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SHUKLA MP-I

04.03.2026
WEST ASIA FLIGHTS

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has informed that more than one
thousand two hundred flights by Indian carriers and nearly three hundred
eighty flights have been cancelled by foreign careers so far amid evolving
airspace situation in parts of West Asia. In a statement, the Ministry said it
is closely monitoring the situation and special arrangements are being
made to facilitate the movement of stranded passengers and airlines are
deploying additional capacity where required. The Ministry added that
Indian carriers are planning to operate 58 flights today, including 30 by
IndiGo and 23 by Air India and Air India Express. The Ministry further
stated that Indian carriers have undertaken calibrated adjustments to their
schedules, with long-haul and ultra long-haul operations being
progressively resumed through alternative routings that avoid restricted
airspace.

The Ministry also asserted that it is in continuous touch with airlines
and is closely monitoring airfares to ensure that there is no undue surge in
ticket prices during this period. It added that all airlines have been advised
to maintain transparent communication with passengers and ensure
adherence to regulatory requirements concerning refunds, rescheduling,
and passenger assistance. Passengers are advised to check the latest flight
status directly with their respective airlines before proceeding to the airport
and to rely only on official sources for updates.

CB/BHANU/0426

SHUKLA MP-1 04.03.2026

PM KUWAIT QATAR OMAN



Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Crown Prince of Kuwait, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah over phone yesterday and
condemned violation of Kuwait's sovereignty and territorial integrity. He
said India stands with Kuwait's people in this difficult hour. During the
conversation, Mr Modi stressed the significance of dialogue and diplomacy
in restoring regional peace and stability. In a social media post, Mr Modi
appreciated the Kuwaiti leadership’s continued support to ensure safety
and well-being of the Indian community in Kuwait.

The Prime Minister also spoke to the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani and expressed firm solidarity with Qatar. He strongly
condemned any violation of its sovereignty and territorial integrity. Both
leaders emphasized the urgent need to restore peace and stability in the
region through dialogue and diplomacy. In a social media post, Mr Modi
also conveyed his appreciation for the Amir of Qatar's continued support
and care for the Indian community during this challenging time.

Mr Modi also spoke with Sultan of Oman, Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
and exchanged views on recent developments in West Asia. He condemned
the violation of Oman’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Both leaders
agreed that sustained diplomatic engagement is essential for earliest
restoration of regional peace and stability. Prime Minister Modi appreciated
Oman’s continued support to the Indian community.

CB/Suparna/Anupam/0553

SJA NP-II 03.03.2026
NT. WEST ASIA CONFLICT (UDATE-II)

As the day 4 of the Conflict in West Asia has intensified, Iran and
joint Israeli-US forces launched new waves of missile and drone attacks. As
per latest reports, Israel is currently conducting simultaneous targeted
strikes against military targets in Tehran and Beirut. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said that its soldiers are operating in southern Lebanon and
are positioned at several points near the border area as part of an
enhanced forward defense posture. It further said that Israel is conducting
targeted strikes against Hezbollah's infrastructure. Israel also alleged that
Hezbollah chose to attack Israel on behalf of the Iranian regime.

The IDF has also confirmed that the Commander of Palestinian
Islamic Jihad (PIJ), Abu Hamza Rami, has been killed in Beirut in Israeli
strikes. In a statement, the IDF said that Abu Hamza Rami's elimination
has significantly degraded PIJ)’s ability to carry out operations against



Israel. In another strike, the Israeli forces also killed the head of
Hezbollah’s intelligence headquarters, Hussein Makled, in Beirut.

Moreover, the United States Central Command has said that the US
forces have destroyed Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRCG) command
and control facilities, Iranian air defense capabilities, missile and drone
launch sites, and military airfields during sustained operations. In a social
media post, the CENTCOM said that US will continue to take decisive action
against imminent threats posed by the Iranian regime. Meanwhile, six US
service members have been killed in action so far.

On the other hand, the Iranian state media said that a command
building at a US air base in Bahrain has been destroyed. Bahrainian
Ambassador to the US, Abdulla bin Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, said that
Bahrain’s air defenses intercepted 70 Iranian ballistic missiles and 59
drones targeting the Kingdom. He also alleged that civilian sites in Bahrain
were attacked by Tehran.

A drone attack caused a fire near the US consulate in Dubai
today, after the US embassy in Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh was also hit
by two drones from Tehran. Dubai authorities have confirmed that
a fire resulting from a drone-related incident near the US
Consulate has been successfully contained. The drone strike resulted
in a limited fire and minor material damage. Reacting to the attack, US
President Donal Trump said that US will retaliate.

Israel has carried out a covert evacuation of some of its
embassy staff in the United Arab Emirates today after two alleged
Iranian ‘terror’ plots targeting the diplomatic team were thwarted
in recent days.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has confirmed
structural damage at Iran’s nuclear site in Natanz, following a review of the
most recent satellite images. In a statement, the UN nuclear watchdog
said, there were no signs of radiation leaks and no further impact on the
main underground enrichment plant.

Iraq has reduced production at a major oil field today after the Strait
of Hormuz was effectively closed.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer today said that Britain is sending a
warship and helicopters to Cyprus after a drone hit a UK base there.
Starmer said he had told the island's president that the UK is deploying
helicopters with counter-drone capabilities and the air-defense destroyer
HMS Dragon to the region. It comes after an Iran-made drone hit RAF



Akrotiri base over the weekend, causing minor damage and no injuries.

The United States has closed two embassies in the Middle East and
reduced its diplomatic presence in several other countries as strikes
continue across the region. The US Embassy in Saudi Arabia is closed today
after the facility was struck by two suspected Iranian drones. The US
Embassy in Kuwait has also closed until further notice. The US State
Department has ordered the departure of non-emergency government
personnel from Kuwait.

Meanwhile, French President Emmanuel Macron has ordered France's
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to move from the Baltic Sea to the
Mediterranean to help protect allied assets during the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East.Macron said the Charles de Gaulle will be escorted by its air
wing, and its escorting frigates. In a pre-recorded speech on French TV,
Macron added that Rafale fighter jets, air-defence systems, and airborne
radar systems have been deployed over the past few hours in the Middle
East.

The State Department has said it is actively securing military and
charter aircraft to fly Americans stranded in the Middle East to safety
following the onset of US-Israel military operations against Iran that has
disrupted commercial air travel.

In a social media post, Dylan Johnson, the assistant secretary of
state for public affairs has said the department has been in contact with
nearly 3,000 Americans seeking to leave to region or seeking information
about how to leave. The US State Department ordered the evacuation of
non-emergency personnel and family in Kuwait, Bahrain, Irag, Qatar,
Jordan and the United Arab Emirates.

JEETENDRA/NET/0224 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 03.03.2026
GOYAL - MEETING

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today held a
consultation meeting with all stakeholder Ministries, key logistics and trade
facilitation partners to review the emerging geopolitical situation and its
potential impact on India's Exports and Imports. During the meeting, the



government's readiness to facilitate trade operations was reiterated
through measures including Procedural flexibility in export-related
authorisations, Coordination with Customs and Port authorities and
Coordination with Customs and Port authorities to ensure smooth clearance
. In a social media post, Mr Goyal informed that in this context, the Inter-
Ministerial Group for Supply Chain Resilience composed of members from
Department of Financial Services, Ministry of External Affairs, along with
other Ministry's has been created to facilitate effective coordination,
monitoring and follow-up.

<><>BHANU/ROHAN/2035

SJA:MS NP-I 03.03.2026
CBSE EXAMS POSTPONED- WEST ASIA

The Central Board of Secondary Education - CBSE West Asian Region
has postponed the Class 10 and Class 12 examinations that were set to
take place on March 5 and 6. Revised dates for these exams will be
announced later. The board also stated that a decision regarding the
examinations scheduled from March 7 onward will be made after reviewing
the situation by Thursday.

<><><>BHAVANA/MADHURI/MUMBAI/MAIL/0031 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 03.03.2026
TOURISM BERLIN-SHEKHAWAT

Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat today said
India is committed to building globally competitive, sustainable and
community-centric tourism destinations under Vision 2047. Addressing the
UN Tourism Minister's Summit at ITB Berlin 2026, the Minister shared
India’s roadmap for responsible and inclusive growth in the tourism sector.
He said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India’s
tourism strategy is anchored in the guiding principle of Growth with
Responsibility. Mr Shekhawat said that over the past decade, the
government has adopted a balanced approach by developing world-class
infrastructure while safeguarding the country’s rich heritage and fragile
ecosystems. He noted that the number of operational airports has
increased from 74 to over 160, significantly improving connectivity to
remote and emerging destinations. He added that the UDAN scheme has
democratised regional air connectivity, while modern rail services such as
Vande Bharat Express are strengthening integrated tourism circuits across



the country. He reaffirmed that India stands ready to work with the global
community to ensure tourism remains a force for resilience, inclusion and
shared prosperity.Mr Shekhawat also highlighted strategic investments
under the Swadesh Darshan and PRASHAD schemes.He added that these
initiatives are designed to benefit local communities alongside visitors.
<><>ISHANI/AMAN 2050 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 04.03.2026
HOLI

The festival of colours, Holi is being celebrated throughout the
country today. The festival signifies the victory of good over evil and marks
the onset of Spring season. Holi gives the message of equality and
fraternity as all sections of society irrespective of caste, creed, colour, age,
and sex celebrate it with great enthusiasm.

On this day, people smear each other with colours, exchange
greetings and savour sweets on the occasion. Revellers hit the streets,
dancing to the popular songs as children splash colour baloons to celebrate
the festival.

NET/0354
SHUKLA MP-1
04.03.2026
PREZ HOLI

President Droupadi Murmu has extended her greetings to fellow
citizens on the occasion of Holi. In her message, President said, Holi is a
festival of joy and celebration that conveys the message of social harmony.
President Murmu said the festival spreads love and hope in the society and
strengthens the spirit of social cohesion. She called Holi a symbol of unity
in diversity.

CB/Suparna/0400
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BIRLA - HOLI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has extended warm greetings to the
people on the occasion of Holi. In his message, Mr Birla described Holi as a
celebration of colours, enthusiasm and mutual harmony. He said the
festival reflects India’s rich culture, traditions and spirit of brotherhood. Mr
Birla noted that Holi reminds people that the colours of love, faith and
positivity can dispel every darkness and overcome life’s challenges. He said
applying colours to one another breaks barriers of discrimination and sends
a strong message of equality and unity, which is the nation’s greatest
strength. He called upon citizens to pledge to fill society with the colours of
love, peace and harmony and to share the joy of the festival with those
who are alone or in need.

CB/BHANU/ISHANI/0410

SHUKLA MP-I 04.03.2026
NADDA - BIOPHARMA SHAKTI

Minister of Chemicals and Fertilisers Jagat Prakash Nadda has said
that the budgetary provision of 13 thousand crore rupees for BioPharma
SHAKTI and three dedicated Chemical Parks is a strategic bet on India’s
future. Addressing the post-Budget Webinar on the theme Sustaining and
Strengthening Economic Growth, he said Free Trade Agreements are a
gateway for Viksit Bharat and will open new opportunities for Indian
industries to expand globally. The Minister noted that India became the
Pharmacy of the World through generics and pointed out that 40 per cent
of medicines globally will be biologics by 2035. He added that with patents
worth 300 billion dollars set to expire by 2030, he said the time is ripe for
India to move towards biologics. Under the BioPharma Mission, 10
thousand crore rupees has been allocated for the next five years. He added
that even a one per cent share in the global biosimilars market could
create an annual opportunity of 2 lakh crore rupees for the country. Mr
Nadda stressed the need to strengthen institutions like NIPER and enhance
regulatory capacity through the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organization for faster approvals to support biosimilars and drug
fermentation. He also underlined the plan to develop 1 thousand clinical
trial sites across the country to boost research and innovation. Highlighting
the chemical sector, the Minister said India’s output stands at 19.4 lakh
crore rupees with a three per cent global share. To bridge infrastructure



gaps, 3 thousand 300 crore rupees has been earmarked for three world-
class chemical parks with plug-and-play utilities, advanced effluent
treatment systems, integrated logistics and safety mechanisms. He said
these parks could reduce costs by 20 to 40 per cent through industrial
symbiosis and promote a circular economy. The government aims to raise
India’s global chemical sector share to five to six per cent by 2030 and
achieve a one trillion dollar turnover by 2040.
CB/ANUPAM/ISHANI/AMAN/0419

SHUKLA MP-I

04.03.2026
SCINDIA - BARCELONA

Minister for Communications and Development of North Eastern
Region Jyotiraditya Scindia has said that India is not only building networks
for its 1.4 billion citizens but also building trusted digital bridges for the
world. He said this while inaugurating the Bharat Pavilion at the Mobile
World Congress 2026 in Barcelona, Spain. Guided by the philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, he said, India believes connectivity must
empower humanity, strengthen partnerships, and create shared prosperity.
On the occasion, Mr Scindia said that as the world deliberates the future of
connectivity in the IQ Era, India stands at the intersection of intelligence
and infrastructure, where connectivity meets capability and innovation
meets inclusion. He underlined that under the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, India’s telecom transformation has been anchored
in indigenous research and development, trusted telecom ecosystems,
production-linked incentives, and deep integration into global value chains.

The Bharat Pavilion this year brings together over 40 Indian telecom
innovators across the value chain, spanning 4G and 5G, emerging 6G
technologies, Open RAN, optical and satellite communications,
semiconductor design, Al-driven network intelligence, cybersecurity,
telecom software and digital platforms. The expanded participation reflects
growing global confidence in India’s telecom capabilities and its rapidly
deepening innovation ecosystem.

Mr Scindia noted that the strong presence of Indian innovators at the
Pavilion demonstrates India’s commitment to building secure networks,
advancing Al-driven telecom infrastructure, promoting trusted ecosystems
and expanding telecom exports worldwide.

CB/SUPARNA/ISHANI/ROHAN/0432



SHUKLA MP-1I 04.03.2026
REV. T20 WORLD CUP

In ICC Men's T20 World Cup, South Africa will take on New Zealand
in the first semifinal clash at Eden Gardens in Kolkata today. The match will
begin at 7 pm Indian time.

India will face England in the second semifinal match at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai tomorrow. The winners of both these
matches will face each other in the finals on 8th of March at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.

BIMAL/CB/NET/0446

SHUKLA MP-II 04.03.2026
TRUMP-SPAIN

US President Donald Trump has threatened to end trade with Spain,
citing a lack of support over the US and Israeli attacks on Iran and the
European nation's resistance to increase its NATO spending. The US
president's comments came a day after Spanish Foreign Minister José
Manuel Albares said his country would not allow the US to use the bases in
southern Spain in any strikes not covered by the United Nations' charter. It
is unclear how Trump would cut off trade with Spain, given that Spain is
under the umbrella of the European Union. The EU negotiates trade deals
on behalf of all 27 member countries. Spain defended its position saying it
is a key member of NATO, fulfilling its commitments and making a
significant contribution to the defence of European territory.

CB/JEETENDRA/PTI/0513



