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GAURAV DP-I
16.03.2026

PM-MATUA MELA

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended
greetings to all devotees and participants of the Matua Dharma Mela. In a
social media post, Mr Modi noted that this occasion is associated with the
Jayanti of Purna Brahma Shree Shree Harichand Thakur, whose thoughts
and teachings continue to give strength and hope to several people. Mr
Modi said that they awakened a powerful movement for dignity, equality
and devotion and inspired generations to walk the path of righteousness,
harmony and collective upliftment. The Prime Minister noted that the rich
and vibrant traditions of the Matua culture reflect a deep spiritual strength
and an unbreakable commitment to equality. He added that it significantly
enriches the social fabric of the nation. Mr Modi further added that over the
past decade, central government has been deeply committed to the
welfare, empowerment and dignity of the Matua community.
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RS-NAIDU WEST ASIA FLIGHTS

Minister for Civil Aviation K Ram Mohan Naidu has said that over two
lakh 19 thousand people have travelled to India amid the conflict in West



Asia. Replying to supplemetaries in the Rajya Sabha today, Mr Naidu
informed that safety of operations remains the topmost priority and
whenever the airspace was available, the carriers operated. He said, there
is 24x7 communications with the air regulators of the concerned countries
and whenever there was a slot to operate, Indian carriers operated. The
Minister said, due to the closure of airspace in West Asia, Indian carriers
cancelled over four thousand three hundred flights and over 11 hundred
flights were cancelled by foreign carriers.

(BYTE : RAM MOHAN NAIDU)
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LS-NIRMALA DEBT RECOVERY

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the government
has taken concrete measures to ensure rigorous and uniform assessment
of mortgaged assets by banks and financial institutions. Replying to
supplementaries in the Lok Sabha during Question Hour today, Ms
Sitharaman said that master directions have been issued by the Reserve
Bank of India RBI to Banks and Financial Institutions on the assessment of
mortgaged assets. She said, a strict Standard Operating Procedure SOP is
in place for that. The Minister said, RBI has directed these regulated
entities to have a Board-approved policy in place for the valuation of
properties, including collaterals accepted for their exposures. She said, the
valuation is done by professionally qualified independent valuers. The
Minister said that the Banks and Housing Finance Companies HFCs are also
required to empanel professionally qualified independent valuers for
conducting such valuations. She said, Banks and Financial Institutions shall
obtain a minimum of two independent Valuation Reports in respect of
properties valued above a certain threshold like 50 crore rupees in case of
banks and 75 lakh rupees in case of HFCs. Ms Sitharaman said, to ensure
transparency and efficiency in the auction process, Debt Recovery
Tribunals across the country have been directed to ensure that all auctions
by the Tribunals are conducted only through e- auctions. She said, in order
to ensure that listing and auction of properties take place in a seamless
manner, a portal namely e-bikray platform was made operational in
February, 2019. The Minister said, the portal has been comprehensively
revamped to provide a state-of-the-art integrated platform for listing and



auction of properties under the SARFAESI Act, 2002 and the RDB Act,
1993. She said, this revamped portal namely BAANKNET has been

launched in January last year.
<><>ANUPAM/DIPENDRA/1307
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REV. INTER-MINISTERIAL BRIEFING

Special Secretary at the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Rajesh Kumar Sinha today informed that the LPG carrier Shivalik will be
reaching this evening. Addressing at the Inter Ministerial Briefing on Recent
Developments in West Asia in New Delhi, Mr Sinha informed that the
Indian vessel Nanda Devi will arrive tomorrow. He said that
documentation, and priority berthing have been arranged at the port to
ensure no delay in the discharge of cargo by LPG carrier Shivalik today.
He added that an Indian flagged vessel Jag Laadki which sailed from the
UAE is safely on route to India. Mr Sinha informed that the vessel is
carrying about 81 thousand tonnes of Murban crude oil. He also said that
all Indian seafarers in the Persian Gulf area are safe and no incident has
been reported in the last 24 hours.

(BYTE- RAJESH SINHA)
Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Sujata Sharma
informed that Crude oil is available in sufficient quantity and all refineries
are operating at their highest capacity across the country. She added that
petrol pumps are functioning normally and no dry outs are reported
anywhere. The Joint Secretary also informed that Deliveries made through
Delivery Authentication Code have increased from 53 percent last month to
72 percent now. She said inspections are being conducted to prevent black
marketing and hoarding.

(BYTE- SUJATA SHARMA)
Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that around
550 Indian nationals in Iran have crossed into Armenia through land
border. He added that 90 Indian nationals nationals from Iran have crossed
over into Azerbaijan through the land border and these movements were
facilitated by the Indian embassy in Tehran. Mr Jaiswal also informed that
the Indian Embassy continues to be fully functional amid difficulties. He



said, for the last few days, they have also been able to relocate students
who were outside Tehran to cities which are safer for them.
(BYTE-RANDHIR JAISWAL)
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EVE RS - BILL

The Rajya Sabha has taken up discussion on the Appropriation bill
2026. The Bill seeks to authorise payment and appropriation of certain
further sums from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the
services of the financial year 2025-26. Lok Sabha has already passed the
bill last week.

Beginning the discussion Shaktisinh Gohil of Congress raised the
issue of LPG supply in the country in the wake of conflict in West Asia and
the closing of the Strait of Hormuz. He also raised the issue of mandatory
use of nano urea alleging that farmers are being forced by dealers to buy
nano urea along with fertilizers.
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JAISHANKAR-ARMENIA

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar thanked the Government
and the people of Armenia for facilitating the safe evacuation of over 550
Indian nationals from Iran so far. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar also
appreciate their support in these challenging times.
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