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BYTE-ASEEM MAHAJAN
NSD
REV RS-RURAL DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION
Minister for Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan has defended
the renaming of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
MGNREGA to Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) VB G RAM G. Replying to a discussion on the working of Ministry of
Rural Development in the Rajya Sabha today, Mr Chouhan highlighted that
under NDA rule, the scheme is being implemented much better than the UPA
rule. He said, UPA Government had spent two lakh 12 thousand 409 crore
rupees for the scheme from 2006-07 to 2014 but Narendra Modi led NDA
Government has eight lakh 58 thousand 346 crore for it. Mr Chouhan said
that the opposition is playing politics over the renaming of the Rural
Employment Act.
S/B - SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN
He said, Jawahar Rozgar Yojana was going on than it was changed to
NREGA and the name Mahatma Gandhi was added later. The Minister said
that over 600 government schemes were named after the former Prime
Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi and one family
was promoted.



<><><> SUPARNA/ ANUPAM/ ANAND/ 1621

JITENDRA- FUTURE SUMMIT

Science And Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has emphasized
that building a strong green economy is essential for ensuring long-term
environmental stability and sustainable growth. Addressing the 10th
Sustainable Business Future Summit today in New Delhi, Dr Singh highlighted
that country’s transition towards green infrastructure must be seamless and
driven by energy-based innovations. He noted that emerging technologies in
clean energy, sustainable urban planning and smart resource management
are playing a crucial role in transforming the nation’s infrastructure while
reducing the carbon footprint. He noted that the world is withessing a major
paradigm shift in its economic structure, moving beyond conventional
manufacturing towards regenerative, recycling, and sustainable processes.
The Minister said that India must align itself with global strategies, priorities,
and benchmarks to remain competitive and relevant.

(BYTE- DR JITENDRA SINGH IN GNR MAIL)

LS-AGRICULTURE

The Government has enhanced the Budget allocation of the
Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare from 21 thousand 933 crore
during 2013-14 to 1 lakh 27 thousand 290 crore during 2025-26. This was
stated by the Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Bhagirath
Choudhary in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today. He said that
the government has launched various schemes for the welfare of farmers by
increasing production, remunerative returns and income support. He said
that 18 thousand 825 clusters have been formed covering 9 lakh hectares
and registration of 19 lakh farmers so far. The Minister added that urea is
provided to the farmers at a statutorily notified Maximum Retail Price
irrespective of the cost of production. The Government has also taken various
initiatives to promote farming as a viable career option for youth. The Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has set up 731 Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKSs) in the rural districts of the country.
<><><> AKSHIT/ 1640

SANJIO::RZ EP-I 17/03/2026
KERALAM-EC-TRANSFER
In Keralam, the Election Commission of India has transferred five



senior officials and appointed new officers to their posts. The newly
appointed officers have been directed to assume charge before tomorrow
morning. According to the Commission’s order, DIG-level officers Narayan
and Thomson Jose have been posted as the new Police Commissioners of
Kozhikode and Thrissur respectively. Inbasekhar will take charge as the new
District Collector of Alappuzha. S. Vandana has been appointed as the
Revenue Divisional Officer of Taliparamba, while Sachin Krishna will serve as
the District Registrar General in Kannur. It has also been directed that the
officials who have been transferred out should not be assigned any election
related duties.
<><><> SMITHY M PALLURUTHY/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
MAIL/ 1748
SANJIO EP-I 17.03.2026
BHARAT TRIBES FEST

Bharat Tribes Fest 2026 will commence in the national capital from
tomorrow, showcasing the cultural heritage and entrepreneurship of tribal
communities. The fest is being organised by Tribal Cooperative Marketing
Development Federation of India at Sunder Nursery and will be inaugurated
by the Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram. The fest will be held from 18th
to 30th of this month. Bharat Tribes Fest 2026 will feature over 200 stalls
representing 78 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras and more than 300 tribal artisans
from across the country.
<><>SAKLEN/ISHANI/1718
SANJIO EP-I 17.03.2026
REV. INTER MINISTERIAL BRIEFING

Special Secretary at the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Rajesh Kumar Sinha informed that all the Indian sailors and ships are safe in
the Gulf region. Mr Sinha informed this while addressing the Inter Ministerial
Briefing on Recent Developments in West Asia in New Delhi. He noted that
161 Indian sailors have been repatriated and brought back to India after
signing off in the Gulf region in the last 24 hours. Mr Sinha also noted that the
second LPG carrier, Nanda Devi, reached Kandla port, early this morning and
now cargo is being discharged from both the LPG carriers.

(BYTE RAJESH KUMAR SINHA)
Addresing the briefing, Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Sujata Sharma today said that petrol and diesel are available in
sufficient quantity throughout the country. She said that, the Government is



making efforts to encourage commercial LPG consumers to shift to Piped
Natural Gas. Joint Secretary also said that the Government has written to all
State Governments and Union Territories, requesting that pending
permissions for pipeline laying be granted deemed approval, and that new
applications be approved within 24 hours. (BYTE-SUJATA SHARMA)

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar discussed global challenges, with a
particular focus on the situation in West Asia and its impact on energy
security, with foreign ministers of various European Union countries during
his recent visit to Brussels. Spokesperson of Ministry of External Affairs,
Randhir Jaiswal informed about this in the briefing. He further informed that
the ministes also underlined the need for dialogue and diplomacy to be
drafted to bring an early end to this conflict.
BYTE-RANDHIR JAISWAL

Additional Secretary Gulf at the Ministry of External Affairs, Aseem
Mahajan informed that the mission team of India is on the ground to assist for
the early return of the 15 Indian crew members of the oil tanker Safesea
Vishnu. He shared that the crew members are currently residing in a hotel in
Basra. Mr Mahajan added that they are also coordinating with the concerned
Iraqi authorities for the early repatriation of the mortal remains of the Indian
national who lost his life in the incident.

BYTE-ASEEM MAHAJAN
SAKLEN/VISHNU/1653
SANJIO EP-I1 17-03-2026

ISRAEL-LARIJANI KILLED

Israel’s Defence Minister, Israel Katz, has claimed that Iran’s security
chief Ali Larijani has been killed in an airstrike last night. However, there has
been no comment from Iran yet. Ali Larijani is the influential secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC). He was appointed in
August 2025 as secretary of the SNSC as the representative of Iran’s late
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to the council. He has also been
described as an adviser to the late supreme leader. He also served as speaker
of Iran's parliament for 12 years, from 2008 to 2020. Israel’s military also
claimed that it had killed Basij paramilitary force commander Gholamreza



Soleimani in a strike in central Tehran. According to reports, since 2019,
Soleimani headed the Basij forces, making him a key figure in Iran’s internal
security apparatus. The Basij force with an estimated 4,50,000 personnel, is

part of Iran’s armed forces and has been involved in internal security
operations.
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