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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India remains a well-recognized and
trusted nation globally even amid disruptions in West Asia. Addressing the NXT
Conclave in New Delhi, Mr Modi said the country remains steady and resilient
despite the challenging situation in the region. He said the government is closely
monitoring the situation to tackle disruptions in supply chains caused by the
conflict in West Asia. He reaffirmed the government’s commitment to addressing
challenges related to the energy sector and said efforts are being made to
encourage oil production, expand energy access and strengthen self-reliance in
the sector.

Byte- PM Modi

The Prime Minister assured that the government is making every possible effort
to ensure that the burden of conflict situations does not fall on citizens. He said all
steps will be taken to ensure that global conflicts have minimal impact on farmers
and the public. Mr Modi added that with the government’s continuous efforts,
the situation will be effectively tackled and every decision will be taken for the
betterment of the people. He said nation has made significant progress in
capacity building in the petroleum and diesel sector.

Byte - PM Modi



Referring to the recent visits of the President of Finland, and Prime Minister of
Canada, he said global leaders are keen to strengthen cooperation with India and
acknowledge the country’s rapid growth. The Prime Minister said India is shaping
global frameworks and contributing actively to building a new international
order.He said that the country is moving towards next-generation digital
infrastructure. Highlighting the implementation of Unified Payments Interface, Mr
Modi said that India has emerged as the fastest-moving country in real-time
digital payments. Referring to the vision of viksit bharat, Mr Modi said the country
is undertaking next-generation reforms to accelerate growth. He added that
despite many global crises, world leaders and experts look at India with great
hope. The Prime Minister said that if one wants to be part of the future, one has
to be in India, adding that the country is not just progressing but moving to the
next stage of development.

Byte- PM Modi

Mr Modi noted that in 2014 there were around 14 crore LPG connections in the
country, which has now increased to 33 crore. Emphasising the importance of
public trust and awareness, he said every citizen has a role to play in helping the
country navigate challenging times. He added that over the last decade, bottling
capacity has also been doubled while distribution centres have increased from
about 13 thousand to 25 thousand. The Prime Minister also stressed that India
should not remain solely dependent on foreign sources for energy and highlighted
the need to achieve self-reliance in the energy sector. He noted that the number
of LNG terminals in the country has also doubled 2014. The Prime Minister noted
that before 2014 country had almost no strategic petroleum reserves, but today
the country has established more than five million tonnes of Strategic Petroleum
Reserve capacity, with work underway to further expand it.

PM - ASSAM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to Assam beginning
today. During his visit, Mr Modi will launch multiple development projects worth

over 47 thousand 800 crore rupees in the state. More from our correspondent:

V/C



The Prime Minister will reach Kokrajhar in the afternoon and will perform
Bhoomi Poojan, lay foundation stones and flag off projects worth Rs. 4,570
crore. The Prime Minister will lay foundation stone of a road infrastructure
project Assam Mala 3.0 and 6 number of road projects including four flyovers
and two bridges for the BTC area. On the same ocassion, the PM will lay the
foundation stone of a railway Periodic Overhauling Workshop in Kokrajhar and
will also flag off three new trains Kamakhya-Charlapalli Amrit Bharat Express;
Guwahati-New Jalpaiguri Express, and Narangi-Agartala Express. The PM will
also address a huge public meeting at Kokrajhar before travelling to Guwahati.
At Guwahati, the PM will perform Bhoomi Poojan, inaugurate and dedicate to
the nation several development projects around Rs. 19,680 crore. Prime Minister
will also release the 22nd installment of the PM-KISAN scheme to over 9.3 crore
farmers across the country. Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will lay foundation
stones and dedicate to the nation various projects worth Rs. 23,550 crore at
Silchar.

SHIVRAJ - PM KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 22nd installment of Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi from Guwahati in Assam tomorrow. Union
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced this
while addressing the media in New Delhi this morning. He noted that Prime
Minister Modi will release 18 thousand 640 crore rupees through Direct Benefit
Transfer to the bank accounts of around 9 crore 32 lakh farmers. He added that
more than 4 lakh 9 thousand crore rupees have already been transferred to
farmers under the scheme so far. Mr Chouhan said that with the release of the
next installment, the total amount will exceed 4 lakh 27 thousand crore rupees.

(S/B- CHOUHAN- IN GNR MAIL)

Mr Chouhan said that the total foodgrain production of the country has
risen from 252 million tonnes in 2014 to about 357 million tonnes in 2025. He
noted that horticulture has recorded remarkable growth, with production
increasing from 277 million tonnes to around 369 million tonnes during the same
period. He added the production and productivity of fruits and vegetables have
also been rising steadily. The Minister highlighted that the government has also
launched the first phase of an Al-based digital platform, Bharat Vistar, which will



provide farmers with comprehensive information related to agricultural queries,
including through phone calls in their own languages.

LS-OIL-LPG

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has stressed that
India’s crude oil position is secured. He said, domestic supply of LPG is fully
protected and the standard time for booking to delivery for domestic LPG
cylinders remains unchanged at 2.5 days. He said, the government’s priority is to
provide uninterrupted LPG supply to 33 crore families, especially poor and the
underprivileged. The Minister today made a statement in the Lok Sabha about the
steps taken by the government in response to the disruption to the global energy
supply arising from the ongoing conflict in West Asia. Mr. Puri said, despite having
no role in causing the West Asia conflict, India has to navigate through its
consequences. He said, Strait of Hormuz has been effectively closed to
commercial shipping for the first time in recorded history. He said, there is no
shortage of petrol, diesel, kerosene, Aviation Turbine Fuel in the country. He said
retail outlets across the country are stocked and supply chains for these products
are functioning normally. He also said that the refineries are operating at high
capacity utilisation and in several cases they are exceeding 100 per cent. The
Minister said, India was previously importing approximately 60 percent of its LPG
requirements from Gulf countries such as Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait, while 40 percent is produced domestically. He said,
procurement has now been actively diversified, with cargoes being secured from
the United States, Norway, Canada, Algeria and Russia. The Minister said, LPG
production has been increased by 28 per cent through refinery directives, and
further procurement is currently underway. He said, natural gas supply has been
managed through prioritised allocation, and the position is stable. He said, large
LNG cargoes are arriving on an almost daily basis through alternative supply
routes, and India has sufficient gas production and supply arrangements to
sustain this position even in the event of a prolonged conflict. He said,
commercial LPG has been regulated to prevent black marketing, and not to
penalise the hospitality sector. He said, LPG production has been stepped up by
28 per cent.

SHUKLA MP-I 13.03.2026

PARLIAMENT TODAY



Lok Sabha will take up further discussion and voting on the
Supplementary Demands for Grants - Second Batch for 2025-2026. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will reply to the discussion in the House. In
Rajya Sabha, further discussion will be taken up on the working of the
Ministry of Rural Development. Yesterday, in Lok Sabha, Union Petroleum
and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri made a statement about the
steps taken by the government in response to the disruption to the global
energy supply arising from the ongoing conflict in West Asia. He stressed
that India’s crude oil position is secured. He said, domestic supply of LPG is
fully protected and the standard time for booking to delivery for domestic
LPG cylinders remains unchanged at 2.5 days. He said, the government’s
priority is to provide uninterrupted LPG supply to 33 crore families,
especially poor and the underprivileged. Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi said, there is a lot of panic regarding LPG and
restaurants are struggling to operate, and street vendors are also being
affected. He said, foundation of every nation is its energy security.

CB/Suparna/0413
REV. WEST ASIA BRIEF

Joint Secretary for the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Sujata Sharma has
said that India is the fourth largest refiner in the world, which gives the country
comfort in terms of availability of products like petrol and diesel. Addressing the
Inter-Ministerial briefing on recent developments in West Asia in New Delhi
today, she said that as of now, India's LPG production has increased by 28 per
cent following several government measures aimed at boosting domestic supply
for household consumers. She said that the country imports almost 60 percent of
LPG, and most of it comes from the Strait of Hormuz. She said that the
government is making every effort to ensure that the supply to domestic
consumers is ensured. She underlined that almost one lakh retail outlets are
currently operating in the country, and the majority of these are with public
sector oil marketing companies. Ms Sharma said that almost 50 lakh cylinders are
delivered on a daily basis, and no dry out has been reported on any of these retail
outlets.

(Byte- Sujata Sharma)



Talking about the steps, the government is taking to ensure LPG supply to
households, Ms Sharma said, the government is taking action on all fronts and as
far as the supply is concerned, government is putting in efforts and is trying to
increase the domestic production of LPG. She said, alternate fuel options are also
being activated to ease pressure on LPG and gas channels. She said, on quarterly
basis, Government does an allocation of kerosene to the states and every quarter,
it is making an allocation of almost 1 lakh kiloliter. She said, as of today, the order
has been released and another 48 thousand kiloliter of kerosene will be released
to the state governments.

Byte- Sujata Sharma

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, Missions in the Gulf
Cooperation Council are in constant touch with Indian nationals and are helping

with commercial flight options. He said, India has 9,000 nationals in Iran, and the

Indian Embassy in Tehran is helping those who wish to leave Iran with alternative
options.

Byte- Randhir Jaiswal

Special Secretary in the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Rajesh Kumar
Sinha, said that there have been maritime incidents involving Indian crew on
foreign-flagged vessels. He informed that there were 78 Indian seafarers on board
these vessels, of whom 70 are unhurt and have escaped. He said that,
unfortunately, three casualties have been reported, and one seafarer is missing.
Mr Sinha further said, the government is closely monitoring the prevailing
maritime situation in the Persian Gulf region and has strengthened monitoring
and preparedness measures in view of the situation there. The government is
fully committed to ensuring

IRAN SUPREME LEADER

Iran’s new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei, in his first message, said that all
US bases should be immediately closed in the region. Iranian state media
reported that in a televised address today, Mojtaba Khamenei further said that
the Strait of Hormuz will continue to be closed to pressure Iran’s enemies. He also
called for unity among people. He added that Tehran will seek compensation from
enemies.



KUWAIT INDIA FLIGHTS

Two special Kuwait Airways cargo flights have carried fresh food from India to
Kuwait on Thursday, arranged by Fair Exports India, a division of Lulu Group. The
first flight, KU5006, an Airbus A330-900, departed Cochin International Airport at
ten-forty in the morning and landed in Kuwait at one-thirty in the afternoon local
time, carrying thirty-two tons of fresh fruits and vegetables destined for Lulu
Hypermarkets. The aircraft had flown into Kochi empty from Kuwait the previous
evening.

ISRO-CRYOGENIC TEST

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully conducted a key
ground test of its CE20 cryogenic engine, demonstrating higher thrust capability
that could improve the performance of India’s heavy-lift rocket, the LVM3 launch
vehicle. The sea-level hot test was carried out on March 10 at the ISRO Propulsion
Complex Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu, where the engine operated for 165 seconds
and generated about 22 tonnes of thrust. The CE20 engine powers the upper
stage of LVM3 and is critical for missions requiring heavy payloads. It has also
been human-rated for India’s upcoming Gaganyaan mission. ISRO said the higher-
thrust testing is aimed at enhancing the rocket’s payload capacity for future
satellite and space exploration missions.

REV. SC-CREAMY LAYER

The Supreme Court today ruled that eligibility for OBC reservation cannot be
determined solely by parental income and treating private and PSU employees
differently from government employees amounts to discrimination. A bench of
Justices P. S. Narasimha and R. Mahadevan upheld the Delhi, Madras, and Kerala
High Courts’ decisions on OBC (Non-Creamy Layer) claims in the Civil Services
Examination. The court said caste alone cannot determine backwardness and
affirmed that excluding the creamy layer is a constitutional imperative to ensure
reservation benefits reach the truly socially and educationally backward. The
bench noted that salary income of PSU and private sector employees cannot be
the only factor; the parent’s position and category of post are also essential in
determining creamy layer status.

SHUKLA MP-II 13.03.2026



WEST ASIA CONFLICT

Military activity across West Asia has intensified over the past few
hours with fresh strikes and aerial interceptions reported in several parts of
the region. Israeli military says its aircraft carried out strikes in Tehran,
targeting checkpoints run by the Basij paramilitary force. According to
Israeli defence forces, the attacks focused on roadblocks used by Iranian
security forces to control movement inside the capital. Iranian authorities
have not yet provided detailed confirmation of the reported damage.
Tensions also remain high around the Strait of Hormuz, a key global
shipping route. Iran’s foreign ministry spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei said
the strait remains a “tool of pressure,” adding that some vessels may still
be allowed to pass if they coordinate directly with the Iranian navy. More
from our correspondent:

CB/VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0431
INDIA SRI LANKA - BRIDGE

The Indian Army has launched a Major Bridge Project in Sri Lanka under Operation
Sagar Bandhu. The Ministry of Defence said the bridge links Colombo, the capital
city, with the key economic centre of Puttalam along the vital coastal corridor
passing through the Chilaw district. It added that the project represents India's
ongoing engineering assistance provided to support Sri Lanka’s infrastructure
recovery and connectivity. Highlighting India's extended support in the region, the
Ministry noted that by restoring essential connectivity, the Indian Army is helping
ensure uninterrupted movement of people, goods and essential services while
reinforcing local livelihoods. The effort underscores the country's role as a
dependable first responder in the region and reflects the spirit of partnership
underpinning its Neighbourhood First approach. The Ministry further said that the
Indian Army continues to extend critical Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief support to Sri Lanka in line with its Neighbourhood First Policy under
Operation Sagar Bandhu. The initiative reflects the country's enduring
commitment to regional stability and humanitarian cooperation with its maritime
neighbours. Operation Sagar Bandhu demonstrates the Indian Army’s ability to
rapidly deploy specialised engineering capabilities in support of friendly nations.
The operation reflects the country's strengthened regional resilience, vision of
cooperative security and humanitarian partnership in the Indian Ocean region.



