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NEELAM DP-1 14.03.2026
REV. SONAM WANGCHUK-NSA REVOKED

The Government has revoked the detention of Sonam Wangchuk with
immediate effect, who was detained under the National Security Act (NSA) in
September last year. The Home Ministry said that Sonam Wangchuk was
detained in the backdrop of the serious law and order situation that arose in
the town of Leh last year. The Ministry added that he was detained under the
provisions of the NSA pursuant to an order issued by the District Magistrate
of Leh with a view to maintaining public order.

The Home Ministry said that the government remains committed to fostering an
environment of peace, stability, and mutual trust in Ladakh to facilitate constructive and
meaningful dialogue with all stakeholders. The Ministry added that, in furtherance of
this objective and after due consideration, the decision to revoke the detention has
been taken. The Ministry said that the Government reiterates its commitment to
providing all necessary safeguards for Ladakh. The Home Ministry said it remains
hopeful that the issues concerning the region will be resolved through constructive
engagement and dialogue, including through the mechanism of the High-Powered
Committee as well as other appropriate platforms.

SAKLEN/1313

GAURAV:SUSHMAA EP-I 14.03.26
PM KOLKATA PROJECTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated and laid the foundation stone
for multiple development projects worth around 18,680 crore in Kolkata. On the
occasion, the Prime Minister said that all these projects will give a new boost to the
development of not only the state of West Bengal but to the entire eastern region.
In a major boost to road infrastructure he laid the foundation stone for several National
Highway projects with a combined length of more than 420 km, worth around 16,990
crore rupees. The projects being inaugurated include sections of NH-19 in West Bengal
and Jharkhand and NH-114 in West Bengal. These projects are expected to enhance
road safety, reduce travel time, ease congestion and pollution, improve regional
connectivity, and promote tourism and boost economic growth in the region. Prime
Minister also laid the foundation stone for several new National Highway projects.
These include five packages of the 231 km long four-lane Kharagpur-Moregram
economic corridor section of NH-116A. The project forms part of the economic corridor
between Kharagpur and Siliguri and will pass through Paschim Medinipur, Bankura,



Hooghly, Purba Bardhaman, Birbhum and Murshidabad districts of West Bengal. Direct
Kharagpur-Moregram connectivity will reduce travel distance by around 120 km and
save nearly seven to eight hours of travel time. The corridor will also integrate with key
National Highways including NH-16, NH-19, NH-14 and NH-12, thereby strengthening
multi-corridor connectivity. Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for the construction
of a 5.6 km long four-lane Dubrajpur Bypass on NH-14, which will help decongest the
densely built-up areas of Dubrajpur town and reduce travel time by nearly one hour. He
will also lay the foundation stone for the construction of additional four-lane major
bridges over the Kangshabati and Shilabati rivers on NH-14.

During the visit, Prime Minister inaugurated and lay the foundation stone for
several shipping and port-related projects. He inaugurated the mechanization project
of Berth No. 2 at Haldia Dock Complex, which will enable efficient, faster and
environment-friendly cargo handling. The project will enhance cargo handling capacity,
facilitate efficient full-rake rail loading systems, improve key performance indicators,
increase safety by reducing human exposure to hazardous operations, and generate
employment. Prime Minister will also inaugurate the rejuvenation project at Khidderpore
Docks (Dock 1 - West).

Prime Minister laid the foundation stone for multiple port infrastructure projects
in the state. These include the mechanization of Berth No. 5 at Haldia Dock Complex of
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port. Other projects include renovation of the Bascule Bridge
at Kolkata Dock System; yard development including drainage systems at Kidderpore
Dock-I (East) and Dock-II (East); bank protection works along the Kolkata riverfront
from the Howrah Bridge pylon to Nimtala Ghat; and construction of a terminal building
for a river cruise terminal and river tourism facility near the Indenture Memorial
complex at Kolkata Dock System.

In the railways sector, Prime Minister will flag off the Purulia-Anand Vihar
Terminal (Delhi) Express, strengthening rail connectivity between West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and the national capital region.

Prime Minister inaugurated six redeveloped railway stations under the Amrit
Station Scheme. These stations include Kamakhyaguri, Anara, Tamluk, Haldia,
Barabhum and Siuri.

Prime Minister dedicated to the nation two railway projects: the 16 km long third
rail line between Belda and Dantan, and the Automatic Block Signalling system between
Kalaikunda and Kanimohuli. These projects will improve train safety and punctuality,
reduce congestion and enhance the overall ease of travel for passengers in the region.

These initiatives reflect the Government’s continued commitment to
strengthening infrastructure, enhancing connectivity and accelerating economic growth
in West Bengal and eastern India.

SANDIPON DASGUPTA /KOLKATA/MAIL/ 1542 HRS
NEELAM DP-I 14.03.2026
REV. PM-SILCHAR
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched various development
projects worth 23 thousand 550 crore rupees from Silchar in Assam today. Mr Modi
performed the 'Bhumi Pujan' or ground breaking ceremony for three projects at



Ambikapur in Silchar. These are, Silchar High-Speed Corridor at a projected cost of 22
thousand 8 hundred and 64 crore rupees, Silchar Town Flyover at a projected cost of
approximately 5 hundred 65 crore rupees, and the Patharkandi Agricultural College at a
projected cost of one hundred 22 crore rupees.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Modi said, southern Assam’s Barak Valley is emerging as
a crucial bridge to connect India with Southeast Asia, while accusing the Congress of
neglecting the region for decades after Independence. He said that North East is now
leading India’s Act East Policy.

Addressing the public gathering in Silchar, the Prime Minister said the Barak Valley once
served as an important trade centre but lost its strategic advantage due to decisions
taken during the Congress era. He alleged that despite ruling the country and the state
for decades, the Congress failed to focus on the development of Barak Valley.

Highlighting infrastructure development, PM Modi said a historic step was taken with
the foundation stone being laid for the Silchar-Shillong high-speed corridor. The project
will be the first access-controlled high-speed expressway in the Northeast. He said, the
166 km corridor, with an investment of around 22 thousand 860 crore rupees, will
significantly improve connectivity between Meghalaya and Assam. Prime Minister said,
the project will reduce the distance between Guwahati and Silchar and cut travel time
from 8.5 hours to approximately 5 hours, boosting economic growth and cross-border
trade in the region.

Mr Modi said, Elevated Corridor on NH-306 from Trunk Road near Capital Point to
Rangirkhari Point in Silchar (Phase-I) will decongest one of Silchar’s busiest roads,
improve connectivity with neighbouring states such as Mizoram, Tripura and Manipur,
and contribute to the economic development of the Barak Valley.

The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone for a new College of Agriculture at
Patharkandi in Karimganj district. The institution will strengthen the ecosystem of
agricultural education and research in Assam and provide students from the Barak
Valley and neighbouring regions access to high-quality agricultural education closer to
home.

On the conditions of war prevailing all around the world, the Prime Minister
said that BJP government is making every possible effort to ensure that the
citizens of the country face the fewest hardships possible. He said that the
Government's objective is to minimise the impact of this war on the nation’'s
citizens.

EINC/PTI/ANI/IANS/1337

14.03.26
INTERMINISTERIAL BRIEFING



Two Indian flagged vessels Shivalik and Nanda Devi have crossed Strait of
Hormuz safely early morning today. Special Secretary at Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Rajesh Kumar Sinha informed about this while addressing the Inter-
Ministerial media briefing in New Delhi this evening. He noted that these vessels are
carrying 92 thousand 700 metric tonnes of LPG. Mr Sinha further informed that the
vessels will arrive at Mundra and Kandla port on 16 and 17™ of this month.

BYTE-RAJESH KUMAR SINHA

Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Sujata
Sharma informed that there is no Dry Out at any retail outlets or LPG
distributorship and sufficient diesel and petrol is available. She added that
there are adequate crude oil inventories in the country. The Joint Secretary
also urged the citizens to refrain from panic booking of LPG Cylinders and
only book when required. She informed that commercial cylinders have been
kept at the disposal for state governments and the distribution of commercial
cylinders in 29 states and UTs has begun. Raids and Inspections are also
being conducted by various state governments to control black marketing
and hoarding of LPG cylinders. On the reported inconvenience caused by
consumers while booking cylinders for their household, the Joint Secretary
said that cylinders can only be booked after 25 days from the previous
delivery date in urban areas and after 45 days in rural areas. She also urged
the citizens to book cylinders digitally and avoid queuing up outside the
distributors.

BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA

Additional Secretary Gulf at Ministry of External Affairs, Aseem
Mahajan informed that 1 lakh 72 thousand Indian Nationals have returned
home from West Asia region since 28" of last month. He added that Air
connectivity is steadily improving with addition of more flights to different
airports in the country. Mr Mahajan said that flights have been operating
from Oman, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar. He also informed that Indian
Nationals who are in Bahrain, Kuwait and Iraq, where direct flights are not
operating, are being assisted with Visa Extension, Transit Visas for onward
Journey via Saudi Arabia.

BYTE-ASEEM MAHAJAN

Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, C
Senthil Rajan urged the people to be cautious of the fake news that is being
peddled on social media.

BYTE-C SENTHIL RAJAN
SAKLEN/BHANU/1723



GAURAV:SUSHMAA EP-I
14.03.26
VP HIMACHAL VISIT

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan has said that Himachal Pradesh has made a
significant contribution to the country’s armed forces and has earned recognition across
the nation for its rich culture, traditions, and warm hospitality. The Vice President was
addressed the 9th Convocation Ceremony of Central University of Himachal Pradesh at
Dharamshala. He said that in the present times, universities should prioritize faculty
development, encourage innovation, and strengthen collaboration so that India’s higher
education system can become globally competitive. Referring to the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047, he said that youth and students are among the most important
stakeholders in achieving this goal. He emphasized inclusive development and said that
no state or section of society should be left behind in the journey of development.
Later, the Vice President visited the State War Memorial and paid floral tributes to the
martyrs. On the occasion, he said that the hills and valleys of Himachal Pradesh have
given birth to generations of brave soldiers whose courage, valour, and patriotism have
brought pride to the nation.

RITESH KAPOOR/SHIMLA/MAIL/1556 HRS.

GAURAV:SUSHMAA EP-I
14.03.26
REV. SHAH PUNJAB RALLY

The Union Home Minister Amit Shah sounded BJP's poll bugle for the next year
assembly elections in Punjab, from Moga district of the state, today. Addressing a
rally named as 'Badlav Rally' at village Killi Chahlan, he assured Punjab that
if voted to power, Bhartiya Janta party will make the state drugs free within
2-years and would legally stop the religious conversion by bringing a bill in
the Assembly.

(BYTE)

He blamed the present AAP government in Punjab for rising crime, drugs,
conversions, corruption and the present situation of farmers. He called upon the people
of the state to bring double engine government pf BJP in power to make the state free
of these menaces and bring it back to prosperity.

(BYTE)
He said the BJP government in the Centre has brought many of those responsible for
1984 Sikh riots to justice.
BYTE

Paying his respects to the Sikh and other revered Gurus and the martyrs from
Punjab, the Home Minister said that the BJP had always entered in the Punjab's political
arena as a younger brother earlier but this time the party is prepared to form next
government in the state under the leadership of the Prime Minister to let the state
regain it's lost glory.

<>RAJESH BALI/PUNJAB/MAIL/1615 HRS



GAURAV EP-I
14.03.2026
AP LPG SUPPLY

The Andhra Pradesh government said there is no need for people to worry about
cooking gas availability and assured that steps are being taken to prevent shortages in
the state. State Finance Minister Payyavula Keshav, Agriculture Minister Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu and Civil Supplies Minister Nadendla Manohar today reviewed the LPG
supply situation with officials and representatives of oil companies at the Civil Supplies
State Office in Kanuru near Vijayawada. Minister Manohar participated virtually. Officials
from civil supplies, information and public relations, police and vigilance departments,
along with representatives of Indian Qil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum, attended the meeting. Speaking to the media later, Finance Minister Keshav
said the government is closely monitoring the situation through a Group of Ministers
and special teams.

ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/1656 HRS

GAURAV EP-II
14.03.2026
AFGHAN-PAK AIRSTRIKES
Afghanistan's Ministry of Defence has said that its forces carried out operations

against Pakistani military positions along the Durand Line, as tensions between the two
neighbours continue to escalate following cross-border airstrikes and artillery
exchanges. In a statement, the Afghan Defence Ministry today said its forces conducted
operations in the eastern zone covering Kunar and Nangarhar provinces in response to
what it described as actions by Pakistan's military regime. During the operation 14
Pakistani soldiers were killed and 11 others injured. The development follows the earlier
airstrike that Pakistan conducted in Afghanistan, which Kabul said caused civilian
casualties and damage to infrastructure.<><>

SAP/ANI/1746 HRS.

GAURAV EP-11
14-03-26

WORLD BOXING- YOUTH

Five Indian youth boxers will be in action in the semi-finals of the World Boxing
Futures Cup 2026 today at the Indoor Stadium Huamark in Bankok. Joyshree Devi
(54kg), Chandrika Pujari (51kg), Gunjan (48kg), Ambekar Meetei (50kg) and
Radhamani Longjam (57kg) will compete for places in the finals scheduled for
tomorrow. India produced a strong showing in the quarter-finals, registering three
Referee Stopped Contest victories and two convincing decisions to guarantee at least
five bronze medals at the tournament, which serves as a qualification pathway for the
Youth Olympic Games 2026 in Dakar, Senegal in November this year.

JPG/NET/1815 HRS



