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NEELAM::JATIN DP-11
05.03.2026
US SUBMARINE STRIKE

The Sri Lanka Navy has recovered the bodies of 84 sailors from the
Iranian warship IRIS Dena, which sank in deep waters south of Sri Lanka
following a strike by a U.S. submarine, according to officials. The incident
occurred in international waters beyond Sri Lanka’s maritime boundary in
the Indian Ocean. Naval authorities said search operations are continuing
for those still missing. The frigate, which had a crew of around 180, sank
after the reported attack while transiting through waters south of Galle.
The IRIS Dena had recently participated in the International Fleet Review
and naval exercise in Visakhapatnam, alongside warships from dozens of
countries, before departing for Iran. Sri Lankan naval vessels and aircraft

remain engaged in search and rescue efforts in the area as authorities



continue attempts to locate survivors and recover the missing crew.

<><><>AHMED MUYEEN FAROOQI/COLOMBO/MAIL/1015 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 05.03.2026
CONGRESS LIST

Congress has released a list of six candidates for the Rajya Sabha
Biennial elections. Party leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi and Vem Narender
Reddy have been nominated from Telangana. Meanwhile Phulo Devi Netam
has been fielded from Chhattisgarh, Karamvir Singh Boudh from Haryana,
Anurag Sharma from Himachal Pradesh and M Christopher Tilak from Tamil
Nadu.

Filing of nominations for 37 Rajya Sabha seats across ten states will
close today. Polling will be held on the 16th of this month. Seven seats in
Maharashtra, six seats in Tamil Nadu, five seats each in Bihar and West
Bengal, four seats in Odisha, three seats in Assam, two seats each in
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Haryana, and one seat in Himachal Pradesh
are falling vacant.

<><>DIPENDRA/1021
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CHINA - WEST ASIA

China has urged to cease military operations in West Asia amid
escalation of tensions in the Gulf region. Spokesperson of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of China, Lin Jian, has informed that Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi spoke to Deputy Prime Minister of UAE, Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Chinese Foreign Minister also spoke with his Saudi
counterpart Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud. China's foreign ministry
spokesperson said in a social media post that China supports regional
countries in seeking to resolve disputes through diplomatic means. In
another post, he said that the spreading and escalating conflict in the West
Asia, affecting Saudi Arabia and other Gulf countries, is not what China
wishes to see.

China has already opposed the military strikes against Iran launched
by joint US-Israel forces. China has already advises its citizens in Iran to
take extra safety precautions and leave Iran as soon as possible. As of
Monday, over 3 thousand Chinese citizens have been evacuated from Iran.

CHIRAG/ANI/NET/1029 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 05-03-2026
RAISINA DIALOGUE (For 0800/0815 hrs)



The 11th edition of Raisina Dialogue, India's flagship conference on geopolitics
and geo-economics, will commence in New Delhi today. The three-day conference
brings together global leaders, policymakers, and experts to deliberate on pressing
international issues and strategic cooperation. The 2026 edition is centred on the theme
'Samskara - Assertion, Accommodation, Advancement', reflecting the current global
moment. Its being organised by the Observer Research Foundation in collaboration with
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). A report:

VC-PRIYA IN GNR MAIL

Instituted in 2016, the annual Raisina Dialogue has emerged as India’s
leading platform for discussions on international affairs. Over the years, the
Dialogue has hosted extensive discussions on shifting geopolitical equations,
climate concerns, technological transformation, economic resilience and the
future of global governance frameworks. The forum serves as a platform for
debate and cooperation on issues shaping the international order.

Several foreign dignitaries are expected to participate in the conference. The
MEA has confirmed that multiple high-level delegations from across the

world will attend the Raisina Dialogue 2026. Bhutan’s Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Lyonpo Dina Nath Dhungyel arrived in India yesterday to take part in

the country's flagship geopolitics and geo-economics forum. Finnish
President Alexander Stubb, who is on _a state visit, will also_attend the

Raisina Dialogue as the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker. The United States
will be represented by Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau, who is

leading a US delegation to the Dialogue. Priva Mondal, Akashvani News,
Delhi.,

PRIYA/BIMAL/0717



SHUKLA MP-1 05-03-2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast hot and humid
weather today at places over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and the
North Konkan region. Similar weather conditions will prevail over these
regions till Friday. IMD said that maximum temperatures over many parts
of Northwest India are likely to be above normal by 4 to 6 degrees Celsius
during the week. According to the Met Department, Central India is likely
to experience a gradual rise in maximum temperatures by 2 to 3 degrees

Celsius during the next 2-3 days.
PRIYA/0642

SHUKLA DP-II
05.03.2026
TRUMP-AI LEAD

President Donald Trump has said the United States had taken a clear
lead over China in artificial intelligence while accusing Beijing of dominating
the global wind turbine market and dumping the equipment in Europe.
Speaking during a White House roundtable on the 'Ratepayer Protection
Pledge', Trump said the United States was ahead in the race to develop
advanced artificial intelligence infrastructure. The president framed artificial
intelligence as a strategic competition between major powers, saying the
country that leads in the technology would also dominate militarily. Energy
Secretary Chris Wright said during the event that the nation that leads in

AI will be the military superpower.



Trump also criticised China's role in the global wind energy industry,
accusing Beijing of cornering the wind turbine manufacturing market,
adding that China exports the turbines in large quantities to Europe.
According to Trump, European countries have purchased Chinese wind
turbines extensively as part of their renewable energy expansion. He
suggested that the wind energy push in Europe was not working as

expected and claimed China itself was not relying heavily on wind farms.

BIMAL/IANS/0830

NEELAM DP-II 05.03.2026
IRAN - STRIKES

Iran today threatened to target Israel's Dimona nuclear site if Israel
and the US seek to topple the Iranian regime. This warning came after an
open threat from Israel's Defence Minister, Israel Katz, who stated that any
new leader brought in by the regime would be considered a legitimate
target for elimination.

Meanwhile, Iran has intensified its combined missile and drone
operation as part of 19th wave of "Operation Tru Promise 4" launched by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). The Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) today said that several missiles were launched from Iran toward

Israel. The IDF said that its defense systems are operating to intercept the



threat and the Home Front Command issued a preliminary directive directly
to mobile phones in the relevant areas. Sirens were activated across

communities in central Israel, the Jerusalem area, and parts of the West

Bank.

CHIRAG/ANI/NET/1057 HRS
NEELAM DP-I 05.03.2026
1100 STOCK MARKET

The Indian equity markets gained moderately in early trade today,
tracking gains in Asian peers despite rising tensions in the Middle East.
Sensex gained 494 points to reach 79,609 while Nifty added 172 points at
24,652 when reports last came in.

All sectoral indices traded in green except FMCG and IT while Nifty
metal as well as oil and gas led gains.

In Asian markets, China's Shanghai index gained 0.84 per cent, and
Shenzhen added 1.67 per cent, Japan's Nikkei advanced 1.84 per cent, and
Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index gained 1.13 per cent. South Korea's Kospi
added 9.69 per cent.

The US markets ended in green overnight as Nasdaq advanced 1.29

per cent. The S&P 500 gained 0.78 per cent, and the Dow Jones added



0.49 per cent.

<>SHAILESH/IANS/1050 HRS
NEELAM DP-1 05.03.2026

PM-BIJU PATNAIK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tributes to former Chief
Minister of Odisha Biju Patnaik on his birth anniversary today. In a social
media post, the Prime Minister remembers Biju Patnaik’s passion towards

furthering the progress of Odisha.

SAKLEN/1119

NEELAM DP-1 05-03-2026
JAISHANKAR-FINLAND PREZ

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar called on Finland President
Alexander Stubb this morning in New Delhi. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar expressed confidence that the meeting of the Finnish President
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi will further strengthen India-Finland
ties. Dr Jaishankar added that he looks forward to the Finland President's

address this evening at the Raisina Dialogue.

PRIYA/1134 HRS



NEELAM DP-I 05.03.2026
DAY PM-FINLAND PREZ MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is holding discussion with President of
Finland Alexander Stubb on strengthening bilateral cooperation across a
wide spectrum of areas. They will also exchange perspectives on regional
and global issues of mutual interest, including cooperation in multilateral
fora. Several MoUs will be exchanged after the talks. The Prime Minister
will host a lunch in the honour of the visiting dignitary.

Mr Stubb arrived in New Delhi yesterday on a four day state visit to
India. He was received by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh. President Stubb was accorded a ceremonial welcome and a
Guard of Honour at the airport.

This is the first visit of President Stubb to India in his present
capacity. He is scheduled to meet President Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan will also call on the
visiting dignitary. President Stubb will be the Chief Guest and Keynote
Speaker at the 11th Raisina Dialogue 2026 in the national capital this

evening.



<><>ANUPAM/DIPENDRA/1138

NEELAM::JATIN DP-II
05.03.2026
DAY NEPAL POLLING

Voting continues peacefully in Nepal from 7 am in the morning
nationwide today. Prime Minister Sushila Karki, following her voting, shared
her thoughts with journalists, expressed her joy at the enthusiastic conduct
of the election. Other political leaders like Rabi Lamichhane of RSP cast his
vote in Chuchepati and Balen the prime ministerial candidate of RSP cast
his vote at Tinkune.

Till 11 am, 1.9 million votes had been cast. Voting is taking place
peacefully under strict security.

<><><>SWETA SINGH/KATHMANDU/MAIL/1159 HRS

NEELAM DP-1 05.03.2026
NITISH KUMAR - RAJYA SABHA
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has confirmed that he will file

nominations for the upcoming Rajya Sabha Elections. In a social media



post, Mr Kumar said that it has been his desire to become a member of
both Houses of the Bihar Legislature as well as both Houses of Parliament.
He also expressed gratitude to the people of Bihar for placing their trust in
him to serve as the Chief Minister of Bihar for over 2 decades.

CHIRAG/NET/1203 HRS



