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SANJIO :: HC EP-I1 25.03.2026
ALL PARTY MEETING

The all party meeting convened by the government on the West Asia
issue is underway in the Parliament House complex. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh is Chairing the meeting which is being attended by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Puri, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, JDU
Working President Sanjay Jha and Rajiv Ranjan (Lalan) Singh including
other leaders. Congress leader Mukul Wasnik and Tariq Anwar, CPI (M) MP
John Brittas and Samajwadi MP Dharmendra Yadav and other leaders of
opposition parties are also present in the meeting. The meeting comes
amid escalating tensions in West Asia, which have disrupted critical
maritime corridors and raised concerns about the safety of Indian nationals
in Gulf nations.

The all-party meeting follows Prime Minister Narendra Modi's address
to Parliament on the situation in West Asia. In his statement in Parliament,



PM Modi said the government has constituted seven empowered groups to
develop strategies on fuel, supply chains and fertilisers, among others, to
mitigate the impact of the Iran-Israel-US conflict.
<><>ANKIT/SANJEEV/MAIL/ 1739 HRS

SUJATA SHARMA
The Government today said, the country has the capacity of refining
26 crore tonne crude oil and urged citizens to stop believing in rumours
and avoid panic buying. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas, Sujata Sharma said this while addressing an inter-ministerial briefing
on recent developments in West Asia held today.
[S/B-SUJATA-F-34 SECS]

SANJIO EPI 25.3.26
CABINET - early

Union Cabinet today approved the launch and implementation of the
Regional Connectivity Scheme - Modified UDAN for a period of ten years
from 2026-27 to 2035-36 with a total outlay of 28,840 crore rupees.
Briefing media after the Cabinet meeting in New Delhi, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said 100 airports will be developed
from existing unserved airstrips to enhance regional connectivity. This will
lead to enhanced regional air connectivity to underserved and unserved
areas. It will also give boost to economic growth, trade and tourism in Tier-
2 and Tier-3 cities and support affordable air travel for common citizens.
This will also lead to improved emergency response and healthcare access
in remote and hilly regions and greater viability and sustainability for
regional aerodromes and airline operators.

(S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

The original UDAN Scheme was launched in October 2016 with the
objective of making air travel affordable and strengthening connectivity to
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities. Over nine years of implementation, 663 routes
have been operationalised across 95 airports, heliports and water
aerodromes.

Cabinet has approved the continuation of the Immigration,
Visa, Foreigners Registration and Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme beyond 31
March, 2026 for a period of five year from 1st April, 2026 to 31st March,



2031 with budget outlay of 1800 crore rupees. The IVFRT platform seeks
to interlink and optimize functions related to immigration, visa issuance and
registration of foreigners in India. The core objective of the IVFRT is to
modernize and upgrade immigration and visa services within a secure and
integrated service delivery framework. It aims to facilitate legitimate
travellers while strengthening national security. This project was approved
by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on 13th May 2010 with a
budget outlay of 1011 crore rupees and with project duration till
September, 2014.

<><>Vishnu/Ph/Suparna/1650 hrs

SANJIO :: HC EP-I 25.03.2026
SHIVRAJ FERTILIZER

Union Agriculture and Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan today assured that there is no shortage of fertilizer in the
country. Talking to media after attending a function in Gorakhpur city in
Uttar Pradesh Agriculture Minister said that farmers will not be allowed to
face any shortage. He said that there is a crisis, but under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, every problem has been resolved. He also
attended a function in Pratappur area of Gorakhpur and distributed kits to
beneficiaries of different schemes.
<><>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI, LUCKNOW, MAIL, 1734 HRS

SANJIO EPI 25.3.26
SHEKHAWAT- CULTURE MoU

Ministry of Culture today exchanged a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Youtube in New Delhi. The MOU aims to
leverage digital platforms to amplify India’s rich and diverse musical
traditions worldwide. Speaking on the occasion, the Union Minister for
Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said that this initiative is a significant
step towards preserving India’s cultural heritage and promoting traditional
folk and tribal music on the global stage. The Minister said the initiative
aligns with the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi of Vocal for Local
and Local for Global, and seeks to showcase India’s traditions, heritage,
and artistic legacy to international audiences. He highlighted that India’s
cultural expressions, including its folk traditions and historical legacy, have
the potential to strengthen the country’s global cultural presence through



sustained digital outreach.

(BYTE - GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT IN GNR MAIL)

Mr Shekhawat lauded the role of YouTube in content creation and
dissemination, noting that the platform has contributed significantly to the
digital economy and has emerged as a means of employment and
empowerment for a large number of creators. The Minister expressed
confidence that the partnership will play a key role in promoting Indian folk
and tribal music internationally, while also supporting artists and creators.
He said the initiative will further strengthen India’s position as a cultural
partner to the world and contribute to the broader objective of global
cultural outreach.

(BYTE - GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT IN GNR MAIL)
<><>AMAN/ROHAN/1651 HRS

SANJIO :: HC EPP 25.03.2026
RIJIJU - PARLIAMENT HOLIDAY

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has informed that both the
Houses of Parliament will not meet on coming Saturday and Sunday as
decided earlier in the Business Advisory Committee. Speaking in both the
Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha, Mr Rijiju said, the passage of the Finance
Bill was important for the government, hence, it had been decided that
both the Houses will function on the weekend. The Minister said that
Parliament will not meet tomorrow due to an official holiday. He said, the
government business will be brought to the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha on
Friday. He said that the private business scheduled to be taken up on
Friday will be adjusted later.

(Byte - Kiren Rijiju)
The Lok Sabha today passed the Finance Bill 2026 by voice vote.

<><>DIPENDRA/BHUPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1808
SANJIO :: HC EPP 25.03.2026
LS - AI MISSION

The government has said that a total of 190 projects have been
approved under the India AI Mission. Out of these 78 projects are with
Government entities, 46 projects are with Startups and MSMEs, and 27
projects are with Researchers or academia. Minister of State for Electronics
and Information Technology Jitin Prasada said this in a written reply to a
question in Lok Sabha today. He informed that the government had



launched the India AI mission with an outlay of ten thousand 372 crore
rupees for the development of the overall Al ecosystem in the country. The
Minister said, under this mission, more than 38 thousand Graphics
Processing Units for common compute facility have been onboarded
through the AI compute portal, which are being provided to Indian start-
ups and academia at an affordable rate. GPUs are highly advanced
equipment and are primarily manufactured in one country.

<><>DIPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1725 HRS

<><><>

The first edition of the Khelo India Tribal Games will begin at Raipur

in Chhattisgarh this evening. The games will continue till the 3rd of April,
featuring events in seven sports disciplines.



