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SJ MP-I

19.03.2026

PRESIDENT AYODHYA

The President of India Droupadi Murmu will visit Ayodhya today. She is on
a 3 day visit to Uttar Pradesh. President will first reach Ayodhya and visit
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir. She will perform Darshan and Aarti at
various places within the Ram Janambhoomi Mandir and participate in Shri
Ram Yantra Sthapana event. Later in the day she will depart for Mathura



Vrindavan where she will take part in various programs and will perform
Darshan and Pujan. Our correspondent, reports that In Ayodhya on the
first day of Chaitra Navratri, also known as the Hindu New Year, the
President will attend Vedic rituals at the Ram Mandir and will be present for
the installation of the Shri Ram Yantra on the temple’s second floor.

SJ MP-I
19.03.26
CABINET - BRIEFING

The Union Cabinet has approved the ‘Small Hydro Power (SHP)
Development Scheme for the period FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31" with an
outlay of around 2585 crore rupees. The project aims to install the Small
Hydro Power (SHP) Projects of an approximate capacity of 1500 MW. This
is likely to bring in 15 thousand crore rupees of investment in the small
hydro sector giving a boost to the clean energy initiative, investment in
remote and rural areas and creating significant employment opportunities.
Briefing media in New Delhi after the cabinet meeting yesterday,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the
scheme will also incentivise the states to prepare the detailed project
report for about 200 projects to create a pipeline of small hydro projects in
future.

BYTE - ASHWINI VAISHNAW

The Union Cabinet also approved Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojna
(BHAVYA) to develop 100 plug-and-play industrial parks with an allocation
of 33 thousand 660 crore rupees. In a significant step towards
strengthening farmer welfare and advancing the vision of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, the Cabinet approved MSP funding of over 1,718 crore rupees to
the Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) for the cotton season 2023-24.
Moreover, the Cabinet also approved the construction of over 101 km long
four-lane access-controlled National Highway-927 from Barabanki to
Bahraich in Uttar Pradesh at a cost of more than 6 thousand 969 crore
rupees.

CB/AKSHIT/PIB/0653 HRS

SJ MP-1 19.03.2026
MORN IMD-WEATHER



The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued the orange
colour warning for heavy rainfall over Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
until tomorrow. The weather agency has also issued the orange colour
warning for thunderstorms and hailstorms over Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, East
Madhya Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Odisha, and West
Uttar Pradesh today.

Thunderstorms and lightning are expected over Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, North Interior Karnataka, Telangana, and
Vidarbha for the day. These conditions will also prevail over Coastal
Karnataka, Konkan, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Mahe, West Bengal, Sikkim and the Northeastern states.

<><>RISHU/0651

SJ MP-I 19.03.2026
PREZ GREETINGS

President Droupadi Murmu today wished citizens on Chaitra
Shuklaadi, Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, Cheti Chand, Navreh, and Sajibu Cheiroba.
In a social media post, the President said that these festivals celebrated
across various regions of the country to welcome the arrival of the new
year, are vibrant symbols of India's rich cultural diversity. President Murmu
also expressed hope that these joyous occasions infuse prosperity and new
hopes into everyone's lives.

<><>RISHU/0826

BHUVNESH DP1I 19.03.26
VP-GREETINGS

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan today extended greetings to
citizens on the occasion of Nav Samvatsar, Chaitra Shukladi, Ugadi, Gudi
Padwa, Cheti Chand, Navreh, Sajibu Cheiraoba, and the commencement of
Chaitra Navratri. In a social media post, the Vice-President said that these
festivals, celebrated across different parts of the country, mark the
beginning of the traditional New Year, herald the arrival of spring, and
embody the spirit of renewal and fresh beginnings, reflecting India’s rich
cultural heritage and unity in diversity. Mr Radhakrishnan wished that these
occasions usher in happiness, prosperity, and renewed hope in everyone’s
lives.



<><>RISHU/0917

BHUVNESH DP-I 19.03.2026
PM-GREETINGS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended greetings to
countrymen on the occasion of Navratri, Ugadi, Sajibu Cheiraoba, Navreh,
Gudi Padwa, Cheti Chand and Nav Samvatsar. In a social media post, the
Prime Minister wished that these festivals may bring happiness, good
fortune, prosperity, and excellent health to all. He added that these
festivals marks the arrival of a new year, bringing with it a sense of
renewal, hope and fresh possibilities. Mr Modi hoped that this new year
inspire everyone to move forward with confidence, embrace new
possibilities and work towards a brighter, healthier and more fulfilling
future.

RISHU/SHIVANG/1050 HRS

SJ DP-II
19.03.26

UK MENINGITIS

In United Kingdom, an urgent public health alert has been issued
after a deadly meningitis outbreak in Kent, with health workers across
England urged to look out for signs of infection. The UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) issued the alert as a vaccination programme targeting
about 5,000 students began at the University of Kent, following an
outbreak thought to have originated at a nightclub in Canterbury.

A 21-year-old university student and Juliette, a sixth former at Queen
Elizabeth's Grammar School in Faversham, have died, with the number of
confirmed and suspected cases now at 20.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer, speaking in Parliament yesterday,
expressed his sympathy to the families of the two young people who died
and the others who areseriously ill, saying that it was a deeply difficult
time.

A case has also now been confirmed at Canterbury Christ Church
University. The UKHSA said about 2,500 doses of antibiotics had been
administered across Kent. It added antibiotics remained the most effective



treatment.

Meningococcal disease is caused by bacteria that come in several
strains. B and C are the strains that most commonly cause disease in
Britain. Symptoms include a fever, headache, rapid breathing, drowsiness,
shivering, vomiting and cold hands and feet.

VIKAS/NET/0940 HRS

SJ MP-1 19.03.2026
NATIONAL HIGHWAY RULES (V/C)

The Government has notified the amendment of National Highways
Fee Rules, 2026 to strengthen toll compliance on National Highways. These
rules will further enhance transparency in toll operations, boost investor
confidence, and provide legal and financial safeguards. A report:

VC-

The National Highways Fee (Determination of Rates and
Collection) (Second Amendment) Rules, 2026 will provide a
structured recovery mechanism in cases of unpaid user fee. It has
been introduced to strengthen digital enforcement of toll
collection, and to ensure efficient and transparent realisation of
user fee on National Highways. The mechanism also includes a
technology-driven Electronic Notice (e-notice) system, wherein
electronic notices will be issued to registered vehicle owners
specifying vehicle details, date and location of passage, and the
amount payable. These notices will be served through SMS, email,
mobile-based applications, or other electronic means, and will
also be made available on a designated online portal. These rules
further provide for integration of the National Electronic Toll
Collection system with the VAHAN database to enable seamless
identification of vehicles and enforcement of unpaid dues. It also
has a provision for grievance redressal, wherein aggrieved vehicle
owner or driver may submit a representation through the
designated portal within 72 hours of issuance of the e-notice. This
amendment marks an important step towards strengthening

compliance mechanisms and supporting the transition to a
modern, efficient and barrier-free tolling ecosystem in the

country. With Rishu Jaiswal, Akashvani News, Delhi.
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BHUVNESH DP-1 19.03.2026
BJP 2ND LIST KERALA

BJP today released its second list of 39 candidates for the Kerala
Assembly Polls. Former state BIJP chief Kummanam Rajasekharan will
contest from Aranmula seat. Party has fielded Ashwini ML from Kasaragod,
Renu Suresh from Kongad and B Radhakrishna Menon from
Changanassery.

The Central Election Committee meeting of BJP was held in New
Delhi yesterday which approved the names.

Early this week, the Party had relased its first list of 47 candidates for
Kerala assembly polls.

Assembly polls will be held in a single phase in Kerala on Sth of next
month.

<><>ANUPAM/1153

BHUVNESH DP 11 19.03.26

DAY BADMINTON-ORLEANS MASTERS

In Orleans Masters Badminton, India's Ayush Shetty will take on
Yudai Okimoto of Japan in the Men's Singles Round of 16 at Palais des
Sports in France today. Ayush Shetty advanced to the quarterfinals
defeating compatriot Kiran George last evening.

In Women's Singles, Anmol Kharb will take on Tanvi Sharma while
Malvika Bansod will play against Malaysian player Wong Ling Ching this
evening. Isharani Baruah who also progressed to the Round of 16, will now
face Canadian player Wen Yu Zhang at the same venue.

Earlier, India's Arjun Madathil Ramachandran and Hariharan
Amsakarunan have also progressed to Round of 16 yesterday.<><><>

NEELAM/NET/1049

GAURAV EP-I 18.03.2026
BHARAT ELECTRICITY SUMMIT

The Bharat Electricity Summit 2026, a global conference-cum-
exhibition for the power and electricity sector, will be held from tomorrow



in New Delhi. The three day summit themed ON Electrifying Growth
Empowering Sustainability Connecting Globally, will place a strong
emphasis on vendor development under the Make in India initiative, with a
focus on advancing the indigenisation of key technologies across emission
systems, solar power, and others.

The Ministry of Power said that with investment opportunities
estimated at over fifty lakh crore rupees in generation, transmission,
distribution, and energy storage till 2032, the Summit aims to catalyse
innovation, competitiveness, and resilience in India’s electricity sector. It
added that the event will bring together senior policymakers, regulators,
academia, sector experts, utilities, investors, innovators and industry
leaders to deliberate on key priorities shaping India’s evolving electricity
ecosystem. The Ministry further said that the Summit is expected to feature
over 100 high-level conference sessions, more than 300 speakers,
representatives from more than 80 countries, over 500 exhibitors including
over 100 startups and more than 25 thousand visitors, making it one of the
largest electricity-focused platforms globally.

<><>BHANU/SAMARTH/ROHAN/2104 HRS



