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SUDHA DP-I 03-03-2026
PM - WEBINAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India continues to be a
beacon of hope for the world with its strong economy. He said, as India
emerges as a beacon of hope for the world, rapid economic development
has become the cornerstone for realizing the vision of Viksit Bharat.
Addressing a post-budget webinar on the theme Sustaining and
Strengthening Economic Growth, through video conferencing, Mr Modi
said, today, the world is looking for reliable and resilient manufacturing
partners. He said, India has the opportunity to become a key player in this
direction.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, government intention and resolve are clear
to Build more, produce more, connect more and Export more. Prime
Minister said, India has entered into free trade agreements with many
countries and doors of vast opportunities have opened up for the country.
He said, it is everyone's responsibility to never compromise on quality and
the products should be of global standard.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi exhorted industries to step up investment in
research and development and focus on quality. He said, to bring about
ground-level changes, industry, financial institutions, and state
governments must work together to make it a reality. He said, the budget
includes provisions for the Biopharma Shakti Mission, which aims to
establish India as a global hub for biologics and next-generation therapies.
He said, the mission seeks to position the country as a leader in advanced
biopharma research and manufacturing.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1144

SJ MP-1 03/03/2026
NEW. LUNAR ECLIPSE

A total lunar eclipse will take place across several time zones today. In this,



the Moon moves from right to left, passing through Earth’s shadow. In
India, this first rare celestial event is going to occur at 3:20 pm and will
end at 06:47 pm. According to the India Meteorological Department, a total
lunar eclipse will occur when the whole Moon comes under the umbral
shadow of the Earth, and a partial lunar eclipse occurs only when a part of
the Moon comes under the shadow of the Earth..

This will be a major event of the year and sky watchers and
astronomers are extremely excited for this event. The last celestial
phenomenon happened last month that was Solar Eclipse, but it was not
visible from India.

NET/0824

SUDHA DP-II 03-03-2026
US - IRCG COMMAND

The United States Central Command has said that the US forces have
destroyed Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRCG) command and control
facilities, Iranian air defense capabilities, missile and drone launch sites,
and military airfields during sustained operations. In a social media post,
the CENTCOM said that US will continue to take decisive action against
imminent threats posed by the Iranian regime.

Meanwhile, six US service members have been killed in action so far.
The CENTCOM informed in another social media post last night that the
U.S. forces recently recovered the remains of two previously unaccounted
for service members from a facility that was struck during Iran's initial
attacks in the region. It further said that major combat operations
continue.

CHIRAG/NET/1156 HRS

SUDHA DP-II 03-03-2026
CRUDE OIL- SHARP SPIKE
Crude oil prices steadied today after a sharp surge in the previous
session amid escalating tensions in West Asia. According to media reports,
US crude futures rose 1.4 per cent to 72.23 dollars a barrel, while Brent
crude gained nearly 1.9 per cent to trade at 79.2 dollars in the early trade.
The spike follows Iran’s retaliatory strikes on oil and gas facilities and
concerns over supply disruptions through the strategic Strait of Hormuz, a



key route for global energy shipments. Around 20 per cent of global oil
flows pass through the strait, including over 40 per cent of India’s crude
imports.

Investment bank Morgan Stanley has warned that Brent crude could
touch 120 dollars per barrel in case of prolonged disruption.

<><><>TAPAN/IANS/1147 HRS

SUDHA DP-I 03-03-2026
PM-WILDLIFE DAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today reaffirmed the government's
commitment to wildlife conservation on the occasion of World Wildlife Day.
In a social media post, Mr Modi said World Wildlife Day is an occasion to
celebrate the incredible faunal diversity that enriches the planet and
sustains ecosystems. He said that the day also acknowledges the efforts of
all those working towards wildlife protection. The Prime Minister reiterated
India’s commitment to conservation, sustainable practices, and protection
of habitats so that the country's wildlife continues to thrive.

The Prime Minister also said that India is home to some of the
world’s most extraordinary wildlife. Highlighting the percentage of the tiger
population in India, Mr Modi said that the country hosts over 70 per cent of
the world’s tiger population. He said that India has the largest population
of the one-horned rhinoceros and the largest number of Asiatic elephants.
The Prime Minister also emphasised the numerous efforts the government
has made to protect wildlife. This includes establishing the International
Big Cat Alliance, which is an exceptional forum for sharing best practices
with fellow nations. He also mentioned that the other efforts include the
protection of the Great Indian Bustard, Gharial, and Sloth Bear, and
translocating cheetahs.

Meanwhile, Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Bhupendra Yadav termed World Wildlife Day as a celebration of the
incredible biodiversity of earth. In a social media post he said that India
remains mindful of the many dangers threatening its rich ecosystem. Mr
Yadav added India is committed to not just conserving what it has, but also
recovering key species for ecosystem restoration. The Minister expressed
hope that the wildlife thrives, enriching the planet.

AKSHIT/ADITYA/0941



Conflict in West Asia has intensified as Iran and joint Israeli-US forces
launched new waves of missile and drone attacks. Iranian-backed militias
targeted US assets across Gulf countries, including the United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait, and Bahrain, following the killing of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other top officials. Israel and the US struck
dozens of targets in Tehran, hitting Iranian military and intelligence sites.
Speaking at the White House, US President Donald Trump said that their
objectives are destroying Iran's missile capabilities, annihilating their navy
and ensuring that Iran can never obtain a nuclear weapon.
[S/B-TRUMP -25 SECS]

Later in a interview to private media channel, US President said the
big wave is yet to come in conflict with Iran. In separate interview, Mr.
Trump did not rule out sending US troops to Iran if they were necessary.

During a Pentagon press briefing, US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth said more than 1,250 targets have been struck in the first 48
hours. Meanwhile, the Israel Defense Forces today said that the
Commander of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J), Abu Hamza Rami, has been
killed in Beirut, the capital city of Lebanon.

On the other hand, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
said, the recent losses of its supreme leader and other top officials have
not shaken Iran, but rather made it stronger adding the enemy will no
longer be safe anywhere in the world. Saudi Arabia has said that the US
Embassy in capital Riyadh came under attack from two drones which
caused a limited fire and minor damage.

All England Badminton Championships will begin today in Birmingham.
India will open their campaign today, with a 12-member squad across all
five disciplines. In mens singles, Lakshya Sen will take on defending
champion Shi Yu Qi of China in the opening round.

Flight operations from Dubai and Abu Dhabi to India resumed last night. In
a major relief to thousands of Indians stranded in the UAE due to conflict



in the West Asian region, flights to Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru took off
after days of suspension. Dubai Media Office said in a social media post
that the Dubai Airports confirmed a limited resumption of flight operations
last evening, with a small number of flights permitted to operate from
Dubai International (DXB) and Dubai World Central - Al Maktoum
International (DWC).
<><><>

Civil Aviation Ministry says, IndiGo plans to operate 10 special relief
flights from Jeddah to India today to facilitate the return of stranded
passengers, subject to required approvals and prevailing airspace
conditions. In a statement the ministry said, IndiGo is coordinating with the
Consulate General of India at Jeddah for passenger facilitation. The
Ministry said it is closely monitoring the evolving airspace situation in parts
of the Middle East and its impact on international flight operations.



