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RAJNATH- SAINIK SCHOOL

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said, modern warfare now goes
beyond borders, with national security covering economic, digital, energy
and food sectors. Addressing the Raising Day and Diamond Jubilee
celebrations of Sainik School Ghorakhal in Uttarakhand via video
conferencing today, Mr Singh stressed the need for a strong military,
backed by alert and prepared citizens, noting that conflicts today also
involve cyber, space and information warfare.

Byte- Rajnath Singh

The Defence Minister highlighted that, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, government is leaving no stone unturned to equip
the defence forces with niche weapons and technologies and promoting
discipline among youth. He said 100 new Sainik Schools will be set up
under the PPP model, and NCC vacancies will also be increased.

Byte -Rajnath Singh

The Defence Minister termed the admission of girls into Sainik
Schools as a historic step. He said these girls will become the torchbearers
of Nari Shakti and scale new heights across various sectors.

<><> AMAN/1920

SUDHIR MP-II 22.03.2026
CRICKET - IND VS IRE

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced the
schedule for Senior Indian Men's Team tour of Ireland for a two-match
T20I series in June this year. The Men in Blue will play the first T20I on
26th of June in Belfast, followed by the second and last T20I on 28th of
June at the same venue. Team India have toured Ireland three times in the
past eight years. This tour will mark India’s return to Belfast for the first



time since 2007.
CB/CHIRAG/NET/0421 HRS

CHIRAG::RZ NP-I 21.03.2026
PADYATRA - SHAHEED DIWAS

Mera Yuva (MY)-Bharat will organise a nationwide Padyatra on
Monday, marking the Shaheed Diwas. The initiative will be conducted
under the theme MY Bharat, My Responsibility. The Padyatra will be a
tribute to the sacrifice of India’s young freedom fighters - Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, Shaheed Shivaram Rajguru, and Shaeed Sukhdev Thapar. The
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports said that the initiative aims to
channelise the energy, idealism, and aspirations of youth towards
responsible citizenship. The Padyatras will be organised across all 763
districts of the country, with a major event to be organised in Faridabad,
Haryana, with participation of over 10 thousand youth. Minister of State for
Youth Affairs and Sports Raksha Khadse and Sports Minister of Haryana
Gaurav Gautam will be present on the occasion.

Every year, Shaheed Diwas serves as a powerful reminder that
India’s freedom was earned through sacrifice and courage. It reinforces the
idea that freedom is not merely inherited, but must be strengthened and
preserved through continuous collective effort. In this context, the Shaheed
Diwas Padyatra seeks to transform remembrance into action by
encouraging youth to actively participate in nation-building.

AMAN/2133 HRS
SUDHIR MP-I 22.03.2026
MCGS - MODIFICATIONS

The Government has modified the Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme
(MCGS) to Support Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Manufacturers and Exporters in line with Budget 2025-26. The scheme
provides 60 per cent guarantee coverage by National Credit Guarantee
Trustee Company Limited (NCGTC) to Member Lending Institutions for
credit facility upto 100 crore rupees sanctioned to eligible MSMEs under
MCGS-MSME for purchase of equipment and machinery. In a statement,
the Ministry of Finance said that modifications expand coverage, reduce
compliance burden, and provide targeted incentives for exporter MSMEs.
Under the revised norms, the five per cent upfront contribution has been
made refundable, with one per cent returned each year from the fourth
year onwards, subject to satisfactory loan performance. The eligibility



criteria have also been expanded to include service sector MSMEs, while
the minimum project cost requirement towards machinery and equipment
has been reduced to 60 per cent from the earlier 75 per cent. As per the
Ministry, the modifications in MCGS-MSME scheme are expected to
facilitate increased availability of credit for purchase of Plant and Machinery
and Equipment by MSMEs, including exporter MSMEs, and give a major
boost to the manufacturing and export sector in India.
AKSHIT/0409 HRS

CHIRAG:MS NP-II 21.03.2026
COOPER - EPIC FURY

The United States' military has struck over 8 thousand military
targets, including 130 Iranian vessels since the beginning of Operation Epic
Fury against the Iranian regime. Commander of the United States Central
Command, Admiral Brad Cooper, informed this while giving the fourth
briefing on Operation Epic Fury. He said that these attacks by the US
constitute the largest elimination of a navy over a three-week period since
World War II.

[BYTE - ADMIRAL COOPER
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SHUKLA::HC DP-1 21.03.2026
DAY VP-MAHA VISIT

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan has urged students while following
a modern and progressive mindset they should not forget the rich and
diverse cultural heritage of our country. Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan
was addressing the 29th National Youth Parliament at the Maharshi Vyas
Auditorium in Dr. Hedgewar Smriti Mandir in Reshimbagh at Nagpur today.
While stressing participation of youths in Develoed India, Vice President
called upon the youth to uphold the integrity of the Tricolor and ensure its
continued glory in a 'Developed India' by the year 2047.
He further emphasized that, as the world currently grapples with the
specter of global conflict, the only viable solution lies in dialogue and
discourse. Highlighting the significance of the city of Nagpur,
Mr.Radakrishanan noted that it was in this very historic city, in 1925, that
Keshav Baliram Hedgewar founded the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). The event was attended by Governor of Maharashtra Jishnu Dev
Sharma, Nagpur's Guardian Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule, and a
large gathering of students.



The 4 Day Indian Youth Parliament begins today in Nagpur centred
around theme ' Indian Languages & Viksit Bharat@2047'. The participants
will dwell upon the issues relating to this theme through discussion, papaer
presentations.

DHANANJAY WANKHEDE/NAGPUR/MAIL/1332
TRIPTI EP-I 21.03.2026
GOVT-LPG

The Government has approved another 20 per cent allocation of
commercial LPG to States, which would take overall allocation to 50 per
cent including 10 per cent allocation based on ease of doing reforms for
PNG expansion. This additional percentage of allocation shall be given on
priority to sectors like restaurants, dhabas, hotels, industrial canteens,
dairy, subsidised canteens and others run by State or local bodies. The
government has assured citizens that there is no shortage of petrol, diesel,
or LPG, urging people not to panic as it strengthens response measures
amid tensions in West Asia. In a statement, the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas said, Domestic LPG Production from refineries has been
increased. The Ministry said, City Gas Distribution have been advised to
Prioritise PNG Connections for Commercial Establishments. Apart from this,
Commercial LPG consumers in major cities and urban areas are advised to
switch to PNG. The government has asked states to take strict action
against hoarding and black marketing. The Ministry said, raids continue
across states and UTs to check LPG hoarding and black marketing

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has said, it is closely
monitoring shipping movements, port operations, safety of Indian seafarers
and continuity of maritime trade. It said, all Indian seafarers in the region
are safe, with no incidents involving Indian-flagged vessels reported in the
past 24 hours. The Ministry said that a total of 22 Indian-flagged vessels
with 611 Indian seafarers remain in the western Persian Gulf region and
DG Shipping is monitoring the situation. It said, more than 500 Indian
seafarers have already been brought back safely apart from this, 15 Indian
crew members of MT Safesea Vishnu safely return to India from Iraq.

<><><> AMAN/1754
SUDHIR MP-II 22.03.2026
TRUMP ULTIMATUM - IRAN
U.S. President Donald Trump has threatened to “hit and obliterate”



Iran’s power plants if Tehran does not reopen the Strait of Hormuz within
48 hours. Trump issued the ultimatum on Truth Social this morning, giving
Iran exactly 48 hours to open the vital waterway or face a new round of
attacks. He stated that the United States would target various Iranian
power plants, starting with the biggest one first. In another post, Trump
said that Iran wants to make a deal, but he does not, arguing that he has
already achieved his objectives weeks ahead of schedule.
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