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SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
ARAGHCHI - STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has said that the strategically
vital Strait of Hormuz remains operational for international shipping, but
vessels linked to the United States and Israel are not permitted to pass
through the waterway. His remarks come amid escalating tensions in the
region following recent military developments. In an interview with
American Cable News Channel, Araghchi said the maritime passage has not
been entirely shut down. The claim from the Iranian minister comes even
as hundreds of ships, including many Indian vessels, remain stranded in
the narrow sea lane between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. He
emphasised that other nations remain free to navigate the passage. The
minister also suggested that some shipping companies are choosing to
avoid the area due to safety concerns rather than an outright blockade. He
maintained that several tankers and cargo ships are still moving through
the strait despite the heightened tensions.

CB/NET/0416



SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
TRUMP-HORMUZ STRAIT

US President Donald Trump has urged nations affected by Tehran’s
attempted closure of the Hormuz Strait to send ships to secure the narrow
shipping lane crucial for global oil supplies as the war with Iran entered the
third week. In a post on Truth Social, Trump urged countries such as
China, France, Japan, South Korea, the UK and others to send ships to the
Hormuz Strait, asserting that the US will continue to bomb the shoreline
and target Iranian ships and boats. Starting February 28, the US and Israel
have launched a massive joint attack on Iran and with Iran's retaliation, it
has extended to the entire Gulf region. Iranian strikes in Hormuz have
affected maritime traffic in the strait, which is crucial for global supply
chains for crude and oil. Trump claimed that the US has already destroyed
100 per cent of Iran’s military capability, but it's easy for them to send a
drone or two, drop a mine, or deliver a close range missile somewhere
along, or in, this waterway, no matter how badly defeated they are. Global
oil and gas prices have surged after Iran has virtually blocked the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow shipping lane between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman, that handles roughly 20 per cent of global oil and Liquefied Natural
Gas.

CB/PTI/0411
SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
BCCI-NAMAN AWARDS

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) will celebrate the
achievements of Indian cricket stars and contributors at the prestigious
Naman Awards 2026, scheduled to take place in New Delhi today. At this
year’'s ceremony, cricket legends Roger Binny and Rahul Dravid will receive
the Col. C. K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award, the highest honour
given by the BCCI for exceptional service to Indian cricket. Meanwhile,
former India women’s captain Mithali Raj will be honoured with the BCCI
Lifetime Achievement Award for Women in recognition of her remarkable
impact on women'’s cricket. Apart from lifetime honours, the Naman



Awards will recognise outstanding performances during the 2024-25 cricket
season. India’s Test and ODI captain Shubman Gill will receive the Polly
Umrigar Award for Best International Cricketer (Men) for the second time,
while Smriti Mandhana will win the Best International Cricketer (Women)
award for the fifth time in her career. In domestic cricket, Mumbai’s Ira
Jadhav will receive the Jagmohan Dalmiya Trophy for Best Woman
Cricketer (Domestic) after an impressive season. Shafali Verma will be
honoured as the Best Woman Cricketer in Senior Domestic One-Day
tournaments.

Meanwhile, Ayush Mhatre will receive the Lala Amarnath Award for
Best All-Rounder in Domestic Limited-Overs Cricket, and Vidarbha’s Harsh
Dubey will win the award for Best All-Rounder in the Ranji Trophy. The
Mumbai Cricket Association will also be recognised for its outstanding
domestic performance after winning four trophies and finishing runner-up
in two tournaments during the season.One of the most special highlights of
Naman Awards 2026 will be the felicitation of five Indian teams that won
ICC trophies. These include the senior men’s team that won the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 and ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, the senior
women'’s team that lifted the ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup 2025, and
both the men’s and women’s Under-19 teams that won the ICC Under-19
World Cups.

CB/NET/0353

SHUKLA MP-II 15.03.2026
FIH WOMEN'S HOCKEY

India lost 0-2 against England in the final of the FIH Women's
Hockey World Qualifier at G.M.C. Balyogi Hockey Ground in Hyderabad last
evening but still managed to progress to this year's mega-event, to be co-
hosted by the Netherlands and Belgium. World No. 6 England scored
through a penalty corner conversion by Grace Balsdon in the 13th minute
before doubling their lead through a field strike from Elizabeth Neal in the
43rd minute. The Indians, ranked ninth in the world, tried their heart and
soul throughout the entire 60 minutes but failed to break the resolute
English defence. Besides champions England, runner-up India and



Scotland, who defeated Italy 1-0, qualified from this event for the World
Cup. This edition of the World Cup will be jointly hosted by the Netherlands
and Belgium from August 14 to 30 along side the men's tournament.

CB/PTI/0344
SHUKLA MP-1 15.03.2026
MEA - PAK AFGHAN

India has condemned the air strikes by Pakistan in Afghanistan's
territory, leading to the death of several civilians and destruction of civilian
infrastructure. In a social media post, Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that this is yet another act of aggression
by a Pakistani establishment that remains hostile to the idea of a sovereign
Afghanistan. He said, India reiterates that Afghanistan's sovereignty and
territorial integrity should be fully respected.

CB/VISHNU/0430

SHUKLA MP-11 15.03.2026
SWITZERLAND- US - FLY REQ

Switzerland has denied two requests from the US to fly over its
territory as part of the military action in the Middle East. The government's
statement cited its law of neutrality which prohibits overflights by parties to
the conflict that serve a military purpose related to the conflict. However,
the Swiss government said it did allow three other flights, one for
maintenance and two for transport aircraft.

AISHWARYA/NET/0435

GAURAV EP-1
14.03.26
INTERMINISTERIAL BRIEFING

Two Indian flagged vessels Shivalik and Nanda Devi have crossed
Strait of Hormuz safely early morning today. Special Secretary at Ministry



of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Rajesh Kumar Sinha informed about this
while addressing the Inter-Ministerial media briefing in New Delhi this
evening. He noted that these vessels are carrying 92 thousand 700 metric
tonnes of LPG. Mr Sinha further informed that the vessels will arrive at
Mundra and Kandla port on 16 and 17" of this month.

BYTE-RAJESH KUMAR SINHA

Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
Sujata Sharma informed that there is no Dry Out at any retail
outlets or LPG distributorship and sufficient diesel and petrol is
available. She added that there are adequate crude oil inventories
in the country. The Joint Secretary also urged the citizens to
refrain from panic booking of LPG Cylinders and only book when
required. She informed that commercial cylinders have been kept
at the disposal for state governments and the distribution of
commercial cylinders in 29 states and UTs has begun. Raids and
Inspections are also being conducted by various state
governments to control black marketing and hoarding of LPG
cylinders. On the reported inconvenience caused by consumers
while booking cylinders for their household, the Joint Secretary
said that cylinders can only be booked after 25 days from the
previous delivery date in urban areas and after 45 days in rural
areas. She also urged the citizens to book cylinders digitally and
avoid queuing up outside the distributors.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary Gulf at Ministry of External Affairs,
Aseem Mahajan informed that 1 lakh 72 thousand Indian
Nationals have returned home from West Asia region since 28™ of
last month. He added that Air connectivity is steadily improving
with addition of more flights to different airports in the country.
Mr Mahajan said that flights have been operating from Oman,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar. He also informed that Indian
Nationals who are in Bahrain, Kuwait and Iraq, where direct
flights are not operating, are being assisted with Visa Extension,
Transit Visas for onward Journey via Saudi Arabia.

BYTE-ASEEM MAHAJAN



Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, C Senthil Rajan urged the people to be cautious of
the fake news that is being peddled on social media.

BYTE-C SENTHIL RAJAN
SAKLEN/BHANU/1723

GAURAV EP-1
14.03.2026

JAISWAL - BRICS

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has said that
India is actively engaging with member countries of BRICS to arrive at a
common position on the ongoing conflict in West Asia. Mr Jaiswal said this
while addressing the Inter-Ministerial media briefing in New Delhi this
evening. He noted that some BRICS members are directly involved in the
current situation in West Asia, and the differences among member
countries have made it difficult for the grouping to forge a consensus. He
emphasized that as the current chair of BRICS, India has been facilitating
discussions among member countries through the Sherpa channel. He
noted that the most recent virtual meeting of BRICS Sherpas was held on
12th March to deliberate on the evolving situation.

(BYTE- JAISWAL-

<https://x.com/ANI/status/2032789935976235143?s=20>)
<><><> VISHNU/2001 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1
15.03.2026
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert
for thunderstorm accompanied by hailstorm and gusty winds over
Chandigarh, Haryana, East Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand today.
Met Department also predicted similar conditions over Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Odisha, Telangana, Vidarbha and West Madhya
Pradesh. Talking to Akashvani News, senior IMD scientist RK Jenamani said
a yellow alert for thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds has been



issued for the national capital today.

(BYTE- JENAMANI in GNR MAIL)

Meanwhile, Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan and
Muzaffarabad are also likely to witnhess thunderstorms accompanied by
hailstorm and gusty winds today.

CB/BHANU/0433

SHUKLA MP-1
15.03.2026

PM - MY BHARAT BUDGET QUEST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with State and Union
Territory-level winners of MY Bharat Budget Quest 2026 beginning today.
This initiative encourages youth to discuss the Union Budget and share
their perspectives on building a Viksit Bharat or Developed India. The event
focuses on engaging young minds, or Yuva Shakti, in participatory
governance and economic planning. The move is also aimed at
strengthening the role of Amrit Peedhi or young generation in shaping
policy and contributing to an Atmanirbhar Viksit Bharat by 2047. The MY
Bharat Budget Quest 2026 received a massive response, with over 12 lakh
young participants and 47,000 essays submitted. The Union Budget 2026
has been widely recognised as a Yuva Shakti-driven Budget, placing strong
emphasis on empowering India’s youth through investments in education,
skilling, entrepreneurship, innovation, and opportunities for future-ready
growth. In this context, MY Bharat Budget Quest 2026 organised on MY
Bharat platform has emerged as a unique initiative that brings the Union
Budget closer to the youth of the country, enabling them to understand its
priorities, reflect on its vision, and actively contribute ideas for India’s
development journey.

PIB/CB/0535

PM KOLKATA PROJECTS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated and laid the



foundation stone for multiple development projects worth around 18,680
crore in Kolkata. On the occasion, the Prime Minister said that all these
projects will give a new boost to the development of not only the state of
West Bengal but to the entire eastern region.

In a major boost to road infrastructure he laid the foundation stone for
several National Highway projects with a combined length of more than
420 km, worth around 16,990 crore rupees. The projects being
inaugurated include sections of NH-19 in West Bengal and Jharkhand and
NH-114 in West Bengal. These projects are expected to enhance road
safety, reduce travel time, ease congestion and pollution, improve regional
connectivity, and promote tourism and boost economic growth in the
region. Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone for several new
National Highway projects.



