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Lok Sabha will take up discussion and voting today on the Demands
for Grants under the control of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare for 2026-27. The House is also scheduled to take up discussion
and voting on the Demands for Grants under the control of Home Ministry,
External Affairs Ministry and Power Ministry.

Replying to a discussion on Demand for Grants under the control of
the Ministry of Railways in Lok Sabha last evening, Minister of Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the Modi Government has brought big changes in
the Railways in the last decade and has worked on all dimensions of the
sector. He said, the financial health of Railways has improved significantly
under PM Modi's leadership in last 10 years.

Meanwhile, Parliament passed The Appropriation Bill 2026 with the
Rajya Sabha returning it to the Lower House after discussion yesterday.
Lok Sabha had already given its approval to the Appropriation Bill. It seeks
to authorise payment and appropriation of certain further sums from and
out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the financial year
2025-26.

Replying to the discussion in Rajya Sabha, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman highlighted that Centre is giving 57,381.84 crore rupees for
Economic Stabilisation Fund. She said fertiliser subsidy is 19,230 crores to
meet additional requirements that may arise for the coming Rabi crop
season. She said a sum of 5000 crores is being given to Jammu and
Kashmir as central assistance to meet their development requirements.
CB/Suparna/0354
SHUKLA MP-1 18.03.2026
PM - UAE PREZ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke with the President of United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan yesterday. In a
telephonic conversation, both leaders discussed the current situation in
West Asia. Mr Modi said in a social media post that he reiterated India’s
strong condemnation of all attacks on the UAE that have resulted in loss of
innocent lives and damage to civilian infrastructure. He added that both
sides agreed on the importance of ensuring safe and free navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz. During the conversation, the Prime Minister
said that they will continue to work together for the early restoration of
peace, security and stability in the region. Meanwhile, the Prime Minister
also conveyed advance Eid greetings to the President of UAE.
CB/SUPARNA/SHIVANG/ISHANI/ 0402



SHUKLA MP-1 18.03.2026
AIR INDIA - WEST ASIA

Air India and Air India Express will operate 50 scheduled and non-
scheduled flights to and from West Asia today. Of them, 26 will be
scheduled and 24 will be non-scheduled services, Air India said in a
statement. The ongoing conflict in the region involving the US, Israel and
Iran has disrupted flight operations.

CB/PTI/0348

SHUKLA MP-1 18.03.2026
BHARAT TRIBES FEST

Bharat Tribes Fest 2026 will commence in the national capital from
today, showcasing the cultural heritage and entrepreneurship of tribal
communities. The fest is being organised by Tribal Cooperative Marketing
Development Federation of India at Sunder Nursery and will be
inaugurated by the Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram. The fest will be
held from 18th to 30th of this month. Bharat Tribes Fest 2026 will feature
over 200 stalls representing 78 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras and more than
300 tribal artisans from across the country.
CB/SAKLEN/ISHANI/0530
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AMRIT UDYAN- SENIOR CITIZEN

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has said that more than
11 thousand senior citizens visited the Amrit Udhyan at Rashtrapati Bhavan
in New Delhi yesterday. The special visit organised by the Ministry was
undertaken to provide senior citizens an opportunity to experience the
beauty of the gardens and to promote their social participation and well-
being. The Ministry said that during the visit, the senior citizens explored
various sections of Amrit Udyan, which is widely known for its beautifully
landscaped lawns, vibrant seasonal flowers, and unique horticultural
designs. It noted that special transportation arrangements were made by
the Delhi Transport Corporation to ease the visit of the senior citizens.

CB/VISHNU/SHIVANG/0400
IRAN - LARIJANI KILLING



Iran has confirmed the killing of National Security chief Ali Larijani
and the head of Basij force Gholam Reza Soleimani in Israeli strike. Larijani
was one of Tehran's most prominent figures in the ongoing war against the
US and Israel and close confidant of slain leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and his son Mojtaba. The confirmation comes hours after Israel said it
eliminated two of the top Iranian security official, including Larijani, in an
Israeli strike aimed at weakening the Iranian leadership amid the ongoing
conflict. Iran's Fars news agency said Larijani was targeted by American
and Israeli fighter jets while he was at his daughter’s house in the Pardis
district east of Tehran. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said Larijani and
Soleimani were eliminated last night. The two leaders were key to Iran’s
violent crackdown on protests in January that challenged the regime's 47-
year rule.

BBC/CNN/0515
SHUKLA MP-II 18.03.2026

TRUMP - NATO

US President Donald Trump has said that most NATO allies have
declined to join the US military operation against Iran, criticising the
alliance and asserting that Washington does not need foreign support. He
added that despite their reluctance, almost every country strongly agreed
with what we are doing, and that Iran cannot, in any way, shape, or form,
be allowed to have a nuclear weapon. Trump said he was not surprised by
NATO members' response. He also claimed that US forces had significantly
degraded Iran’s military capability. He said that because of those gains,
allied support was no longer necessary. The comments build on remarks
Trump made a day earlier in the Oval Office, where he expressed
frustration that some US allies were not willing to contribute militarily.

CB/IANS/0423

SHUKLA MP-I 18.03.2026
EC-CENTRAL OBSERVERS

The Election Commission has deployed one thousand one hundred 11
Central Observers for the assembly elections of Assam, Kerala, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal and the bye-elections in 6 States. The
Commission said that among them, 557 are General Observers, 188 Police
Observers and 366 are Expenditure Observers. While announcing the



schedule for the general elections, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar said that the elections will be conducted in a violence-free and
inducement-free manner so that each elector can cast their vote without
fear. The poll body said that the Observers will function as the eyes and
ears of the Commission in ensuring the objective is met. The Commission
has directed that the Observers be stationed in their respective Assembly
Constituencies by today. It has also asked the Observers to make public
their contact details upon arrival and specify a time fixed every day for
meeting the candidates, political parties or their representatives or any
member of the public to hear their election-related grievances.

CB/SAKLEN/RISHU/0519
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KERALAM - CAMPAIGN

The election campaign in Keralam has gained fresh momentum
following the release of the first phase of candidate lists by the three major
political fronts. Meanwhile, election observers are scheduled to arrive in
Keralam today, while expenditure observers had already reached the state
yesterday. More from our correspondent:

(v/c-Smithy M Palluruthy)

Even though the deadline for filing nominations is March 23
the announcement of the initial candidate lists by major Fronts
has intensified campaign activities across Keralam. Informal
campaigning had already been progressing in many regions even
before official declarations were made.

The LDF and the NDA had earlier released their first lists.
Yesterday evening, Congress, the prominent constituent of the
UDF, announced a list of 55 candidates.

The Congress list includes 19 sitting MLAs, among them the
Leader of the Opposition, V. D. Satheesan, who will once again
contest from Paravur.

The CPIM, in its list released on Sunday, has fielded 56
sitting MLAs, including Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

The BJP, which announced a list of 47 candidates on Monday,
has _included State President Rajeev Chandrasekhar and Union
Minister George Kurian among its nominees. SMITHY M
PALLURUTHY/AKASHVANI NEWS/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
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