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BISHAL DP-1 06.03.2026
REV PM - WEBINAR AGRICULTURE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Agriculture remains the
backbone of India’s economy and a strategic pillar for the country's long-term
development journey. Addressing a Post Budget Webinar on the theme
Agriculture and Rural Transformation through video conferencing, Mr Modi
said, the government has consistently taken several steps to strengthen the
agriculture sector. He said, this year’s Union Budget gives a strong push to
agriculture and rural transformation. Mr Modi highlighted that India is
currently witnessing record production across food grains, pulses and
oilseeds.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi stressed on the need to strengthen chemical-free
farming and natural farming with focus on exports. He said, in the Union
Budget 2026-27, the government has also focused on high-value agriculture



product. Mr Modi said, around ten crore farmers have received more than
four lakh crore rupees under the flagship initiative PM Kisan Samman Nidhi.
He added that claims worth around two lakh crore rupees have been settled
so far under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana. Mr Modi said,
government has generated around nine crore digital Farmer IDs.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, the government is placing a strong
emphasis on bringing technology into agriculture. He added that
today, market access has been democratised through eNAM. Mr
Modi highlighted that the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, the
Swamitva Yojana, the PM Gramin Sadak Yojana, and financial
assistance to self-help groups have continuously strengthened the
rural economy. He added that the animal husbandry sector is a
high-growth pillar of the rural economy. Mr Modi highlighted that
the government has successfully achieved the target of creating
three crore Lakhpati Didis and the country has set a target to add
another three crore Lakhpati Didi by 2029.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

The Post-Budget Webinar focuses on promoting high-value agriculture
by unlocking the potential of crops such as cashew, coconut, sandalwood,
agarwood, almonds, walnuts and pine nuts. The sessions will also deliberate
upon private sector investment and entrepreneurship in the animal
husbandry value chain, integrated development of reservoirs and Amrit
Sarovars for fisheries, and expanding market access for products made by
rural women entrepreneurs through Self Help Entrepreneurs.
<><>DIPENDRA/1236

GAURAV::HC EP-I 06.03.2026
REV. EVE AMIT SHAH ODISHA VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today said India will be free from
Naxalism by the end of this month. Addressing the 57th Raising Day
ceremony of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) in Cuttack of Odisha,
Mr Shah said security forces will completely dismantle the Maoists’ dream of
a Red Corridor stretching from Tirupati to Pashupatinath. He praised the
contribution of CISF in anti-Naxal operations in states like Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Telangana. The Union Home Minister said CISF plays a
crucial role in safeguarding the country’s industrial infrastructure and
currently provides security to 70 airports and 361 vital installations across the



country. He added that the government has decided to entrust the security of
all ports to the CISF. Mr Shah also said CISF has been made the nodal agency
for drone security and a separate vertical will be created for this purpose.
In a separate event, the Home Minister inaugurated a new
sulphuric acid plant at the premises of Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative (IFFCO) Limited in Paradip of Odisha. The plant has
been set up at an estimated cost of 750 crore rupees. Addressing
the gathering on the occasion, Mr Shah said Odisha is moving
steadily on the path of development and will withess growth
similar to Gujarat in the coming years. He highlighted the success
of the cooperative movement in India, noting that IFFCO, owned
by nearly five crore farmers, plays a crucial role in supporting the
country’s agricultural sector. The new sulphuric acid plant will
have the capacity to produce 2000 tonnes of sulphuric acid per
day. It is expected to boost industrial output while improving
environmental efficiency. The plant is also likely to reduce imports
of nearly six lakh metric tonnes of sulphuric acid, helping save
valuable foreign exchange.
<><>Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, MAIL, 1759 HRS

BISHAL DP-1 06.03.2026
RAJNATH - SELF RELIANCE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that self-reliance is the only
way to stay relevant and ready in the present era of uncertainty. Mr Singh
said this after inaugurating Sagar Sankalp - Reclaiming India’s Maritime
Glory, a defence and maritime dialogue in Kolkata, West Bengal. He
emphasised that the current global situation has led to the realignment of
supply chains, formation of new equations, and constant rise in maritime
activities. The Minister reaffirmed the Government’s resolve of attaining
self-reliance in every field.

(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Minister pointed out that the Government’s efforts are yielding
positive results as, the domestic defence production surpassed a record
figure of one lakh 50 thousand crore rupees in 2024-25. He said, the defence
exports has also touched an all-time high of 24 thousand crore rupees.
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