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DESK
NEW MODI - CARNEY TALKS

India and Canada today exchanged three agreements in different areas including critical mineral
cooperation, promoting the use of renewable energy and cultural cooperation. The agreements were
signed following delegation level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Canadian
counterpart Mark Carney in New Delhi. Both leaders reviewed the progress achieved so far across
diverse areas of the India-Canada Strategic Partnership. Addressing a joint press meet after the talks,
Prime Minister Modi said, the current situation in West Asia is a matter of deep concern. He said,
India supports the resolution of all disputes through dialogue and diplomacy.



(S/B-PM-ON WEST ASIA CONFLICT-21 SECS)

Prime Minister Modi said India and Canada have set an ambitious target to expand bilateral
trade to 50 billion dollars by 2030. He added that the two sides today decided to establish the India-
Canada Defence Dialogue. Prime Minister Carney said, Canada is renewing its relationship with India
and expanding its ties. He said, Canada and India are building a strong foundation in trade, Defence
and energy. Later, Prime Minister Modi and his Canadian counterpart took part in the India-Canada
CEOs Forum. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Modi said, today, India is the world's fastest-growing
major economy. The Prime Minister said, behind this transformation is the strength of robust
domestic demand, a young population, large-scale investment and digital technology. Prime Minister
Mark Carney is on a four day visit to India since Friday.
<><><>

The External Affairs Ministry has said, the Canadian Prime Minister's visit to India marks an
important inflection point in relations between the two countries. P. Kumaran, Secretary (East) said
this in a media Briefing on Mr Carney's India visit.

(S/B-MEA-ENERGY-30 SECS)

SANJIO EP-I 02.03.2026
PREZ- IAS MEET

President Droupadi Murmu today said that Indian Administrative Service officers
have a crucial role in the nation-building process and must rise above departmental
boundaries to strengthen governance across the country. The officers, inducted from
the State Civil Services and attending the 128th Induction Training Programme at the
Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, called on the President at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.

Addressing the officers, the President said, they now carry responsibilities that
extend far beyond district or state priorities. She stressed that these greater
responsibilities require a broader national perspective that dismantles administrative
silos and promotes collaboration. She said that collective professionalism, coordination
and commitment are essential to enhance institutional coherence and strengthen the
machinery of governance.

The President emphasized that the officers are no longer administrators of a
particular region, but custodians of governance standards to be upheld across the
nation. She said, every decision they make should align with the vision of building a
Viksit Bharat by 2047. President Murmu further said that as IAS officers, they will be
expected to implement policies effectively to fulfil the needs and aspirations of the
people. She advised them to be guided by their valuable experience and the spirit of
*‘Nation First” while taking on more complex challenges.

Emphasising inclusive development, the President said, India’s transformation
into a developed nation will be meaningful only when its benefits reach the most
vulnerable and deprived sections. She urged the officers to ensure that no community
is left behind due to geographical, social or economic reasons.
<><>ANUPAM/ISHANI/ 1540 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 02.03.2026
JITENDRA- US DELEGATION



Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today said that India and the
United States should move towards a structured India-Delaware partnership in
advanced bio manufacturing. Holding a meeting with visiting US delegation led by
Delaware Governor Matt Meyer in New Delhi, Dr Singh proposed the creation of a
small working group to translate discussions into concrete collaborations in research,
manufacturing and start-up ecosystems. He underlined that science, technology and
biotechnology form a key pillar of the India-US comprehensive strategic partnership.
The Minister highlighted the country’s emergence as a global hub for biotechnology
and pharmaceutical innovation, with capabilities spanning research and development
to large-scale and cost-efficient manufacturing. During the meeting, both sides focused
on bilateral collaboration in pharma, biotechnology, clean energy and innovation-led
industrial growth.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/DIPENDRA/1837

SANJIO:: HC EP-I1 02-03-
2026
AMIT SHAH-PARIBARTAN YATRA

Senior BIP leader and Union Minister Amit Shah today launched the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s “Paribartan Yatra” from Raidighi in South 24 Parganas, asserting that
the people of West Bengal were now seeking change. Mr. Shah said, the people in the
state are distressed under what he described as the misrule of the ruling All India
Trinamool Congress. In his address, Mr. Shah mounted a sharp attack on Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and the Trinamool Congress leadership. Alleging the
prevalence of dynastic politics, he claimed that in West Bengal there were attempts to
promote Abhishek Banerjee as the next Chief Minister.

He also alleged that corruption was rampant under the present dispensation and
accused the state government of allowing development to slide. The Union Home
Minister further raised the issue of infiltration, reiterating the BJP’s long-standing
charge that illegal immigration was a major concern in the state. He asserted that his
party was committed to ensuring that infiltrators would be removed from the country.

Mr. Shah inaugurated the yatra in the presence of state BIP president Sukanta
Majumdar and other party leaders. The BJP has announced that the Paribartan Yatra
will be taken out from nine different locations across West Bengal as part of a
statewide mobilisation campaign ahead of the Assembly elections. <><>

Susmita Mandal, Avirup Bhattacharya,
MAIL, 1647 HRS
SANJIO EP-I1I
02.03.2026

WAR-WEST ASIA UPDATE - 1

Conflict in West Asia has intensified as Iran and joint forces of Israel and America
have launched new wave of missile and drone attacks. Iran and Iranian-backed militias



continue to strike US assets across the Gulf countries including United Arab Emirates,
Kuwait and Bahrain after the killing of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and top
Iranian officials. On the other hand, Israel and the United States pounded targets in
Iran. Britain, France and Germany have said, they are ready to work with the US to
counter Iran's attacks, and a group of Gulf countries said it reserved the right to
respond to Iranian strikes.

Oman’s Maritime Security Centre has reported that an oil tanker was attacked by
an explosive-laden boat while sailing 52 nautical miles off the coast of Muscat
Governorate. At least one crew member was killed after the attack resulted in
a fire and an explosion in the engine room.

Qatar’s Ministry of Defence announced that two missile attacks struck energy-
related sites in the country, with no reported injuries or fatalities.

Three U.S. F-15E Strike Eagles flying in support of Operation Epic Fury
went down last night over Kuwait in what American military officials
described as an apparent friendly fire incident, with all six aircrew safely
recovered. Officials said, during active combat involving attacks from
Iranian aircraft, ballistic missiles, and drones, the U.S. Air Force jets were
mistakenly shot down by Kuwaiti air defences.

Amid the growing tension, top Iranian security official Ali Larijani has said that
Iran will not negotiate with the United States. Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
has strongly condemned the recent US air strikes that killed Iran’s Supreme Leader Al
Khamenei. Mr. Araghchi described the strikes as an unlawful act of aggression and
asserted that Iran’s actions constitute self-defence. US President Donald Trump said,
Washington would avenge the deaths of three American troops who were killed in
Kuwait. In a social media post, Mr. Trump said, nine Iranian warships had been sunk
and that the Iranian navy's headquarters had been largely destroyed. The US military
said B-2 stealth bombers struck Iran's ballistic missile facilities with two thousand
pound bombs.

The Israeli Air Force today reported missile launches from Iran targeting Israeli
territory. Saudi Arabia said, it intercepted drones targeting its Ras Tanura oil refinery.
Saudi state television says authorities temporarily have shut down the Ras Tanura
refinery near Dammam after the drone attack.

Reza Najafi, Iran’s ambassador to the UN nuclear watchdog, says the country’s
sprawling nuclear facility at Natanz was struck during US and Israeli military operations
yesterday. Several loud explosions were also heard in Irbil, the capital of northern
Iraq's Kurdish region. Hezbollah said, it fired missiles from Lebanon into Israel today
in response to the killing of Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. Israel retaliated
with strikes on Beirut. In the attack 31 people lost their lives. Israel said, crossings to
Gaza, where much-needed humanitarian aid passes, will remain closed while the war



with Iran continues. Israeli government has said that the restrictions imposed
nationwide remain unchanged until Wednesday night.

Cyprus has said that drone that hit British military base, caused limited damage.
Amid the rising conflict, the World Health Organisation called for the sparing of
civilians and health care facilities in the West Asia. Jordan’s Civil Aviation Regulatory
Commission says, the country’s airspace will be closed to all aircraft from 15:00 GMT
to 06:00 GMT every day starting today until further notice.

<<>> PARAS/KAUMUDEE/NET/CB/1830

SANJIO EP-1I 02.03.2026
CASUALITIES- WEST ASIA WAR

Israel’s air force says it dropped more than 1,200 munitions across 24 out of the
Iran’s 31 provinces over the past day in its joint attack with the US. So far, Iran has
launched strikes across nine countries in the region including Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. An Iranian drone
also struck a runway at a UK military base in Cyprus. Most of these attacks have been
intercepted.

According to Red Crescent, 555 people have been killed across Iran in joint US-
Israeli attacks. The deadliest incident occurred in the city of Minab in southeastern
Iran, where a strike on an elementary girls school has killed about 180 young children.
An Iranian ballistic missile strike on central Israel’s Beit Shemesh killed nine people and
injured more than 20. One woman in the Tel Aviv area was also killed after being
struck by falling shrapnel.

Four US soldiers had been killed in action and five seriously injured by Iranian
attacks in Kuwait.

Bahrain's Ministry of Interior confirmed that an Asian worker was killed when
debris from an intercepted missile fell onto a foreign vessel undergoing maintenance in
Salman Industrial City.

Iragi state media and sources within Kataib Hezbollah confirmed that two
fighters were killed and five were injured in US and Israel strikes in Jurf al-Sakher
base, in southern Iraq, which houses the Popular Mobilisation Forces.

Kuwait's Ministry of Health said one person had been killed and 32 injured in a
drone targeted Kuwait International Airport.

The Lebanon Health Ministry has said that Israeli air strikes in retaliation to Hezbollah's
attacks have killed at least 31 people and injured 149 in Lebanon.

Three people in the UAE were killed including a Pakistani national and 58 others
injured when debris from intercepted missiles and drones fell on a residential area near
Zayed International Airport in Abu Dhabi.
<<>>KAUMUDEE/NET/1841



