 2026 New Delhi leg, securing 208 medals as the three-
day competition concluded at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium yesterday.

The host nation won 75 gold, 69 silver and 64 bronze medals. Russia
finished second with 35 medals, while Bosnia and Herzegovina placed third
with three.

India's double Paralympic bronze medallist Preeti Pal won her second
gold of the meet in the women’s 200m T35-T37, yesterday. India also
secured podium sweeps in several events, including the men’s shot put F57
where Shubham Juyal took gold with a 14.45-metre throw. In the men’s
200 meter T37-T44, Rakeshbhai Bhatt clocked 25.20 seconds to lead an
all-Indian podium, while Manojkumar Sabapathi won gold in the men’s 800
meter T53-T54. The event featured 257 athletes from eight countries.
Earlier in the meet, Paralympic champions Sumit Antil and Praveen Kumar
also secured gold medals. The New Delhi leg was the second stop of the
13th Grand Prix season, offering key international classification
opportunities ahead of the 2026 World Para Athletics Championships and
the 2028 Los Angeles Paralympics.

JPG/NET/1830HRS



