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The second phase of the 8th Session of the 14th Nagaland Legislative
Assembly resumes today with Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, who also
holds the Finance portfolio, set to present the State Budget for the
financial year 2026—2027. Highlights of today’s business include
discussions on matters of urgent public importance if any, presentation
of CAG reports and the supplementary demand for grants for the year
2025-26, among other businesses. The house will held discussion on
the State Budget tomorrow.
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Government convened an All-Party Meeting on the West Asia situation
at the Parliament House complex in New Delhi, last evening. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting, which was attended by
Home Minister Amit Shah, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju, JDU Working President Sanjay Jha, Rajiv Ranjan (Lalan) Singh,
and other leaders. Talking to media after the meeting, Mr. Rijiju thanked
members of all parties who participated, stating that all questions and
concerns raised by opposition leaders were addressed by the
government. He added that all opposition parties have assured their
support for the government in the measures it takes in response to the
current situation.

”<><><>”

The Government said, the country has the capacity of refining 26 crore
tonne crude oil and urged citizens to stop believing in rumours and avoid
panic buying. Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Sujata Sharma said this while addressing an inter-ministerial briefing on
recent developments in West Asia held yesterday.
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In view of the bye-election to the Koridang Assembly Constituency
under Mokokchung district, the Office of the Chairman, Ceasefire
Monitoring Group (CFMG)/ Ceasefire Supervisory Board (CFSB), has
issues a set of security instructions to ensure a peaceful electoral
process. The bye-election, as scheduled by the Election Commission of
India, will be held on April 9, while the counting of votes is slated for May
4. The Board emphasized the need for all factions of the NSCN to
adhere to the core objective of maintaining peace during the election
period. As part of the measures, a blanket ban has been imposed on the
carrying of weapons of any kind within Mokokchung district. The



restriction came into effect from yesterday , and will remain in force until
further notice. The decision to lift the ban will be taken after May 4,
depending on the prevailing law and order situation. The directive
also applies to all cadres, including those holding special Ceasefire
Identity Cards. Authorities have urged all stakeholders, and the general
public, to extend full cooperation to ensure the smooth and peaceful
conduct of the bye-election.
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A State Level Seminar and Market Linkage Programme on Spices was
held yesterday in Dimapur . The programme was organised by the
Spices Board India under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to
promote spice cultivation and strengthen market linkages in the
Northeast. Addressing the gathering, Additional Secretary for
Horticulture, Razouvollie Dozo, said that despite favourable conditions
for farming, Nagaland continues to face weak and unstructured market
systems. He stressed that the key challenge lies not in production but in
marketing, quality control, and meeting export standards. Mr. Dozo
highlighted the need for collective efforts involving government agencies,
entrepreneurs, and Farmer Producer Organisations, while emphasising
the vital role of youth in value addition and marketing. Deputy Director of
Agriculture, Dr. Cressida Jamir, also underscored issues such as low
production volume, poor infrastructure, and lack of post-harvest
management. Meanwhile, Chief General Manager, M Junction, Rituraj
Hazarika spoke on digital marketing strategies, including e-auctions, to
directly connect farmers with buyers and ensure better pricing and

income
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