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GAURAYV:: MADHVI DPP 23.03.2026
LS - RS - MARTYRDOM DAY

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha today paid tributes to freedom fighters
and revolutionaries Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev on the occasion of
their Martyrdom Day. Paying homage, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said
that at a very young age, these brave heroes fought valiantly for the
freedom of the country and made the supreme sacrifice for the nation. He
said, their courage, valour, and unwavering patriotism laid the foundation
of a free and strong India. Mr Birla said, the immortal saga of their bravery
continues to inspire the country’s youth and the entire nation.

(Byte - Om Birla)

Rajya Sabha Chairman C. P. Radhakrishnan said that on 23rd March

1931, the country observes Martyrdom Day in memory of Bhagat Singh,



Shivaram Rajguru, and Sukhdev Thapar, who laid down their lives for the
nation. He said, their unparalleled courage, indomitable spirit, and supreme
sacrifice remain a shining chapter in the country’s struggle for freedom and
continue to evoke deep respect and gratitude from every citizen. Mr.
Radhakrishnan said their martyrdom was not merely an episode in the
history of the country’s freedom movement, but it was a defining moment
that awakened the conscience of the nation and inspired millions to rise in
unity against colonial rule. Rajya Sabha Chairman urged everyone to
reaffirm their resolve to uphold the constitutional values and democratic
principles for which these martyrs stood, and work unitedly for a strong,
inclusive, and progressive India.
(Byte - C. P. Radhakrishnan)
<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/MAIL/ 1128 HRS

GAURAYV :: MADHVI DPP 23.03.2026
LS - KERALAM FUND

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that a total of
around 312 crore rupees have been sanctioned to Keralam under the
National Disaster Mitigation Fund, but the state government has not
utilized this fund. Replying to supplemnentries during Question Hour in the
Lok Sabha, Mrs Sitharaman said that the next tranche of funds would only
be released when the concerned State government submitted the
Utilization Certificate. She said, despite the allocation, the Keralam
Government has not even drawn the approved amount. She said that out
of the total sanctioned amount, 72 crore rupees are for risk mitigation
projects in the landslide-affected areas of Wayanad, and over 222 crore
rupees are for the urban flood risk management programme for
Thiruvananthapuram.

(BYTE - Nirmala Sitharaman)
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SHUKLA MP-I 23.03.2026
MINES AUCTION

Union Coal and Mines Minister G. Kishan Reddy will launch the 7th
Tranche of Auction of Critical and Strategic Mineral Blocks today. The 7
Tranche will offer 19 blocks across several States under Mining Lease and
Composite Licence. These blocks comprise a diverse basket of minerals



essential for sectors such as clean energy, advanced technologies,
fertilizers and strategic industries. Ministry of Mines said that auction will be
conducted online through a transparent two-stage ascending forward
auction process, wherein the successful bidder will be selected based on
the highest percentage of value of mineral dispatched quoted. It noted that
as of now the Ministry has launched six tranches of auctions, with 46
critical and strategic mineral blocks already auctioned.

CB/PRIYA/0402
GAURAV DP-I 23.03.2026
PATIL JAL JEEVAN MISSION

Union Minister of Jal Shakti C R Patil today said that over 16 crore
homes have been provided accessibility to tap water under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. The Minister said this while addressing the inaugural session of
World Water Day Conclave 2026 in New Delhi. The Minister said that the
Conclave will act as a platform for providing suggestions and sharing ideas
on water conservation and sustainable water management. Mr Patil lauded
initiatives like Namami Gange Mission and reaffirmed government's
commitment of cleaning river water. The Minister further urged the citizens
to adopt the practice of conserving and storing water.

(BYTE - CR Patil - IN GNR Mail)

The World Water Day conclave serves as a national platform for
dialogue, innovation, and collaboration for sustainable water management.
The conclave brought together policymakers, industry leaders, academia,
startups, MSMEs, and young innovators to co-create scalable, technology-
driven solutions. On the occasion, the Minister felicitated Jal Shakti
Hackathon winners, recognising innovative and impactful solutions in the
water sector. The event was also attended by Jal Shakti MOS V Somanna,
MOS Raj Bhushan Choudhary and officials from various departments.
<><>SAMARTH/BHANU/1138

SHUKLA MP-I 23.03.2026
NOMINATIONS-ASSEMBLY POLLS

The filing of nomination papers for assembly elections in Assam,
Keralam and Puducherry will end today. Polling in the two states and the
Union Territory will be held in a single phase on Sth of next month. The
scrutiny of nomination papers will be taken up tomorrow. Last date for
withdrawal of candidature is 26th of March. In Tamil Nadu, voting will take
place in a single phase on 23rd of April. In West Bengal, voting will be



conducted in two phases on 23rd and 29th of April. The notification for
Tamil Nadu and for the first phase of Assembly polls in West Bengal will be
issued on 30th of this month. Notification for the second phase of polling in
West Bengal will be issued on 2nd of April. Counting of votes for all four
states and the Union Territory will be held on the 4th of May. The term of
126-member Assam Assembly will end on 20th of May, while that of 140-
member Keralam Assembly on 23rd of May. The 30-member Puducherry
Assembly will complete its term on 15th of June. The term of the 234-
member Tamil Nadu Assembly will end on 10th of May, while that of 294-
member West Bengal Assembly on 7th of May.
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GAURAV DP-11 23.03.2026
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY

World Meteorological Day is being observed today globally. The
theme for this year is "Observing today, protecting tomorrow." Every year,
on 23rd of March, the World Meteorological Organization commemorates
the coming into force of the Convention establishing the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) on 23rd of March in 1950. It
showcases the essential contribution of Meteorological and Hydrological
Services to the safety and wellbeing of society and is celebrated with
activities around the world. The themes chosen for World Meteorological
Day reflect topical weather, climate or water-related issues. WMO
Secretary-General, Celeste Saulo, said in her message that behind each
forecast there are millions of observations which are processed in the
unique international network coordinated by WMO.

CHIRAG/NET/1005 HRS
SWATI EP-I 22.03.2026

EVE IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning and gusty winds over Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada and Uttarakhand
during the next two days. IMD said that similar conditions are likely to
prevail over East Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Sub
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim. The Met Department has predicted hot



and humid weather conditions over Kerala, Mahe, Konkan and Goa
tomorrow. It has also forecast a gradual rise in maximum temperatures by
3 to 5 degree celsius over Central India during the next 5 days.
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