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REV. WEST ASIA FLIGHTS

The Indian airlines are set to operate 58 flights between India and
Gulf region today to facilitate the movement of stranded passengers in
West Asia due to the ongoing conflict. The Ministry of Civil Aviation said in
a statement that Indian carriers are planning to operate 58 flights today,
including 30 by IndiGo and 23 by Air India and Air India Express. The
ministry said that it is continuously monitoring the evolving airspace
situation in parts of West Asia and its impact on international flight
operations. Till date, 1 thousand 221 flights by Indian carriers and 388
flights by foreign carriers have been cancelled due to the ongoing situation.
The Ministry further stated that Indian carriers have undertaken calibrated
adjustments to their schedules, with long-haul and ultra long-haul
operations being progressively resumed through alternative routings that
avoid restricted airspace.

The Ministry also asserted that it is in continuous touch with airlines
and is closely monitoring airfares to ensure that there is no undue surge in
ticket prices during this period. It added that all airlines have been advised
to maintain transparent communication with passengers and ensure
adherence to regulatory requirements concerning refunds, rescheduling,
and passenger assistance. Passengers are advised to check the latest flight
status directly with their respective airlines before proceeding to the airport
and to rely only on official sources for updates.

CB/BHANU/CHIRAG/0655
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04.03.2026
IAEA DG - IRAN NUCLEAR

The Director General of the International Atomic Energy Association
(IAEA), Rafael Mariano Grossi, has said that there has been no evidence of
Iran building a nuclear bomb. In a social media post, Mr Grossi said that



Iran's large stockpile of near-weapons grade enriched uranium and refusal
to grant inspectors full access are cause for serious concern. Mr Grossi
further said that he has been very clear and consistent in his reports on
Iran's nuclear programme. He said that his previous reports indicate that
unless and until Iran assists the IAEA in resolving the outstanding
safeguards issues, the agency will not be in a position to provide assurance
that Iran's nuclear programme is exclusively peaceful.
CHIRAG/NET/1212 HRS
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FINLAND PRESIDENT VISIT

President of Finland Alexander Stubb arrived in New Delhi this
morning on a state visit to India. He was received by Minister of State for
External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh. President Stubb was accorded a
ceremonial welcome and a Guard of Honour at the airport. Mr Stubb is also
the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker at the Raisina Dialogue 2026.

Upon his arrival in New Delhi, Mr Stubb in a social media post said
that his visit will further strengthen the relations between Finland and India
including in the area of trade.

Welcoming President of Finland to India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that his visit will take India-Finland relations to new heights. Mr
Modi added that he eagerly look forward to their meeting tomorrow and
President’s Stubb’s keynote address at the Raisina Dialogue 2026.

SAKLEN/1132

SHUKLA MP-I 04.03.2026
BJP - RAJYA SABHA

Bharatiya Janata Party has announced nine candidates for 2026
biennial elections to Rajya Sabha across six states. From Bihar, where five
seats are falling vacant, BJP nominated party chief Nitin Nabin and state
leader Shivesh Kumar.

Tomorrow is the last date of filing nominations for the March 16
elections.

In Assam, where three seats go to the polls, the BIP fielded sitting
MLA Terash Gowalla and cabinet minister Jogen Mohan. Chief minister



Himanta Biswa Sarma stated that BJP will not be fielding any candidate for
the third seat as the party has no chance of winning.

In Chhattisgarh, where two seats are falling vacant, member of
Chhattisgarh State Women Commission, Laxmi Verma, was named as the
candidate.

In Haryana, where two seats go the polls, former MP Sanjay Bhatia
was named as the candidate.

In Odisha, where four seats go to polls, BJP nominated party’s
Odisha unit president Manmohan Samal and outgoing Rajya Sabha MP
Sujeet Kumar.

In West Bengal, where five seats go to the polls, former West Bengal
unit president Rahul Sinha was named as the candidate.

BJP release/Agencies/0721

SHUKLA MP-I 04.03.2026
AAI - MEDIA REPORTS

Airports Authority of India (AAI) has categorically denied media
reports claiming it has sought details on aviation turbine fuel (ATF) stock
positions at international airports. In a social media post, AAI said, it has
not asked formally or informally any airport operator to furnish details
regarding fuel stocks or estimated fuel requirements. It added that the
reports suggesting such communication are false and factually incorrect.
AAI has reiterated that it functions strictly within its defined mandate. The
AAI is airport operator and navigation service provider and does not
exercise oversight over fuel inventories.

AAI said, it remains committed to the safe, secure, and efficient
management of airport infrastructure.
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PM- HOLI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended his greetings to all
countrymen on the occasion of Holi. In a social media post, Mr Modi said,
heartiest greetings of Holi to all my fellow citizens. He expressed hope that
this vibrant festival will strengthen the bonds of unity and harmony among
people across the country. He further wished that everyone's life be filled
with the colors of happiness, prosperity, and success.
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NAIDU - MEETING

Union Minister of Civil Aviation Ram Mohan Naidu today chaired a
stakeholder review meeting for the new terminal at Vijayawada Airport and
the Greenfield Airport at Bhogapuram in New Delhi.

The meeting was attended by officials from the Ministry, Airport
Authority of India, Doctorate General of Civil Aviation, State Government
and others. In a social media post, Ministry of Civil Aviation said that during
the meeting a detailed project review was conducted with the operators to
ensure timely completion of the two important projects.
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AFGHAN TALIBAN COMMANDER KILLED

A commander of the Afghan Taliban was killed by Pakistan Army
during an operation near Torkham border in northwest Pakistan. According
to security officials, commander of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Afghanistan
(TTA), identified as Qahraman, and his associates were eliminated during
an operation late last night when they were attempting to approach the
border. Torkham is a major border crossing between Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province and Afghanistan's Nangarhar province.

KAUMUDEE/PTI/1036 HRS
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BADMINTON

All England Badminton Championships began in Birmingham
yesterday. In the opening round of Men's Singles, Lakshya Sen defeated
world No. 1 and defending champion Shi Yugi of China 23-21, 19-21, 21-17
yesterday evening. Sen now advances to the Round of 16, where he will
meet Ng Ka Long Angus of Hong Kong, China.



In the women's draw, reigning Olympic champion Republic of
Korea's An Seyoung's quest for back-to-back All England crowns got off to
a winning start after she defeated Neslihan Arin of Turkiye.

India’s top mixed doubles pair of Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv Kapila
also progressed to the second round, overpowering Malaysians Hoo Pang
Ron and Cheng Su Yin registering a 21-17, 21-19 win. Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu will unfortunately miss out on the action in the
tournament and has returned home after being stranded at Dubai airport

due to the prevailing geopolitical tensions in West Asia.
CB/SJA/NET/0450



