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SHUKLA::DIVYA MP-I 05.03.2026
TELANGANA CM - AMIT SHAH

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy requested Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to allocate additional Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers to Telangana in line with the state’s growing
administrative and security needs. The request was made during
a meeting held between the two leaders in New Delhi last night.

CM Reddy highlighted the increasing administrative demands
due to the reorganization of the Hyderabad, Cyberabad, and
Malkajgiri Police Commissionerates, the proposed Future City
Commissionerate, and the rapidly growing population in
Hyderabad. In view of these developments, the Chief Minister
urged the Union Government to increase the sanctioned strength
of IPS officers in the state from the current 83 to 105.

During the meeting, the two leaders also discussed the issue
of Maoist surrenders and their rehabilitation. The Chief Minister
informed Amit Shah that significant improvements in policing
have taken place in Telangana over the past two years.

The Chief Minister further requested the Union Home
Minister to extend financial support from the central government
for development works in backward regions of the state.

SAPTHAGIRI/ HYDERABAD/MAIL/0602
SKS::AK NP-I 04.03.2026



HYD- HOLI

Holi festivities reached a fever pitch across Telangana as
citizens of all ages took to the streets to celebrate the festival of
colors. In Hyderabad, the atmosphere was electric at People’s
Plaza and across major hubs like HITEC City and Madhapur,
where large crowds gathered for organized parties. The
celebrations saw significant political participation across party
lines. MLA Danam Nagender joined the public in dancing, while
Telangana Congress Working President Jagga Reddy was seen
playing the drums and performing traditional 'Teenmaar' steps.
BRS MLA Malla Reddy also marked the occasion by celebrating

with party workers.

Due to lunar eclipse timings and specific thithi observations,
many continued the festivities into a second day. This extended
celebration was particularly visible in the districts, with
Government Whip Adi Srinivas leading events in Vemulawada,
Rajanna Sircilla. In Asifabad, MLA Palvai Harish Babu and Koneru

Konappa joined family-centered gatherings. Throughout



Jogulamba Gadwal and Jangaon, youth emphasized brotherhood
by using both water colors and flower petals. Leaders consistently
urged the public to opt for eco-friendly colors to ensure a safe
and environmentally conscious

celebration.<>MSV/HYD/MAIL/ 2247 HRS

SKS NP-II

04.03.2026
JAISHANKAR SAUDI FM

External Affairs Minister (EAM) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
today spoke by phone with Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan bin Abdullah. Their discussion focused on the
worsening security situation in West Asia and its broader
implications. According to an official statement released by the
Saudi Press Agency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Highness Prince Faisal bin Farhan
received a phone call from the Indian External Affairs Minister
during which they discussed the latest developments in the region

and their repercussions on regional and international security and



stability, and the efforts being made in this regard.

The conversation took place as West Asia faces multiple
conflicts following the US-Israeli 'Operation Epic Fury' against
Iran, which has led to retaliatory strikes across the Gulf region.
The crisis has raised concerns about energy security, maritime
safety in the Strait of Hormuz, and the risk of a broader conflict
involving regional powers.<>

IANS/0017 HRS

AIR INDIA - ADVISORY

Air India has announced that they will deploy additional
capacity flights to Toronto, Frankfurt, and Paris (Charles de
Gaulle), in response to high demand amid the ongoing situation
in West Asia. In a social media post, Air India informed that from
today to 11" of this month, they will operate 3 additional flights
between Delhi and Toronto. The flight carrier also noted that they
have added three flights between Delhi and Frankfurt, and one
flight between Delhi and Paris from 7" to 10" of this month.

Air India noted that these additional services will provide
more flight options to travellers on these select routes with

convenient connections beyond Delhi to destinations across India



and Southeast Asia.

Meanwhile, Air India Express said that they will operate
special flights from Ras Al Khaimah in UAE connecting Delhi,
Kochi, and Mumbai until Saturday. In a social media post, Air
India Express also said that it will continue operating flights to
and from Muscat today, along with additional flights between
Muscat and Delhi, and between Muscat and Mumbai. It further
advised the passengers to check their flight status and ensure
their contact details are updated in their Passenger Name Record
(PNR).

CB/VISHNU/0357

SHUKLA MP-I1

05.03.2026
NEPAL - POLLING

Nepal will go to polls today to elect a new parliament. This is
the first election after youth-led protests last September led to
the deaths of 77 people and forced the government to resign.
Nearly 19 million of Nepal's 30 million people are eligible to vote
to pick a 275-member House of Representatives, of which 165
candidates are directly elected and 110 selected via proportional
representation. About one million of these voters - most of them

youth - were added after last year's protests. In the race are



Nepali Congress (NC) and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist or UML), which have dominated national politics
for decades. But most analysts say the centrist Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) is at the forefront. Rapper-turned-politician
Balendra Shah joined the three-year-old party in January as its

prime ministerial candidate.

NET/CB/0440
SKS::AK NP-1 04.03.2026
HYD- HOLI

Holi festivities reached a fever pitch across Telangana as
citizens of all ages took to the streets to celebrate the festival of
colors. In Hyderabad, the atmosphere was electric at People’s
Plaza and across major hubs like HITEC City and Madhapur,
where large crowds gathered for organized parties. The
celebrations saw significant political participation across party
lines. MLA Danam Nagender joined the public in dancing, while
Telangana Congress Working President Jagga Reddy was seen
playing the drums and performing traditional "Teenmaar' steps.
BRS MLA Malla Reddy also marked the occasion by celebrating

with party workers.



Due to lunar eclipse timings and specific thithi observations,
many continued the festivities into a second day. This extended
celebration was particularly visible in the districts, with
Government Whip Adi Srinivas leading events in Vemulawada,
Rajanna Sircilla. In Asifabad, MLA Palvai Harish Babu and Koneru
Konappa joined family-centered gatherings. Throughout
Jogulamba Gadwal and Jangaon, youth emphasized brotherhood
by using both water colors and flower petals. Leaders consistently
urged the public to opt for eco-friendly colors to ensure a safe
and environmentally conscious

celebration.<>MSV/HYD/MAIL/2247 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1
05.03.2026
PM-FINLAND PREZ MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of Finland
Alexander Stubb will hold discussions today on strengthening
bilateral cooperation across a wide spectrum of areas. They will
also exchange perspectives on regional and global issues of
mutual interest, including cooperation in multilateral fora. Several

MoUs will be exchanged after the talks. The Prime Minister will



host a lunch in the honour of the visiting dignitary.

Mr Stubb arrived in New Delhi yesterday on a four day state
visit to India. He was received by Minister of State for External
Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh. President Stubb was accorded a
ceremonial welcome and a Guard of Honour at the airport. A
report:

This is the first visit of President Stubb to India in his
present capacity. He is scheduled to meet President
Droupadi Murmu today at Rashtrapati Bhavan. Vice

President C. P. Radhakrishnan and External Affairs
Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will call on the visiting
dignitary. President Stubb will be the Chief Guest and

Keynote Speaker at the 11th Raisina Dialogue 2026 in the
national capital this evening. India and Finland share
warm, friendly and multi-faceted relations, rooted in

shared democratic values. Finland is a valued partner for
India in the European Union and in the Nordic region. The

visit of President Stubb, following the recent visit of
Prime Minister of Finland Petteri Orpo to India for the Al

Impact Summit last month reflects the shared

commitment of both countries to further strengthen

bilateral cooperation across a wide range of sectors and
to deepen people-to-people linkages. After his

engagements in New Delhi, the President of Finland is




scheduled to visit Mumbai. Anupam Mishra, Akashvani
News, Delhi.<>

CB/ANUPAM/0346

SKS NP-I 04.03.2026
TN DMK CONG SEAT SHARE

Tamil Nadu Congress President K Selvaperunthagai today
expressed joy after securing 28 assembly seats from the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), along with one seat in the upcoming
Rajya Sabha elections. Talking to reporters in Chennai,
Selvaperunthagai said that, this is a very happy moment for
them. They have received 28 seats from the DMK, and he
sincerely thank all their national and state leaders who made this
possible. This comes after the second round of seat-sharing talks
ahead of the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly elections. The DMK and
the Congress Party agreed that Congress will contest 28 Assembly
constituencies and will be allocated one seat in the upcoming
Rajya Sabha elections. In a statement, party leaders said that the

decision came following the meeting between the DMK President



and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin and Congress Committee
President K Selvaperunthagai.<>

ANI/0205 HRS

SHUKLA MP-11 05.03.2026
CRICKET T20 WORLD CUP

In the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, India will face England in
the second Semi-final at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai this
evening. The match will start at 7 PM Indian time.

Earlier yesterday, riding on an unbeaten century by Finn
Allen, New Zealand defeated South Africa by nine wickets in the
first semi-final clash at Eden Gardens in Kolkata. Chasing a target
of 170 runs set by South Africa, New Zealand overhauled the
score in just 12.5 overs losing only one wicket.

New Zealand had won the toss and opted to bowl first.
South Africa scored 169 losing eight wickets in stipulated 20
overs. Finn Allen was adjudged the Player of the Match.

The winner of today's match will face New Zealand in the

finals on Sunday at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.

BIMAL/NET/CB/0414
SHUKLA MP-1 05.03.2026
AIR INDIA- REFUND/CANCELLATION



Air India has announced the the option of complimentary
rescheduling or full refunds on cancellation for passengers amid
the continuing situation in the West Asia. In a social media post,
Air India said that the offer will be available for confirmed
bookings made on or before 28 February this year on flights to
and from West Asia, United Kingdom and Europe for travel up to
10™ of this month. The flight carrier also informed that they will
continue to monitor the evolving situation and remain committed
to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of passengers and crew. Air
India also advised the customers to check their updated flight
status on http://airindia.com or reaching out to Air India’s 24x7

contact centre for any support.

CB/VISHNU/0351

SHUKLA MP-II
05.03.2026
AIR INDIA - ADVISORY

Air India has announced that they will deploy additional
capacity flights to Toronto, Frankfurt, and Paris (Charles de
Gaulle), in response to high demand amid the ongoing situation
in West Asia. In a social media post, Air India informed that from
today to 11™ of this month, they will operate 3 additional flights

between Delhi and Toronto. The flight carrier also noted that they



have added three flights between Delhi and Frankfurt, and one

flight between Delhi and Paris from 7% to 10" of this month.

Air India noted that these additional services will provide
more flight options to travellers on these select routes with
convenient connections beyond Delhi to destinations across India

and Southeast Asia.

Meanwhile, Air India Express said that they will operate
special flights from Ras Al Khaimah in UAE connecting Delhi,
Kochi, and Mumbai until Saturday. In a social media post, Air
India Express also said that it will continue operating flights to
and from Muscat today, along with additional flights between
Muscat and Delhi, and between Muscat and Mumbai. It further
advised the passengers to check their flight status and ensure
their contact details are updated in their Passenger Name Record
(PNR).

CB/VISHNU/0357

SKS NP-I 04-03-2026
PM- MACRON

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has thanked French President
Emmanuel Macron on his Holi Wishes. In a social media post, Mr

Modi also wished Mr Macron and the people of France happiness



and prosperity on the occasion of Holi.<>

ARZOO/2211 HRS

SINGHAL::RZ EP-1 04.03.2026
ANDHRA-DAY-NRLM

Union Minister of State for Communications and Rural
Development, Dr. Pemmasani Chandrasekhar, today reviewed the
progress of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) in Andhra Pradesh along with
State MSME Minister Kondapalli Srinivas.

The meeting focused on strengthening the Self-Help Group
movement across the State. Discussions were held on expanding
sustainable livelihood opportunities and enhancing income
generation activities for rural women.

The Union Minister emphasised the need to accelerate
efforts to achieve the national target of creating six crore
“Lakhpati Didis”, women earning at least one lakh rupees
annually through sustainable livelihoods. He said empowering

rural women economically remains central to the vision of



building a Viksit Bharat.

The Minister reiterated the Centre’s commitment to
supporting states in strengthening grassroots institutions and
enhancing economic opportunities for rural households,
particularly women-led families.

<><><><>ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYWADA/ MAIL/ 1959
HRS.
SKS NP-II

04.03.2026
NT. WEST ASIA CONFLICT-UPDATE 11

Widening the ambit of West Asia conflict, a United States
military submarine carried out a strike on the Iranian warship
IRIS Dena off the coast of Galle, marking a significant escalation
of hostilities at sea. The incident took place about 40 nautical
miles south of Sri Lanka in international waters while the ship was
en route back to Iran. The IRIS Dena, a Moudge-class frigate
with around 180 mariners on board, reportedly sank following the

attack. So far, 78 have been reported to have suffered injuries



while the Sri Lankan authorities have confirmed that 80 bodies
have been recovered. The IRIS Dena had recently participated in
the International Fleet Review 2026 in Visakhapatnam before
departing for home.

In the meantime, Israel carried out a series of strikes on the
Basij and internal security command centers in Tehran belonging
to the Iranian regime. In a social media post, the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) said that the targeted command centers were used
by the Iranian regime to maintain control throughout Iran.

The Israeli Air Force has informed that it again begun
attacking Hezbollah's infrastructure in Beirut. Israel’'s defense
minister, Israel Katz, also warned today that whoever is chosen
as Iran’s next supreme leader would be considered a target for
elimination. On the other hand, the commander of United States
Central Command, Admiral Brad Cooper, has said that the US will
not stop and Iran's ability to hit back is declining rapidly. Briefing
on Operation Epic Fury, the US commander said that in less than

100 hours of this operation, US has already struck nearly 2



thousand targets with more than 2 thousand munitions. He said
that Iran's air defences were severely degraded and hundreds of
Iran's ballistic missiles, launchers, and drones were also
destroyed. In a statement, the US Department of War said that 4
US Army Reserve soldiers supporting Operation Epic Fury were
killed in Kuwait at the Port of Shuaiba, during an unmanned
aircraft system attack.

Meanwhile, the United Nations has said that an
estimated 100,000 people fled Tehran in the first two
days of the US and Israeli strikes on Iran on February 28
and March 1.

Iranian state television today reported that mourning
ceremony for Khamenei had been postponed and would be held
later. The US-based Human Rights Activists News Agency
(HRANA) has said that 1,097 civilians have been reported killed in
Iran since 28th of February.

United Kingdom and France are deploying warship and air

defence assets in Cyprus after it was attacked during the ongoing



conflict between Iran and joint US-Israeli forces in West Asia.

Moreover, the Director General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael Mariano Grossi, has said that there
has been no evidence of Iran building a nuclear bomb. In a social
media post, Mr Grossi also said that Iran's large stockpile of near-
weapons grade enriched uranium and refusal to grant inspectors
full access are cause for serious concern.

In view of the current situation in West Asia and the Gulf
region, External Affairs Ministry has set up a Control Room. The
Control Room can be contacted from 9 am to 9 pm at
1800118797 (Toll Free), or via 011-2301 2113, 011-2301 4104
and 011-2301 7905. In addition, Indian embassies in the conflict
region have set up 24x7 emergency helplines to assist in
coordinating safety measures and potential evacuations.

Meanwhile, a ballistic missile launched from Iran and
heading toward Turkish airspace via Iraqg and Syria was destroyed
by NATO air defence systems today. The Turkish Defence Ministry

said, the missile had been engaged and neutralised by NATO air-



and-missile  defence assets deployed in the eastern
Mediterranean.

Qatar today rejected Iran's claim that it only targeted US
interests there. Iran's foreign minister Abbas Araghchi made the
claim during a phone call. Qatar's prime minister and foreign
minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
categorically rejected it. The minister said attacks also have
targeted residential areas and critical infrastructure, including
near the main airport and liquefied natural gas facilities.

US Secretary of War, Pete Hegseth has announced today
that in a few days US and Israel will have complete control over
Iranian skies. Tehran has been hit very hard by the
bombardment. Karaj, to the west of Tehran, and the city of
Isfahan have also been hit over the past few hours.

An agency of the UK military said, a container ship was
attacked today off the coast of Oman, causing fire in its engine
room, The vessel was transiting eastbound through the Strait of

Hormuz, 2 nautical miles north of Oman, when it was hit by an



unknown projectile, according to the United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations, UKMTO.

Earlier, Emirates Airlines has announced that all scheduled
flights to and from Dubai will remain suspended until March 7 due
to ongoing airspace closures across the region amid the escalated
West Asia conflict. In a statement, the airline said, it continues to
operate a limited flight schedule and is prioritising customers with
existing bookings on these flights, and passengers transiting
through Dubai will only be accepted if their connecting flights are
operating as scheduled.

Air Arabia stated that it has temporarily suspended its flights
to and from the UAE until March 9. The airline said, a limited
number of flights are operating in coordination with relevant
authorities and are subject to operational and safety approvals.

Meanwhile, Spanish Foreign Minister José Manuel
Albares has denied that the government had changed its
position on supporting the US military operations against
Iran, contradicting a White House spokesperson, Karoline
Leavitt. Albares spoke in Madrid shortly after White

House press secretary Karoline Leavitt had said that



Spain had changed its position and they have agreed to

cooperate with the U.S. military.

Earlier, White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt
has said that Spain has agreed to cooperate with the US
military, a day after President Donald Trump threatened
to cut trade with Madrid over its stance against the US-

Israeli strikes on Iran.
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SHUKLA MP-I1
05.03.2026
VP- KARNATAKA VISIT

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan will undertake a visit to
Karnataka today. During the visit, Mr Radhakrishnan will
participate as the chief guest at the inauguration of the
Rajagopuram Kalasharohan and Mahakumbhabhishekam
ceremony at Sri Veerabhadreshwar Temple in Belagavi district.
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04.03.2026

NT. SL-IRIS DENA

A United States military submarine carried out a strike on



the Iranian warship IRIS Dena off the coast of Galle marking a
significant escalation of hostilities at sea. The incident took place
about 40 nautical miles south of Sri Lanka in international waters
while the ship was en route back to Iran. The IRIS Dena, a
Moudge-class frigate with around 180 mariners on board,
reportedly sank following the attack. So far 78 have been
reported to have suffered injuries while the Sri Lankan authorities
have confirmed that 80 bodies have been recovered. The IRIS
Dena had recently participated in the International Fleet Review
2026 in Visakhapatnam before departing for home. The strike
represents a dramatic extension of the broader Middle East
conflict into the Indian Ocean and international waterways.<>
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