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EC-ASSEMBLY ELECTION

The Election Commission of India today announced that Assembly
elections in Assam, Keralam, Puducherry and Tamil Nadu will be held in a single
phase, while polling in West Bengal will take place in two phases. Announcing
the poll schedule in New Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said
voting in Assam, Keralam and Puducherry will be held on 9th of April, while in
Tamil Nadu polling will take place on 23rd.

In West Bengal, voting will be conducted in two phases on 23rd and 29th
of April. The first phase in the state will cover 152 Assembly constituencies and



the second phase will cover 142 constituencies. Counting of votes for all four
states and the Union Territory will be held on the 4th of May. Mr Kumar said,
with the announcement of the poll schedule, the Model Code of Conduct has
come into force with immediate effect in the states and the Union Territory.

(BYTE- GYANESH
KUMAR)

Mr Kumar said, over 17 crore people are eligible to vote in the elections to
five assemblies covering 824 constituencies. This includes over 6 crore voters in
West Bengal, more than 5 crore in Tamil Nadu, nearly three crore in Keralam,
over two crore in Assam and over nine lakh in Puducherry. He added that around
more than two lakh polling stations will be set up and nearly 25 lakh election
officials to be deployed across the states and the Union Territory.

MK MP-1 16.03.2026
MORN.EC-BY-POLLS

The Election Commission has announced bye-elections to eight
Assembly Constituencies spread across six states. The Assembly
Constituencies are Ponda seat in Goa, Umreth in Gujarat, Bagalkot and
Davanagere South in Kartnataka, Rahuri and Baramati in Maharashtra,
Koridang in Nagaland and Dharmanagar seat in Tripura. During a press
conference in New Delhi last evening , Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said, the notification for bypoll in Goa, Karnataka,
Nagaland and Tripura will be issued today and polling will be held on 9th of
April. The notification for by-election in Gujarat and Maharashtra will be
issued on 30th of this month and voting will take place on 23rd of April. He
said, the counting of votes will take place on 4th of May.

(BYTE- GYANESH
KUMAR)

The Baramati Assembly seat fell vacant following the death of Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar in a plane crash on 28th of January. The Rahuri
Assembly seat in Ahilyanagar district became vacant following the demise
of BJP MLA Shivajirao Kardile. <><><>
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GADKARI-SAFETY CAMPAIGN

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari urged
people, especially youth, to strictly follow traffic rules and control speed
while driving, saying discipline on the road is essential to protect life. The
Minister was speaking at a Road Safety Campaign programme at the
Symbiosis auditorium in Nagpur, Maharashtra, where he interacted with
students. Marathi actor Amey Wagh and writer-director Nipun
Dharmadhikari conducted the interview.

Mr Gadkari said many people treat roads like a circus after getting a
vehicle and ignore speed limits and traffic signals, leading to accidents. He
noted that about 50,000 deaths occur annually due to not wearing
helmets, while 26,000 deaths happen because seatbelts are not used. He
appealed to citizens to follow road safety rules to save lives. <><><>

AMRATA FALKE/NAGPUR/MAIL/2048 HRS
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has called for enhanced public-
private partnership to provide renewed thrust to India’s sports economy.
He highlighted that the Government, through a series of initiatives, is
fostering a sports culture within the country where athletes and youth have
access to opportunities and, resources. Mr Rajnath Singh stated this while
addressing a gathering during the Final of Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup in
New Delhi today. The Defence Minister stated that initiatives such as Khelo
India and the Target Olympic Podium Scheme coupled with the
unprecedented development of sports infrastructure have provided the
youth a new platform to excel and move forward. He added that the
National Sports Governance Act and the Khelo Bharat Policy are set to yield
immense benefits for talented athletes and these measures will foster
greater transparency and accountability within sports organisations. Mr
Singh dubbed Polo as not merely a sport of strength and speed, but a
blend of rhythm, strategy, coordination, discipline, and courage. <><><>
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15/03/2026
EVE-IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
alert for thunderstorm accompanied with hailstorm at isolated places over
Bihar, East Uttar Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha and
Uttarakhand tomorrow. The Met Department has also predicted heavy
rainfall over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Meghalaya during the next two
days. IMD has forecast thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and
gusty winds over Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Odisha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and North eastern
parts of the country during the next two to three days. <><><>
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In Odisha, two persons were killed, several others got seriously
injured and more than two hundred houses were damaged after a severe
Nor'wester struck Mayurbhanj district yesterday. Strong winds uprooted
several trees and electricity poles across at least twelve villages in the
district. The seriously injured persons have been shifted to a nearby
hospital, while about forty others sustained minor injuries. Kia and Kankada
villages under Karanjia block in the district were among the worst affected.
The impact of the storm was so strong that an autorickshaw and a scooter
were lifted by the winds and thrown into a nearby water body. The state
government has announced an ex-gratia of four lakh rupees each for the
families of the deceased.

Meanwhile, the India Meteorological Department has issued an
Orange Warning for Mayurbhanj district today forecasting thunderstorms
with lightning, hail and gusty winds. A Yellow Warning has also been issued
for Sundergarh, Keonjhar, Balasore and Bhadrak districts of Odisha.
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